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SIMAN 305: WHO IS OBLIGATED TO REDEEM AND WHEN / §23
SIMAT

Q 241

§23 The baby boy born after any of the following — (1) a baby
after eight months gestation whose head emerged after he
died, (2) a discharge of a fetal sac filled with blood, water
or with different colors, (3) a discharge of something that
looks like any one of different creatures, (4) a ®miscar-
riage on the fortieth day of gestation — is a firstborn
requiring Pidyon HaBen. (As long as the limbs are not formed

it does not exempt the baby that is born later from Pidyon HaBen
and we depend on this even nowadays. )

about to die because a stone fell on him. Is
there a difference if the stone was thrown
by someone or if it fell on him as a result of
astrong wind?

(D) miscarriage on the fortieth day
of gestation. The Chida'"" also rules like
the Rama that if there is no formation of
the flesh and skin, the baby boy born
afterwards is redeemed with the bles-
sings. This is also the ruling of the Noda
BiYehudah™ and Yabia Omer.”” Rav
Auerbach zt”l wrote to me that within the
forty days of gestation that the Gemara'™
considers the fetus to be mere water, one
cannot talk of formation of the body. The
Chacham Tzvi,'" on the other hand, rules
that nowadays a miscarriage of a fetal sac
after forty days of conception exempts the
next baby from Pidyon HaBen. However,
if the father wishes to act strictly, he
should redeem the baby but he should not
say the blessing over the redemption or
the shehecheyanu blessing. The Chatam
Sofer®s! writes that if one wishes to take
the ruling of the Chacham Tzvi into con-
sideration, the father says the blessing of
the Pidyon HaBen without mentioning

NISHMAT AVRAHAM

Hashem’s Name and the Cohen says the
shehecheyanu blessing, at the same time
exempting the father from the obligation
to say it. This is also the ruling of the
Divrei Chaim"! and Avnei Nezer.®" The
Zecher Simchah'™® adds that, if possible, it
would be even better if the shehecheyanu
blessing could be said on a new fruit or
garment, but there is no need to take trou-
ble over doing this. Although many achar-
onim'* have ruled that such a baby is
completely exempted from Pidyon HaBen,
and even if the father wishes to act
strictly and misuse his money he should
redeem his son without the blessings, Rav
Ovadiah Yosef shlita®™ rules that he
should redeem him with the blessings.
This is the minhag in Jerusalem and the
rule is that although wherever there is a
matter of doubt a blessing is not said, this
does not apply when a minhag is involved.

All the above applies only if the dis-
charge was examined. However if it was
not examined or if it was found to contain
what looks like flesh, one must take into
consideration that there was formation of
the fetus and everyone would then agree

——
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