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The Ways of Peace 
The	Jew	in	Exile	

1. Jeremiah 29:4 
-לכָלְ  :לאֵרָשְׂיִ יקלא ,תוֹאבָצְ ’ה רמַאָ הכֹּ  ד
  .הלָבֶבָּ ,םִלַשָׁוּרימִ יתִילֵגְהִ-רשֶׁאֲ--הלָוֹגּהַ

4 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all the 
captivity, whom I have caused to be carried away captive from 
Jerusalem unto Babylon:  

-תאֶ וּלכְאִוְ ,תוֹנּגַ וּעטְנִוְ ;וּבשֵׁוְ ,םיתִּבָ וּנבְּ  ה
  .ןיָרְפִּ

5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them, and plant gardens, and eat 
the fruit of them;  

 וּחקְוּ ,תוֹנבָוּ םינִבָּ וּדילִוֹהוְ ,םישִׁנָ וּחקְ  ו
 ,םישִׁנָאֲלַ וּנתְּ םכֶיתֵוֹנבְּ-תאֶוְ םישִׁנָ םכֶינֵבְלִ
  .וּטעָמְתִּ-לאַוְ ,םשָׁ-וּברְוּ ;תוֹנבָוּ םינִבָּ הנָדְלַתֵוְ

6 take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives 
for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they 
may bear sons and daughters; and multiply ye there, and be not 
diminished.  

 םכֶתְאֶ יתִילֵגְהִ רשֶׁאֲ ,ריעִהָ םוֹלשְׁ-תאֶ וּשׁרְדִוְ  ז
 ,הּמָוֹלשְׁבִ יכִּ  :’ה-לאֶ ,הּדָעֲבַ וּללְפַּתְהִוְ ,המָּשָׁ
  .םוֹלשָׁ םכֶלָ היֶהְיִ

7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be 
carried away captive, and pray unto the LORD for it; for in the 
peace thereof shall ye have peace.  

 
2. Ezra 6:8-10 

 אתָקְפְנִ אנָרְפַּסְאָ הרָהֲנַ רבַעֲ תדַּמִ ידִּ אכָּלְמַ יסֵכְנִּמִוּ 8דֵ אהָלָאֱ־תיבֵּ אנֵבְמִלְ 8לֵּאִ איֵדָוּהיְ יבֵשָׂ־םעִ ןוּדבְעַתַ־ידִ אמָלְ םעֵטְ םישִׂ ינִּמִוּ
  ׃אלָטָּבַלְ אלָ־ידִּ 8לֵּאִ איָּרַבְגֻלְ אבָהֲיַתְמִ אוֵהֱתֶּ

And I hereby issue an order concerning what you must do to help these elders of the Jews rebuild this 
House of God: the expenses are to be paid to these men with dispatch out of the resources of the king, 
derived from the taxes of the province of Beyond the River, so that the work not be stopped.  

 םהֹלְ בהֵיְתְמִ אוֵהֱלֶ םלֶשְׁוּריבִ־ידִ איָּנַהֲכָּ רמַאמֵכְּ חשַׁמְוּ רמַחֲ חלַמְ ןיטִנְחִ איָּמַשְׁ הּלָאֱלֶ ןוָלָעֲלַ ןירִמְּאִוְ ןירִכְדִוְ ןירִוֹת ינֵבְוּ ןחָשְׁחַ המָוּ
  ׃וּלשָׁ אלָ־ידִּ םוֹיבְּ םוֹי

They are to be given daily, without fail, whatever they need of young bulls, rams, or lambs as burnt 
offerings for the God of Heaven, and wheat, salt, wine, and oil, at the order of the priests in Jerusalem,  

  ׃יהִוֹנבְוּ אכָּלְמַ ייֵּחַלְ ןיִלַּצַמְוּ איָּמַשְׁ הּלָאֱלֶ ןיחִוֹחינִ ןיבִרְקְהַמְ ןוֹהֱלֶ־ידִּ

so that they may offer pleasing sacrifices to the God of Heaven and pray for the life of the king and his 
sons. 

 

Darkei	Shalom	
3. Mishna Gittin, 59b 

  :םולש יכרד ינפמ האפו החכש טקלב םיבכוכ ידבוע יינע דיב ןיחממ ןיא

One does not protest against poor gentiles who come to take gleanings, forgotten sheaves, and the 
produce in the corner of the field, which is given to the poor [pe’a], although they are meant 
exclusively for the Jewish poor, on account of the ways of peace. 

 



Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 3 

Praying	for	the	Government	
4. Mishna, Avos 3:2 

 ועלב םייח והער תא שיא הארומ אלמלאש תוכלמ לש המולשב ללפתמ יוה רמוא םינהכה ןגס אנינח יבר
5. Tosefta 4:17 

 'נש המצעל הכרב ומצעל ריש ומצעל ןברק ומצעל לגר ומצעל ןמז ומצעל סייפ גח לש ןורחאה בוט םויו
  ךלמה תא וכרביו םעה תא חלש ינימשה םויב

6. Avudraham, Seder Shacharis shel Shabbos [R. David ben R. Yosef Abudraham. 13th century, 
Spain He might have been a student of R. Yaakov Ba`al Ha-Turim] 

 
7. Sefer Kolbo, Siman 20 [R. Aharon ben R. Yaakov ha-Cohen, Narbonne, France, In 1306 he 

was expelled from France together with all the Jews there, and he settled on the island of 
Majorca near Spain, lived 13th-14th century]   

 כ"חאו ךלמה ןיכרבמש תומוקמ שיו ,ךרבש ימ הרטפהה רחא רמול וגהנ תירחש תבשבו
 גהנמה יפל לכהו להקה

8. Kedosh Yisrael, page 104 [Biography of R. Yisrael Salanter] 

 
 

 

9. To Heal a Fractured World, “The Kindness of Strangers” pages 102-103 
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	The	Three	Models	
10. A Judaism Engaged with the World, 2013 

Assimilation made sense in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, in a Jewish world traumatised by antisemitism. It 
makes no sense at all today, either in Israel or in the multicultural 
democracies of the West. In the United States, where 
outmarriage continues at the rate of one-in-two, Harvard 
sociologist Robert Putnam has shown that Jews are the group 
more respected and admired than any other.  
Segregation made immense sense after the Holocaust, when the 
heartlands of tradition in Eastern Europe had been almost 
entirely obliterated. But today, by a miracle of rebirth, the Haredi 
community is stronger than it was before the start of the Second 
World War. It has won the battle. We are in its debt. By sheer 
commitment and dedication it has brought the worlds of Jewish 
learning and practice back to life.  
Now is the time to turn outward and share its energies with the 
rest of the Jewish world. The battle of the twenty-first century is 
the one Jews have been waiting for, for at least two thousand 
years. What if we had a Jewish state and could do what Jews have 

been commanded to do since the days of Moses: build a society based on Torah values of 
righteousness, justice, kindness and compassion, the great prophetic virtues? What if non-Jews no 
longer looked down on Judaism as inferior to Christianity, Islam or enlightenment universalism? 
What if they actually respected it as a source of wisdom and inspiration? 
 

Tikun Olam 
11. Liturgy, Aleinu 

 
Therefore	we	hope	that	You,	Lord	our	G-d,	that	we	
may	see	the	glory	of	Your	power,	to	remove	
abominations	from	the	earth	so	that	the	idols	are	
utterly	cut	off,	to	perfect	the	world (letaken	olam)	
under	the	sovereignty	of	the	Almighty.	Then	all	
humanity	will	call	in	Your	name…	
	

 תוֹארְלִ ,וּניה5ֵאֱ 'ה 1לָּ-הוֶּקְַנ ןכֵּ לעַ
 ריבִעֲהַלְ ,1זָּעֻ תרֶאֶפְתִבְּ הרָהֵמְ
 תוֹרכָּ םילִילִאֱהְָו ,ץרֶאָהָ ןמִ םילִוּלּגִּ
 ,ידַּשַׁ תוּכלְמַבְּ םלָוֹע ןקֵּתַלְ ,ןוּתרֵכִָּי
 ...ךמֶשְׁבִ וּארְקְִי רשָׂבָ יֵנבְּ-לכְָו

12. Mishna, Gittin 4:5-6 
 
Someone	who	is	half	a	slave	and	half	a	free	person	
shall	work	for	his	master	one	day	and	for	himself	
one	day.	These	are	the	words	of	Beit	Hillel.	Beit	
Shamai	asked	him:	‘You	have	appeased	the	master	
but	the	slave	himself	you	have	not	sorted	out.	He	
cannot	marry	a	servant	lady	since	he	is	half	free,	but	
he	cannot	marry	a	free	woman	since	he	is	still	half	a	

 דבוע ןירוח ןב ויצחו דבע ויצחש ימ
 םוי ומצע תאו דחא םוי ובר תא
 תיב ול ורמא ללה תיב ירבד דחא
 ומצע תאו ובר תא םתנקת יאמש
 רשפא יא החפש אשיל םתנקת אל
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slave.	Should	he	not	marry?	Surely	the	world	was	
created	to	settle	it,	as	it	says	(Isiah	45)	“Not	for	
emptiness	did	He	create	it,	rather	to	settle	and	
develop	it.”	Rather	because	of	tikun	olam	we	force	
the	[remaining]	master	to	free	the	slave …’	Beit	
Hillel	retracted	to	adopt	the	opinion	of	Beit	Shamai.	

 יא ןירוח תב ןירוח ןב ויצח רבכש
 אלהו לטבי דבע ויצח רבכש רשפא
 היברו הירפל אלא םלועה ארבנ אל
 והת אל )ה"מ היעשי( רמאנש
 ןוקת ינפמ אלא הרצי תבשל הארב
 ותוא השועו ובר תא ןיפוכ םלועה
 תורוהל ללה תיב ורזחו ... ןירוח ןב
    :יאמש תיב ירבדכ

One	cannot	redeem	hostages	for	much	more	than	
their	value	because	of	tikun	olam.	

 ידכ לע רתוי םייובשה תא ןידופ ןיא
 םלועה ןוקת ינפמ ןהימד

 
 

13. To Heal a Fractured World, “Mending the World” pages 76, 78 

 
… 



Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 6 

 

 
 


