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It was taught: R. Joshua said, If a man married in his youth, he should marry
again in his old age; if he had children in his youth, he should also have
children in his old age; for it said, In the morning sow thy seed and in the evening
withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest not which shall prosper, whether this or
that, or whether they shall both be alike good. R. Akiba said: If a man studied
Torah in his youth, he should also study it in his old age; if he had disciples
in his youth, he should also have disciples in his old age. For it is said, In the
morning sow thy seed etc.

It was said that R. Akiba had twelve thousand pairs of disciples, from
Gabbatha to Antipatris; and all of them died at the same time because they
did not treat each other with respect. The world remained desolate until R.
Akiba came to our Masters in the South and taught the Torah to them. These
were R. Meir, R. Judah, R. Jose, R. Simeon and R. Eleazar b. Shammua; and
it was they who revived the Torah at that time.

A Tanna taught: All of them died between Passover and Pentecost.

R. Hama b. Abba or, it might be said, R. Hiyya b. Abin said: All of them died
a cruel death. What was it?

R. Nahman replied: Croup.

vebyitz@gmail.com 57 mwn pw 12 prive ay Y Page1


mailto:rebyitz@gmail.com

W27 0V 2NN

y" '?’Nc()\ cge PPIN c(y N'on PRI i pén

"AY”I N9PNA DAY % e PXP Mpn nyaw

=) ap nw Pxp o

RN DONY (2

100310 NP DR N T TR TN YT NS T menToN ) Ty s
In the morning sow your seed and in the evening do not stay your hand; for you do not
know which will prosper, whether this or that, or whether both alike will be good
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