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Shevat — Blossoming of the Almond — What do WE see? 1
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§ The Gemara cites a baraita that discusses the length of gestation for various animals. The Sages
taught that a chicken hatches after twenty-one days, and corresponding to it in length of
gestation with regard to trees is the almond, which ripens twenty-one days after the budding of
the flower.
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They brought him two eggs and said to him: Which is the egg of a black hen and which is the
egg of a white hen? Rabbi Yehoshua brought them two cheeses, and said to them: Which is
the cheese from the black goat and which is from the white goat?
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