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Selection #1: The Sale of Joseph
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Those who admire intelligence will perceive and understand what our Rabbis taught us -
Ein Migra Yotzei miY’dei P’shuto. Even though the main goal of the Torah is to teach us, via
allusions in the text, the lessons, rulings and laws, through superfluous language, the 32
hermeneutic rules of R. Eliezer son of R. Yose the Galilean and with the 13 hermeneutic rules
of R. Yishmael. The early sages, due to their piety, chiefly engaged in studying the Derashot
which are the main point; as a result they were not accustomed to the depth of P’shuto Shel

Mikra. Since the Rabbis advised that we should not accustom our sons to “meditation”
(Scripture) and they also said that one who engages in Mikra - this is an incomplete measure
(of study), whereas one who engages in Talmud, there is no greater measure, consequently,
they were not so accustomed to (studying) the literal meaning of the text, as we read in
Tractate Shabbat: R. Kahana said: By the time I was eighteen years old I had studied the
whole Shas, yet I did not know that a verse cannot depart from its plain meaning until
to-day. Indeed, even our Master Shlomo, my mother’s father, the light of the diaspora, who
explained the Torah, Nevi’im and Ketuvim, intended to explain P’shuto shel Mikra; I, Shmuel
son of Meir (his son-in-law) challenged him in his presence and he acceded that if he had
the opportunity he would have to write additional commentaries based on the innovative
P’shatot that are discovered every day. Now, the intelligent ones will see what the early ones
explained.
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Midianite men passed...while (the brothers) were sitting to eat food and were somewhat
distant from the pit in order not to “eat over the blood” and were waiting for the Ishmaelites
whom they saw, before the Ishmaelites arrived other Midianite men passed that way and
saw him in the pit and pulled him out and the Midianites sold him to the Ishmaelites...
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Selection #2: Mixing Meat and Milk
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Reasons provided for the prohibition among the Rishonim:

+ Ibn Ezra, Rashbam, Ramban: Sensitization against cruelty

+ Hizkuni:"Do not seethe a kid in its mother's milk" - do not leave him to
complete his growth with his mother's milk, rather bring him [as an
offering] immediately.

+ Rambam: (& Abravanel, Seforno) As for the prohibition against eating meat
boiled in milk, it is in my opinion not improbable that - in addition to this
being undoubtedly very gross food and very filling - idolatry had
something to do with it. Perhaps such food was eaten at one of their cult or
one of their festivals. (Guide I11:48)
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Selection #3: Yosef's Tomb
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Selection #4: “Pim”

NI:22 779 8 SN (17
137TT 2 ORTIRTA 1R W i) Meameb 0D myysT A

("®7) :DNRM NYWINNA TINY DY NN 1270 HTITM NP ImYI Na axan 1Y W 17993 R"Y DA PRan nmon. ..

"3 —0” MpnwnS

How much does the Firstborn Inherit?
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But he shall acknowledge the son of the hated [for] the firstborn, by giving him a
double portion of all that he hath: for he [is] the beginning of his strength; the

right of the firstborn [is] his.
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Early Middle Late Modern

. P19 e (14
T3 YOI VTR A3 SR N PR3 )

» £ ® F
= 4 el 4 N2:2 719 N SNDY (15
L 4 A TRTIPFTN ORTIRIN 0P ¥rR o) e DD nyysnanm
- q g 1 DRINN PV RIPIN RIM AN DNITN 1Y WV IM9I APa 117 9 Mg ma vIvan... ...
= N RO M DY DITTNN 1N D2ON R I IR Y1295 HI N PTTINM R7DYY 179921 RO
ry ﬂ ﬁ I (P™19) 2990 VIVYY DNWHA PIRA NTIY NI Y
Y 9 ) 1
= Lo Weights and in Ancient Isracl
ox ﬁ .[:._1 n Clg S anad measures i Ancient Israe
® & v O
o 7 A . Gera Ex. 30:13 1/20 Shegel | .6 grams
u 7 P = Beqga/Netzer | Ex. 38:26 2 Shegel 5.7 grams
J L L 4 Pim I Sam. 13:21 | 2/3 Shegel 7.6 grams
- “ ” on Shegel Ex. 30:13 20 Gera 11.5 grams
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S more and further than they do, not because our sight is more acute
= F L P or our height taller, but because they lift us into the air and elevate
8 4 p 7 us with all their gigantic height. Bernard de Chartres (died c. 1130)
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