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Aryeh Kaplan was born in the Bronx, New York City to Samuel and Fannie (Lackman)
Kaplan[10][11] of the Sefardi Recanati family from Salonika, Greece.[2] His mother, Fannie
Kaplan, died on December 31, 1947, when he was 13, and his two younger sisters, Sandra
and Barbara, were sent to a foster home. Kaplan was expelled from public school after
acting out, leading him to grow up as a "street kid" in the Bronx.
Kaplan did not grow up religious and was known as "Len". His family only had a small
connection to Jewish practice, but he was encouraged to say Kaddish for his mother. On his
first day at the minyan, Henoch Rosenberg, a 14-year Klausenburger Chassid, realized that
Len was out of place, as he was not wearing tefillin or opening a siddur, and befriended
him. Henoch Rosenberg and his siblings taught Kaplan Hebrew, and within a few days,
Kaplan was learning Chumash.
When he was 15, Kaplan enrolled at Yeshiva Torah Vodaas, and at age 18 was among "a
small cadre of talmidim" selected to help Rabbi Simcha Wasserman open Yeshiva Ohr
Elchonon, a new yeshiva in Los Angeles.
Kaplan then studied at the Mir Yeshiva in Jerusalem in Israel, where he received semikhah
from some of lIsrael's foremost rabbinic authorities, including Yoreh Yoreh from Rabbi
Yitzhak Halevi Herzog and Yadin Yadin from Rabbi Eliezer Yehuda Finkel in 1956.
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30. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein
A SYMPOSIUM: THE STATE OF ORTHODOXY.” Tradition: A Journal of Orthodox Jewish
Thought, vol. 20, no. 1, 1982, pp. 49
Nor do I share the glee some feel over the prospective demise of the competition. Surely, we have
many sharp differences with the Conservative and Reform movements, and these should not be
sloughed over or blurred. However, we also share many values with them and this, too, should not
be obscured. Their disappearance might strengthen us in some respects but would unquestionably
weaken us in others. And of course, if we transcend our own interests and think of the people
currently served by these movements-many of them, both presently and potentially, well beyond
our reach or ken how would they, or klal Yisrael as a whole, be affected by such a change? Can
anyone responsibly state that it is better for a marginal Jew in Dallas or in Dubuque to lose
his religious identity altogether rather than drive to his temple?
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Riding to the Synagogue on Shabbat

(OH 305:18)

Question:

There is no Masorti synagogue in Petach Tikvah where we reside and my wife will
not attend an Orthodox synagogue since it makes her feel inferior. Is it permissible
for us to ride to a Masorti synagogue in Hod Hasharon or Ramat Aviv in order to
participate in the mitzvah of public prayer on Shabbat?

Responsum:

This question was asked in the United States as far back as 1933. In 1950, two
responsa were published by the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of the
Conservative Movement in North America (Proceedings of the Rabbinical
Assembly, Vol. 14 (1950), pp. 112-188). The majority ruled that a person who lives
far away from a synagogue is allowed to ride to the synagogue and back on
Shabbat on condition that he will make no stops on the way. The minority ruled
that in general it is forbidden to ride to the synagogue on Shabbat except for
emergency situations, in which the individual will have to decide for himself. The
majority emphasized that “the program that we propose, then, is not to be
regarded as the full and complete regimen of Shabbat observance, valid for all Jews
for all times and for all places. On the contrary, it is aimed to meet the particular
situation that confronts us...” (ibid. p. 360). “It shall be understood that in their
wisdom and in the light of the conditions prevailing in their respective
communities, individual rabbis may find the easements here proposed
unnecessary for the achievement of the larger goal herein envisaged” (ibid. p.371).
Therefore we have come to re-examine the lenient decision from the United States
of 1950 in light of the conditions in Israel forty years later. It is clear that the
reasons for that leniency do not apply. In those days most Jews in the United States
worked on Shabbat, did not pray in general, did not know how to pray alone at
home and lived at great distances from the nearest synagogue. Thus, prayer at the
synagogue on Shabbat was the only remnant of their Shabbat observance. This is
not the case in Israel today where almost no one works on Shabbat, where every
Jew can open a siddur and pray if he so desires and where there is a synagogue in
every neighbourhood. We therefore agree with the minority that it is forbidden to
ride to the synagogue on Shabbat.
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From a halakhic point of view, riding to the synagogue on Shabbat is forbidden for
the following reasons:

1. Kindling a fire is a biblical prohibition (Exodus 35:3) and turning the key in the
ignition creates sparks.

2. It is forbidden as a shevut or rabbinic prohibition lest the car break down and
he be forced to fix it and then he may transgress both biblical and rabbinic
prohibitions.

3.Itis forbidden to go more than 2,000 cubits outside of your own city on Shabbat
(Eruvin 49b). Therefore, in this specific case it is forbidden to travel from Petah
Tikvah to Hod Hasharon or Ramat Aviv.

4. Any item, which may not be used on Shabbat is considered “muktzeh” and may
therefore not be touched or carried. When one drives a car, one normally touches
a wallet, money, a credit card and other forms of “muktzeh”. In addition, one
frequently buys gas, which is also forbidden on Shabbat. It is therefore forbidden
to drive on Shabbat, because it will lead to carrying and touching muktzeh.

5. Another type of “shevut” is “uvdin d’hol” or weekday activities. In other words,
Shabbat should not look and feel like a weekday. There is nothing more weekday-
like than driving a car. Shevut is also an activity, which may lead to biblically
forbidden labors. Driving may lead to biblical prohibitions such as carrying
outside of the eruv, commercial and agricultural transport, writing, building,
fishing and more. Thus even if driving were biblically permitted it would be
forbidden because of shevut.

6. Driving is also forbidden because of “lo pelug” which means that the rabbis do
not usually decree partial prohibitions. This is because they were familiar with
human nature. If we allow driving to the synagogue many people will think it is
permissible to drive everywhere on Shabbat and indeed, that is what happened in
the United States.

7.Rabbi Moshe Sofer forbade inter-city train travel on Shabbat because of physical
and mental stress. There is no question that driving a car entails physical and
mental stress, which are not in keeping with the spirit of Shabbat.

8. Public prayer is not a biblical requirement. It is either a rabbinic requirement or

simply a recommended form of prayer and can therefore not push aside the
biblical prohibition of starting a car on Shabbat.
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Furthermore, many rabbis have ruled that public prayer on Shabbat does not even
push aside a shevut or rabbinic prohibition, so even if driving is only a rabbinic
prohibition it would not be set aside for the sake of public prayer.

9. The Masorti movement wishes to create kehillot (communities), not just
synagogues. It is impossible to create a community when every family lives a great
distance from every other family, and in order to create a community which
observes the Shabbat together, its members must live in close proximity to each
other.

10. In light of the above, driving to the synagogue on Shabbat is a “mitzvah
achieved through transgression: which is forbidden (Berakhot 47b and more).

There are, however, three possible solutions to the question that was asked:
1. Efforts should be renewed to found a Masorti synagogue in Petah Tikvabh.

2. Just because a mehitzah is not necessary does not mean that it is forbidden. We
should not be as intolerant as those who refuse to pray in our synagogues. It is
better to walk to an Orthodox synagogue on Shabbat than to drive to A Masorti
synagogue.

3. It is also possible to move near a Masorti synagogue. This may be an expensive
or inconvenient solution, but Jews have traditionally made great sacrifices in order
to observe mitzvot. If people move to another city for the sake of a good job or a
good school, why shouldn’t they move for the sake of living near the kehillah of
their choice?

The appendix discusses the use of public transportation and bicycles on Shabbat.
It suggests that it is permissible to hire a non-Jew to drive a Shabbat bus or taxi
which will transport the elderly or the handicapped to the synagogue providing
that the bus does not leave the city limits.

Rabbi David Golinkin
In favor: Rabbi Tuvia Friedman
Rabbi Chaim Weiner
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