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They also asked Rav Mattana: From where in the Torah can one find an allusion to the
hanging of Haman? He replied: The verse states after Adam ate from the tree of
knowledge: “Have you eaten of [hamin] the tree, about which | commanded you that you
should not eat?” (Genesis 3:11).
They also asked Rav Mattana: From where in the Torah can one find an allusion to the events
involving Esther? He replied to them that the verse states: “Then My anger shall be kindled
against them on that day, and | will forsake them, and | will hide My face from them, and they
shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall come upon them; so that they will say in
that day: Have not these evils come upon us because our God is not among us? And | will hide
[haster astir] My face on that day for all the evil which they shall have wrought, in that they are
turned to other gods” (Deuteronomy 31:17-18).
They also asked him: From where in the Torah can one find an allusion to the greatness
bestowed upon Mordecai? He replied: As it is written with regard to the anointing oil in the
Tabernacle: “And you shall also take the chief spices, of flowing myrrh [mor deror]” (Exodus
30:23); and we translate as: Mira dakhya.
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The verse states: “When he showed the riches of his glorious [kevod] kingdom and the
honor of his majestic [tiferet] greatness” (Esther 1:4). Rabbi Yosei bar Hanina said: This
teaches that Ahasuerus wore the priestly vestments, as it is written here: “The riches of his
glorious [kevod] kingdom and the honor of his majestic [tiferet] greatness.” And it is written
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there, with regard to the priestly garments: “For glory [kavod] and for majesty [tiferet]”
(Exodus 28:2).
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1Then King David said to the entire assembly, "My son Solomon, whom God alone has chosen,
is young and tender, and the work is great, for the palace is not for man, but for the Lord God.
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2In those days, when King Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan
the capital.
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5There was a Judean man in Shushan the capital, whose name was Mordecai the son of Jair
the son of Shimei the son of Kish, a Benjamite,
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30AnNd it came to pass, when Isaac had
finished blessing Jacob, and it came to pass
Jacob had just left his father Isaac's presence,
that his brother Esau came from his hunt.
31And he too had made tasty foods, and he
brought [them] to his father, and he said to his
father, "Let my father arise and eat of the
game of his son, so that your soul will bless
me. "

32And his father Isaac said to him, "Who are
you?" And he said, "l am your son, your
firstborn, Esau."

33And Isaac shuddered a great shudder, and
he said, "Who then is the one who hunted
game and brought it to me, and | ate of
everything while you had not yet come, and |
blessed him? He, too, shall be blessed."
34When Esau heard his father's words, he
cried out a great and bitter cry, and he said
to his father, "Bless me too, O my father!"
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1And Mordecai knew all that had transpired, and Mordecai rent his clothes and put on sackcloth

and ashes, and he went out into the midst of the city and cried [with] a loud and bitter cry
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17At the time they become warm, they retreat; when it heats up, they jump from their
place.
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... the zaddi is converted to a zayin, like npyx and npyrt, a cry.
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Rabbi Hanina said: Whoever maintains that the Holy One blessed be He is lax in dispensing
justice, may his bowels become lax. He [God] is merely long-suffering (Breishit Rabbah 67:4).”
When, according to Rabbi Hanina, did God punish Yaakov for causing Esav to suffer?
Hundreds of years later, during the time of Esther, when Mordecai hears of Haman’s plan to kill
the Jews. There we are told that Mordecai cries the same cry as Esav -- Vayizak ze’akah
gedolah umarah — “He cried out a great and bitter cry (Esther 4:1)
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41So Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Look, | have
appointed you over the entire land of Egypt."
42And Pharaoh removed his ring from his
hand and placed it on Joseph's hand, and he
attired him [with] raiment of fine linen, and he
placed the golden chain around his neck.

N'-N ,2 7719 ANONX

Y UnNIYNx 3727 A0 N (N)

752 D'AYD |'2 TIONT TN TOX DY
D.\J"?;DY,J niv DD'NTI ?|],}D'?Y_J DI'J'TYQ
NIYT'X 77971 D'YY DY'X 790 DTN
alabhY

MYYI DTAXYT AND! 200 3N~ DK (V)
YU TRV Zipein 9027129 019X
790 TIATIN RN NONMD

NN’ T 75N IAYAVTNX 7700 104 (1)
DTN MY XD KDTADTR [ART

27 N3 9020 N0Y7 7’790 N (NY)
"'V 2003 A Nivy'? Dyl

8And Haman said to King Ahasuerus, "There
is a certain people scattered and separate
among the peoples throughout all the
provinces of your kingdom, and their laws
differ from [those of] every people, and they do
not keep the king's laws; it is [therefore] of no
use for the king to let them be.

9If it pleases the king, let it be written to
destroy them, and | will weigh out ten
thousand silver talents into the hands of those
who perform the work, to bring [it] into the
king's treasuries."

10AnNd the king took his ring off his hand
and gave it to Haman the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the adversary of the
Jews.

11And the king said to Haman, "The silver is
given to you, and the people to do to them as
it pleases you."
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The verse states: “And the king removed his ring from his hand” (Esther 3:10). Rabbi Abba
bar Kahana said: The removal of Ahasuerus’s ring for the sealing of Haman’s decree was
more effective than the forty-eight prophets and the seven prophetesses who prophesied
on behalf of the Jewish people. As, they were all unable to return the Jewish people to the
right way, but the removal of Ahasuerus’s ring returned them to the right way, since it

brought them to repentance.
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13And Mordecai ordered to reply to Esther,
"Do not imagine to yourself that you will
escape in the king's house from among all the
Jews.

14For if you remain silent at this time, relief
and rescue will arise for the Jews from
elsewhere, and you and your father's
household will perish; and who knows
whether at a time like this you will attain the
kingdom?"

15Then Esther ordered to reply to Mordecai:
16"Go, assemble all the Jews who are
present in Shushan and fast on my behalf, and
neither eat nor drink for three days, day and
night; also | and my maidens will fast in a like
manner; then | will go to the king contrary to
the law, and if | perish, | perish."

17So Mordecai passed and did according to
all that Esther had commanded him.
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10n that day, King Ahasuerus gave Queen
Esther the house of Haman the adversary of
the Jews, and Mordecai came before the king,
because Esther had told him what he was to
her.

2And the king took off his ring, which he had
removed from Haman and gave it to
Mordecai, and Esther placed Mordecai in
charge of the house of Haman.

3And Esther resumed speaking before the
king, and she fell before his feet, and she wept
and beseeched him to avert the harm of
Haman the Agagite and his device that he had
plotted against the Jews.

4Then the king extended the golden scepter to
Esther, and Esther arose and stood before the
king.

5And she said, "If it please the king, and if |
have found favor before him, and the matter is
proper before the king, and | am good in his
sight, let it be written to rescind the letters, the
device of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the
Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews
who are in all the king's provinces.
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33So now, please let your servant stay
instead of the boy as a slave to my lord,
and may the boy go up with his brothers.
34For how will I go up to my father if the
boy is not with me? Let me not see the
misery that will befall my father!"

1Now Joseph could not bear all those
standing beside him, and he called out,
"Take everyone away from me!" So no one
stood with him when Joseph made himself
known to his brothers.
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6For how can | see the evil that will
befall my people, and how can | see the
destruction of my kindred?"

7Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen
Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, "Behold
the house of Haman | have given to
Esther, and they have hanged him on the
gallows because he laid a hand on the
Jews.

8And you-write about the Jews as you see
fit, in the name of the king, and seal [it]
with the king's ring, for a writ that is written
in the name of the king and sealed with the
king's ring cannot be rescinded."
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18And the Jews who were in Shushan
assembled on the thirteenth thereof and on the
fourteenth thereof, and rested on the fifteenth
thereof, and made it a day of feasting and joy.
19Therefore, the Jewish villagers, who live in
open towns, make the fourteenth day of the
month of Adar [a day of] joy and feasting and a
festive day, and of sending portions to one
another

... 22as the days when the Jews rested from
their enemies, and the month that was
reversed for them from grief to joy and
from mourning to a festive day-to make
them days of feasting and joy, and sending
portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.
... 30And he sent letters to all the Jews, to one
hundred twenty-seven provinces, the realm of
Ahasuerus, words of peace and truth,
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3So said the Lord: | will return to Zion, and |
will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and
Jerusalem shall be called the city of truth,
and the mount of the Lord of Hosts [shall be
called] the holy mountain.

4So said the Lord of Hosts: Old men and
women shall yet sit in the streets of
Jerusalem, each man with his staff in his
hand because of old age.

5And the streets of the city shall be filled, with
boys and girls playing in its streets.

6So said the Lord of Hosts: As it will be
wonderful in the eyes of the remnant of this
people in those days, it will also be wonderful
in My eyes, says the Lord of Hosts.
...16These are the things that you shall do:
Speak the truth each one with his neighbor;
truth, and judgment of peace you shall judge
in your cities.

17And let no one think evil of his neighbors in
your heart, nor shall you love a false oath-for
all these are what | hate, says the Lord.
18And the word of the Lord of Hosts came to
me, saying:

19So said the Lord of Hosts: The fast of the
fourth [month], the fast of the fifth [month], the
fast of the seventh [month], and the fast of the
tenth [month] shall be for the house of Judah
for joy and happiness and for happy
holidays-but love truth and peace.

20So said the Lord of Hosts: [There will] yet
[be a time] that peoples and the inhabitants of
many cities shall come.

21And the inhabitants of one shall go to
another, saying, "Let us go to pray before the
Lord and to entreat the Lord of Hosts. I, too,
will go."

22And many peoples and powerful nations
shall come to entreat the Lord of Hosts in
Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord.

23S0 said the Lord of Hosts: In those days,
when ten men of all the languages of the
nations shall take hold of the skirt of a Jewish
man, saying, "Let us go with you, for we have
heard that God is with you."
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Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda said: Esther sent to the Sages: Establish me for future
generations. Esther requested that the observance of Purim and the reading of the Megilla be
instituted as an ordinance for all generations. They sent to her: You will thereby arouse the
wrath of the nations upon us, as the Megilla recounts the victory of the Jews over the
gentiles, and it is best not to publicize that victory. She sent back to them: | am already
written in the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia, and so the Megilla will not
publicize anything that is not already known worldwide.
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1For the conductor, on the ayeleth hashachar, a song of David. 2My God, my God, why have
You forsaken me? [You are] far from my salvation [and] from the words of my moaning.
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Our Sages, however, interpreted it as referring to Esther
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Rabbi Asi said: Why was Esther likened to the dawn? It is to tell you: Just as the dawn is
the conclusion of the entire night, so too, Esther was the conclusion of all miracles.
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Rabbi Yehonatan Eibeshitz - Born in 1696, died in 1764.The story of Rabbi Yehonatan Eibeshitz's life is
well known and therefore main dates in his life shall be written. He was born around 1696 to his father
Rabbi Natan Neta who was a great grandson and grandson to the author of "Megaleh Amukot".
His work Yaarot Devash includes speeches on various subjects.
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R. Zadok haCohen Rabinowitz (Rubinstein) was born in 1823 /5583 to his father R. Yaacov, Rabbi of
Krizburg, Lithuania. R. Zadok was considered a child prodigy. In 1843/ 5603 he was forced to get a permit
from a hundred rabbis in order to separate from his wife and marry a second wife, and thus he arrived in
Poland where he met the great Chassidic leaders. He accepted their way of Judaism and became a
disciple of R. Mordechai Yoseph Leiner of 1zbeza. He relocated to Lublin, and began to write books
according to Chassidic thought in accordance to the method of his mentor. From 1888/ 5648 until his
death in 1900 /5660, he served as an Admo"r (Chassidic Rabbi) in Lublin. The series Pri Zaddik includes
his sermons as edited by his disciples and began to be published in 1901/ 5661.
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27The Jews ordained and took upon themselves and upon their seed and upon all
those who join them, that it is not to be revoked to make these two days according to
their script and according to their appointed time, every year. 28And these days shall be
remembered and celebrated throughout every generation, in every family, every
province, and every city, and these days of Purim shall not be revoked from amidst the
Jews, and their memory shall not cease from their seed.
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1And it came to pass in the fourth year of King
Darius; The word of the Lord came to
Zechariah on the fourth of the ninth month, in
Kislev.

2And Sharezer and Regem Melech and his
men sent to Bethel to pray before the Lord,
3to say to the Priests of the house of the Lord
of Hosts and to the prophets, saying, "Shall |
weep in the fifth month, abstaining as | have
done these many years?"

4And the word of the Lord of Hosts came to
me, saying:

5Say to all the people of the land and to the
priests saying: When you fasted and mourned
in the fifth [month] and in the seventh [month]
even these seventy years, did you fast for Me,
even for Me?

6And when you eat and when you drink-are
you not the ones who eat and you the ones
who drink?

7Was it not the words that the Lord proclaimed
through the former prophets, when Jerusalem
was settled and tranquil, and its cities were
around it, and the Negev and the lowland were
settled?

8And the word of the Lord came to Zechariah,
saying:

9So said the Lord of Hosts, saying: Execute
true judgment and perform loving-kindness
and mercy, each one [of you] to his brother.
10Do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the
stranger, or the poor man. Neither shall any of
you think evil against his brother in your heatrt.
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The Gemara cites additional homiletic interpretations on the topic of the revelation at
Sinai. The Torah says, “And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet
God; and they stood at the lowermost part of the mount” (Exodus 19:17). Rabbi
Avdimi bar Hama bar Hasa said: the Jewish people actually stood beneath the
mountain, and the verse teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, overturned the
mountain above the Jews like a tub, and said to them: If you accept the Torah,
excellent, and if not, there will be your burial. Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said: From
here there is a substantial caveat to the obligation to fulfill the Torah. The Jewish
people can claim that they were coerced into accepting the Torah, and it is therefore not
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binding. Rava said: Even so, they again accepted it willingly in the time of
Ahasuerus, as it is written: “The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon
their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto them” (Esther 9:27), and he
taught: The Jews ordained what they had already taken upon themselves through
coercion at Sinai.
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The students of Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai asked him: For what reason were the enemies of
Jewish people, a euphemism for the Jewish people themselves when exhibiting behavior that
is not in their best interests, in that generation deserving of annihilation? He, Rabbi
Shimon, said to them: Say the answer to your question yourselves. They said to him: It is
because they partook of the feast of that wicked one, Ahasuerus, and they partook there of
forbidden foods. Rabbi Shimon responded: If so, those in Shushan should have been
killed as punishment, but those in the rest of the world, who did not participate in the
feast, should not have been Killed. They said to him: Then you say your response to our
guestion. He said to them: It is because they prostrated before the idol that
Nebuchadnezzar had made, as is recorded that the entire world bowed down before it, except
for Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. They said to him: But if it is true that they worshipped
idols and therefore deserved to be destroyed, why was a miracle performed on their behalf? Is
there favoritism expressed by God here? He said to them: They did not really worship the
idol, but pretended to do so only for appearance, acting as if they were carrying out the king’s
command to bow before the idol. So too, the Holy One, Blessed be He, did not destroy them
but did act angry with them only for appearance. He too merely pretended to desire to
destroy them, as all He did was issue a threat, but in the end the decree was annulled. And this
is as it is written: “For He does not afflict from His heart willingly” (Lamentations 3:33),
but only for appearances’ sake.
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