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Rabbi Dr. Ari Zivotofksy, “OU Tzarich lyun: The Har Habayit

The mishnah in Middot (2:1) states that Har HaBayit was 500 by 500 amot, an area of
approximately 62,500 square meters. (An amah is roughly a half-meter.) Today the area
referred to as Har HaBayit is a rectangle that is twice as long north-south as it is
east-west, covering an area of about 145,500 square meters. Herod had built additions
to Har HaBayit in the north and south, creating “spectator” sections for non-Jews.
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