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(1) EZRA 3
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(1) When the seventh month came, and the children of Israel were in
the cities, the people gathered themselves together as one man to
Jerusalem. (2) Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brothers the
priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brothers stood
up and built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings
thereon, as it is written in the law of Moses the man of God. (3)
They set the altar on its base; for fear was on them because of the
peoples of the countries; and they offered burnt offerings thereon to
Hashem, even burnt offerings morning and evening. (4) They kept
the feast of tents, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt
offerings by number, according to the ordinance, as the duty of
every day required; (5) and afterward the continual burnt offering,
and of the new moons, and of all the set feasts of Hashem that were
consecrated, and of everyone who willingly offered a freewill
offering to Hashem. (6) From the first day of the seventh month
they began to offer burnt offerings to Hashem, but the foundation
of the temple of Hashem was not yet laid. (7) They gave money also
to the masons, and to the carpenters; and food, and drink, and oil, to
them of Sidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from
Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the grant that they had of
Cyrus king of Persia. (8) Now in the second year of their coming to
the house of God at Jerusalem, in the second month, began
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and
the rest of their brothers the priests and the Levites, and all those
who were come out of the captivity to Jerusalem, and appointed the
Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to have the oversight of
the work of the house of Hashem. (9) Then stood Jeshua with his
sons and his brothers, Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah,
together, to have the oversight of the workmen in the house of God,
the sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brothers the Levites.
(10) When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of
Hashem, they set the priests in their clothing with trumpets, and the
Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise Hashem, after the
otder of David king of Israel. (11) They sang one to another in
praising and giving thanks to Hashem: "For He is good, for His
loving kindness endures forever toward Isracl." All the people
shouted with a great shout when they praised Hashem, because the
foundation of the house of Hashem was laid. (12) But many of the
priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, the old men who
had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid
before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud
for joy. (13) And the people could not discern the noise of the shout
of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people; for the people
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off.
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WHERE DID WE SETTLE?

(2) MALBIM EZRA 2:70
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For when they came they first involved themselves in working the land to prepare bread, and they seeded
fields and planted vineyards and made produce, lest they suffer famine. Also: since he had not permitted
them to build the wall, they did not settle in Jerusalem. Instead, they wandered to their cities, and each one
settled in a different city, where his ancestors had lived beforehand. The Kohanim and Levi’im settled in the
48 Levite cities, and the Israelites settled in the cities of Israel.

(3) RADAK MELAKHIM B 23:19
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But Kutim lived in Samaria, and the Jews had been exiled! But the altars remained, and a remnant [of Jews]
remained in the land after the exile of Israel, scattered in the land here and there, and they still worshipped
idols... And so it says in [Chronicles II 30:18] that some of Ephraim and Menasheh remained in the days of
Yoshiyahu, and in the days of Chizkiyahu there was a remnant of Zevulun, Asher, Shimon, Ephraim and
Menasheh. And our Sages said that Yirmiyahu brought back some of the ten tribes, and Yoshiyahu reigned
over them.

WHO IS YESHUA?

(4) MELAKHIM B 25:18-21
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(18) And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the
three doorkeepers. (19) And from the city he took an officer that was set over the men of war, and five men
of those that saw the king's face, who were found in the city, and the scribe of the captain of the army, who
mustered the people of the land, and sixty men of the people of the land, that were found in the city. (20)
And Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard took them and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah.
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(21) And the king of Babylon smote them and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah
was exiled out of his land.

(5) DIVREI HA-YAMIM A 5:27-41
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(27) The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. (28) And the sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, and
Hebron, and Uzziel. (29) And the children of Amram: Aaron, and Moses, and Miriam. And the sons of
Aaron: Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. (30) Eleazar fathered Phinehas, Phinehas fathered Abishua;
(31) and Abishua fathered Bukki, and Bukki fathered Uzzi; (32) and Uzzi fathered Zerahiah, and Zerahiah
fathered Meraioth; (33) Meraioth fathered Amariah, and Amariah fathered Ahitub; (34) and Ahitub fathered
Zadok, and Zadok fathered Ahimaaz; (35) and Ahimaaz fathered Azariah, and Azariah fathered Johanan;
(36) and Johanan fathered Azariah, he is the one that executed the priest's office in the house that Solomon
built in Jerusalem, (37) and Azariah fathered Amariah, and Amariah fathered Ahitub; (38) and Ahitub
fathered Zadok, and Zadok fathered Shallum; (39) and Shallum fathered Hilkiah, and Hilkiah fathered
Azariah; (40) and Azariah fathered Seraiah, and Seraiah fathered Jehozadak; (41) and Jehozadak went into
captivity when Hashem carried away Judah and Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.

(6) IBN EZRA CHAGGAI 1:1
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And Yehotzadak, father of Yehoshua, was Kohen Gadol in the first Temple when it was burned, as is
recorded; therefore, his son inherited his position when Israel left the Babylonian exile. Therefore, his uncle
Ezra did not serve as Kohen Gadol in the days of Yehoshua, and in the days of his son and grandson, as
recorded in the Book of Ezra.

WHY START WITH THE MIZBEACH?

(7) RASHI EZRA 3:3
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And they set the altar on its bases in order to offer up sacrifices upon it, because they were afraid of the
peoples of the land, lest they taunt them and lest they slander them to the king. And they built the altar to
offer up burnt offerings upon it, in order that the peoples hear and understand the matter, that they did it
with the sanction of the king and therefore they would hesitate to taunt them about the building of the
Temple.

(8) METZUDAT TZION EZRA 3:3
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“For with fear” — for, because of the fear and dread that was upon them from the nations, they rushed to
build the altar to offer to Hashem and to ask of Him help when they offered offerings.

(9) MALBIM EZRA 3:3
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That which it says, “for with fear upon them,” is a reason why they waited until the whole nation gathered
together and did not build the altar until now, for they feared that the nations of the land would stop them
for they were few.

(10) ZEVACHIM 62A

DIPR PV 02 AW TR 72T 2Y QN VAW TR 907 11 200y 19V 208021 wHw A "R 730 92 92 720 R
72 PRY D OV AR 120w 07 VAW TARY [0

Rabba bar bar Hana says that Rabbi Yohanan says: Three prophets ascended with them from the
exile: One who testified to them about the size and shape of the altar, and one who testified to them
about the proper location of the altar, and one who testified to them that one

sacrifices offerings even if there is no Temple, provided that there is a proper altar.

MIKDASH RISHON ALL OVER AGAIN?

(11) MELAKHIM A 5:19-6:1
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(19) And, behold, I intend to build a house for the name of Hashem my God, as Hashem spoke to David
my father, saying, "Your son, whom I will set upon your throne in your stead, he shall build the house for
My name." (20) Now therefore command, and let them cut for me cedar trees from Lebanon, and my
servants shall be with your servants; and I will give you wages for your servants according to all that you
shall say. For you know that there is no one among us that has skill to cut timber like the Zidonians."... (24)
So Hiram gave Solomon cedar wood and cypress wood, all that he desired. (25) And Solomon gave Hiram
twenty thousand measures of wheat for food to his household, and twenty measures of beaten oil; so
Solomon gave to Hiram every year. (26) And Hashem gave Solomon wisdom as He promised him. And
there was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and the two made a treaty together. (27) And King Solomon
raised a levy out of all Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand men. (28) And he sent them to Lebanon, ten
thousand a month by courses: a month they were in Lebanon, and two months at home; and Adoniram was
in charge of the levy. (29) And Solomon had seventy thousand porters and eighty thousand that were
hewers in the mountains; (30) besides Solomon's chief deputies that were over the work, three thousand and
three hundred, who ruled over the people that did the work. (31) And the king commanded, and they
quarried great stones, costly stones, to lay the foundation of the house with hewn stone. (32) And
Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders and the Gebalites fashioned them, and they prepared the timber
and the stones to build the house. (1) And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the
Children of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the
month Ziv, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of Hashem.

(12) MELAKHIM A 8:65-66
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(65) So Solomon held the festival at that time, and all Israel with him, a great congregation, from the
entrance Hamath to the Brook of Egypt, before Hashem our God, seven days and seven days, fourteen
days. (66) On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they blessed the king, and went to their tents
joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that Hashem had shown to David His servant and to Israel His

people.
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FURTHER READING

702

https://etzion.org.il/en/tanakh /ketuvim /sefer-ezra/ezra-chapter-3-imperfect-inauguration
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OUTLINE
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Greatness of the Mizbeach: Built in Tishrei, Returning Korbanot, “K’Ish Echad”

Limits of the Mizbeach: Only Olot, only a few builders, emphasis on “but the Heichal wasn’t built” and

“fear of the enemies”
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