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rhe Halakhic Definition of Death in Light of Medical Hjg
istory

siiowo man is in labor, the child may haye e

Physio logi sl mdep:;ndence. As a result, in such a case, the child

e e mother: Matever the case may be, I concern myself }Ixnay

ol with the medical historical aspects of a caesarean sectior): e
In addition to this passage, there are multiple passages in T

Nidda and Bekhorot that discuss both live and postmortem ca:acmes

cection for both humans and animals.* These passages have fuelssrrflrll-

tiple debates in the medical historical literature regarding the antiquity
of caesarean section with maternal survival 9!

ady begun to exert his

— Do the passages that dis-
cuss live caesarean section (i.e., caesarian section with maternal survival)

reflect actual cases or simply theoretical constructs?

While the answer to this question is entirely irrelevant to the hal-
akhist, the medical historian has found the question irresistible. Post-
mortem caesarian section is well documented from before the Common
Era, but the performance of caesarean section with maternal survival is
not believed to have occurred before the Middle Ages.”? The references
to live caesarian section in talmudic times, if actual occurrences, would
obviously supplant this notion.

A comment should also be made regarding postmortem caesarian
section. As we have stated, according to the talmudic passage in Erkhin,

widely shown at medical halakha conferences. The relevance and details of this experi-
ment can be found in the halakhic literature. See Abraham S. Abraham, Nishmat Avraham

(Jerusalem, 1992), 175, addendum to Y. D., 339. See also Y. Shafran, op. flt'

89. A number of authorities maintain this position. See, for example, She elot UTES?IHV(.JI’
HaRadbaz, n. 695; the position of R. Isaac Stein quoted by R. Moshe Iss;:les ;n h]:;
She'elot UTeshuvot HaRama, n. 40; Mahazit HaShekel commentary to Shulhan Arukh,

0. H,, 330:10.

90.For these passages, see Sefer HaTashbetz, 1:10. SRRy T
91. See J. Preuss, op. cit, 420-426; Jeflrey B?;S' “,T}A’;?c?ﬁﬁm 5 (1961), n7-131
i : i ition e _ v

with Maternal Bk The JeW‘Sh Tr;:' t:ie _]t;wish source material on this topic.

Boss :des an excellent discussion © v ol

See alizo;::h‘:)sshua Leibovitz, “Mavo Histori Refu't L}Seder T:?’;:'::;;,’I:';ﬂ_: ot
i % HaRefua BiSifruteni, 1a :

Peh 6 (1964): 33-39; idem, LeToledot

187-189.

. i S ———— - hism’pé()fcil;;i MedicalAssociata‘an ]aumal 1454 (1991);
“The History of Caesarean Section, ana

,. . .CICE uc tj

d references.
History of Medicine 25 (19s1): 132-148 30

rean section, 5€€, for example, J. P- Boley,

461
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