Cutting Corners: The Drama of the Caves
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3. Shmuell, 24:3-7
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4. Malbim, Shmuel |, 24:3-4

1 And it came to pass, when Saul was returned from following
the Philistines, that it was told him, saying: 'Behold, David is in
the wilderness of En-gedi.'

2 Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel,
and went to seek David and his men upon the rocks of the wild
goats.

1 Saul was one year old when he began to reign; and two
years he reigned over Israel.

2 And Saul chose him three thousand men of Israel;
whereof two thousand were with Saul in Michmas and in
the mount of Beth-el, and a thousand were with Jonathan
in Gibeath-benjamin; and the rest of the people he sent
every man to his tent.

3 And he came to the sheepcotes by the way, where was a cave;
and Saul went in to cover his feet. Now David and his men were
sitting in the innermost parts of the cave.

4 And the men of David said unto him: 'Behold the day in which
the LORD hath said unto thee: Behold, | will deliver thine enemy
into thy hand, and thou shalt do to him as it shall seem good
unto thee.' Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe
privily.

5 And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him,
because he had cut off Saul's skirt.

6 And he said unto his men: 'The LORD forbid it me, that | should
do this thing unto my lord, the LORD'S anointed, to put forth my
hand against him, seeing he is the LORD'S anointed.'

7 So David checked his men with these words, and suffered them
not to rise against Saul. And Saul rose up out of the cave, and
went on his way.
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5. Tehillim 142:1-4

D290 NWNIINPNI; TITY D29WN N 1 Maschil of David, when he was in the cave; a Prayer.

PONN MM-IN P2 PYIN MN-ON P3P 2 2 With my voice | cry unto the LORD; with my voice | make
supplication unto the LORD.

STIN IO ONIY ONOW MY TAYN ) 3| pour out my complaint before Him, | declare before
Him my trouble;

DNV YT, NN M ,"2)3 GOYNNL T 4 When my spirit faints within me—You know my path in
22 NY NNV TINN RN-NIND  the way wherein | walk have they hidden a snare for me.
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8. Brachot 62b
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David said to Saul: According to the law, you deserve to be slain, since you are a pursuer, and the Torah has said, If
one comes to kill your rise and kill him first.

9. Midrash Tehillim 142:4
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11. Alan Dershowitz: Trump indictment doesn't pass the Richard Nixon test,
www.foxbusiness.com/politics/alan-dershowitz-trump-indictment-pass-richard-nixon-test

Harvard Law School professor emeritus Alan Dershowitz warned of the "dangerous" consequences posed by the federal

charges launched against former President Donald Trump, arguing the indictment's "weak" appearance does not meet
historic precedent.

"It has to be at least as strong as the case against Richard Nixon, which we will remember led not to Democrats to
demand his resignation, but Republicans, his own colleagues came to him and said, this case is so strong that we can't
support you"... If this indictment is as weak as it appears to be, from what has been disclosed so far, it may be the most
dangerous indictment in political history," Dershowitz said.

"As everybody knows," he added, "it's the first time that a man who is the leading candidate against the incumbent
president has been indicted by the incumbent administration in an effort to prevent him from running."

"It's an extraordinarily dangerous indictment, potentially dangerous to the rule of law, dangerous to the neutral
application of criminal justice, and dangerous to establishing a precedent that each side will weaponize the criminal
justice system against their political opponents," Dershowitz argued. "That's not America."



http://www.foxbusiness.com/politics/alan-dershowitz-trump-indictment-pass-richard-nixon-test

12. Shmuel |, 15:27-28

,15’)))9-‘12?3 [ZA1RkA) ,J'Db? ,52_‘_{%)3\{) 29”) 5 27 And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon
VPN the skirt of his robe, and it rent.

-NN DN YR ,ONINY L PIN IIN N 28 And Samuel said unto him: 'The LORD hath rent the kingdom
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14. Melachim 1:1

,0°7)22 MNP ; 02222 N2 )Y TVT 7290) N 1 Now king David was old and stricken in years; and they
R, ,0n N'J} covered him with clothes, but he could get no heat.
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But he was not warmed: Our Rabbis concluded and said: “He who disgraces clothing will ultimately be deprived of their

pleasures. Because David tore the skirt of Saul’s robe (Samuel | 24:5) consequently, they did not warm him”
16. Bamidbar 15:38
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17. Yalkut Shimoni, 133
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18. Rav Moshe Tzuriel, Otzrot HaTorah
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19. Menachot 44a
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Once a man, who was very scrupulous about the precept of zizith, heard of a certain harlot in one of the towns by the
sea who accepted four hundred gold [denars] for her hire. He sent her four hundred gold [denars] and appointed a day
with her. When the day arrived he came and waited at her door, and her maid came and told her, ‘That man who sent
you four hundred gold [denars] is here and waiting at the door’; to which she replied ‘Let him come in’. When he came
in she prepared for him seven beds, six of silver and one of gold; and between one bed and the other there were steps
of silver, but the last were of gold. She then went up to the top bed and lay down upon it naked. He too went up after
her in his desire to sit naked with her, when all of a sudden the four fringes [of his garment] struck him across the face;
whereupon he slipped off and sat upon the ground.

20. Shmuel |, 24:8-15

NIYNN I KXY 12NN TIT OP?) N 8 David also arose afterward, and went out of the cave, and cried
TN ,IIND INY-IINN RPN ,(NWNDN)  after Saul, saying: 'My lord the king.' And when Saul looked
DYAN YT TP, PINX DINY V2 ;729N behind him, David bowed with his face to the earth, and
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MIAT-NN YHUN ﬂ@? ,bﬂN\(‘T)? TIT MNN V9 And David said to Saul: 'Wherefore hearkenest thou to men's
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21. Midrash Tehillim 7:4

22. Radak, Shmuel |, 24:14

my hand, and | have not sinned against thee, though thou layest
wait for my soul to take it.

12 The LORD judge between me and thee, and the LORD avenge
me of thee; but my hand shall not be upon thee.

13 As saith the proverb of the ancients: Out of the wicked
cometh forth wickedness; but my hand shall not be upon thee.

14 After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost
thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea.

15 The LORD therefore be judge, and judge between us, and see,
and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thy hand."
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23. Shmuel |, 24:16-22
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24. Malbim, Shmuel |, 24:20
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16 And it came to pass, when David had made an end of
speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said: 'Is this thy voice,
my son David?' And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept.

17 And he said to David: 'Thou art more righteous than [; for
thou hast rendered unto me good, whereas | have rendered
unto thee evil.

18 And thou hast declared this day how that thou hast dealt
well with me; forasmuch as when the LORD had delivered me
up into thy hand, thou didst not kill me.

19 For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well away?
wherefore the LORD reward thee good for that which thou hast
done unto me this day.

20 And now, behold, | know that thou shalt surely be king, and
that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in thy hand.

21 Swear now therefore unto me by the LORD, that thou wilt
not cut off my seed after me, and that thou wilt not destroy my
name out of my father's house.'

22 And David swore unto Saul. And Saul went home; but David
and his men got them up unto the stronghold.
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25. Susan Bordo, The Creation of Anne Boleyn: A New Look of England’s Most Notorious Queen
[King Henry’s] will was capricious. The letters of ambassadors, even from the early years of his reign,

describe sudden, explosive angers, “tears and tantrums.”

In 1535, the king’s fool almost lost his life

over a joke about Anne Boleyn; a year later, Henry was weeping uncontrollably while hugging his
illegitimate son, relieved that he was now safe from “that accursed whore” who had slept with over a




hundred men. A hundred? That would have meant a new man every ten days of her Queenship. Yet
it’s possible that Henry believed something near to this, for his emotional switch, for whatever
reasons, had turned against her, and she was now as wholly evil in his eyes as she once was wholly
virtuous.

Whatever the origins of Henry’s personality, his problems were vastly exacerbated by the fact that he
was, after all, king. As such, he was continually flattered and pampered, his every whim indulged, his
grandiosity rarely challenged, his illusions carefully maintained.
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When Saul sought to depart, Samuel tore his cloak. As it is said, "And Samuel turned to go away, but Saul
seized the corner of his cloak, and it tore" (1 Samuel 15:27). Samuel said to him, "The Lord has torn the
kingdom of Israel from you" (1 Samuel 15:28). Saul said to him, "Who is he?" Samuel said to him, "l am only
hinting to you: the one who tears your cloak is destined to take your kingdom." When David entered the cave
and tore Saul's cloak, he immediately recognized what Samuel had told him. He began to say, "Behold, | know
that you will surely be king" (1 Samuel 24:20). You will be king in this world and in the world to come.
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