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(1) TEHILLIM 23

(1) A Psalm of David. Hashem is my shepherd; I shall not want. 90IR X2 9w 0 1175 e (R)
(2) He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside NI on Sy 1927 RYT DRI (2)
the still waters. Syomy

(3) He restores my soul. He guides me in straight paths for His
name's sake.

(4) Yes, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for You are with me. Your rod and Your staff,

W07 PT3 23903 202 23 W91 (3)
Sy
2 ¥ RPN KD NR7R X2 798 %2 03 (7)

they comfort me. D303} TR ANV FRAW TRy AR

(5) You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. MY MIYT 070k T 100 9% TR ()

You have anointed my head with oil; my cup overflows. 127 0913 WX

(6) Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my AW >0 o1 92 01977 70m) 210 IR (1)

life; and I shall dwell in the house of Hashem forever. o7 TIRY ™ a2
COMMENTARY

(2) IBN EZRA TEHILLIM 23:3
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HE RESTORETH MY SOUL. David notes that the shepherd does not urgently drive the lamb from
pasture to pasture. On the contrary the shepherd calms (yeshovev) its soul in tranquility (be-shuvah) and
rest (Isaiah 30:15).

HE GUIDETH ME IN STRAIGHT PATHS means, He does not lead me upon the high mountains and in
valleys.

(3) MALBIM TEHILLIM 23:4
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He depicted his metaphor as though the shepherd who walked with him carried in his hand a small rod with
which to hit the sheep to incline it towards the correct path, and in his other hand his staff, which is a strong
branch, with which he would scare off all attackers and destroyers.

(4) IBN EZRA TEHILLIM 23:5
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(5) THOU PREPAREST A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES. In
contrast to the valley of the shadow of death. The valley of the shadow of death is similar to the gloom of
anguish (Isaiah 8:22). Note, the table is parallel to the green pastures. My cup runneth over is parallel to the
still waters (v. 2).

(5) PESACHIM 118A

SRR K Vi 7 iR WY L3190 027 0027, 21730 993 miR) L9900 nR 1HY nia ovea7 327 1n

The Sages taught in a baraita: With regard to the fourth cup, one completes hallel over it and recites
the great hallel, this is the statement of Rabbi Tarfon. And some say that one recites: “The Lord is
my shepherd, I shall not want” (Psalms 23:1).

(6) DEVARIM 2:7

137 B0 XD Ty PN " MY DOV AL 750 71T 03790 1N 0P YT AL AR 233 7973 ER 2 (1)

(7) For Hashem your God has blessed you in all the work of your hand. He has known your walking
through this great wilderness. These forty years Hashem your God has been with you; you have lacked
nothing.

(7) TEHILLIM 78:19-20
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(19) Yes, they spoke against God. They said, "Can God prepare a table in the wilderness? (20) Behold, He
smote the rock, that waters gushed out and streams overflowed. Can He give bread also? Will He provide
flesh for His people?”

(8) SHEMOT 15:13
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(13) You led forth, in Your kindness, this nation whom You redeemed; You guided them with Your
strength to Your holy abode.

(9) YIRMIYAHU 2:6
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(6) They do not say, 'Where is Hashem who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, who led us through the
wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought and of the shadow of death,
through a land that none passed through, and where no man lived?'

(10) MICHA 7:14-15
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(14) Shepherd Your people with Your staff, the flock of your heritage, who dwell by themselves in a forest,
in the midst of fertile pasture land, let them feed; in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old. (15) As in the
days of your coming forth out of the land of Egypt, I will show them marvelous things.

(11) TEHILLIM 78:69-72
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(69) And He built His sanctuary like the heights, like the earth which He has founded forever. (70) He chose
David, His servant, and took him from the sheepfolds; (71) from following the nursing ewes, He brought
him to be shepherd over Jacob, His people, and Israel, His inheritance. (72) So he shepherded them
according to the integrity of his heart, and led them by the skill of his hands.

(12) SHMUEL B 7:1-16
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(1) And it came to pass, when the king dwelled in his house, and Hashem had given him rest from all his
enemies all around, (2) that the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but
the ark of God dwells within curtains." (3) And Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in your heart; for
Hashem is with you." (4) And it came to pass the same night, that the word of Hashem came to Nathan,
saying, (5) "Go and tell My servant David, "Thus says Hashem, 'Shall you build Me a house for Me to dwell
in? (6) For I have not dwelled in a house since the day that I brought the Children of Israel up out of Egypt,
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even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. (7) Wherever I have walked among all the
Children of Israel, have I spoken a word with any of the rulers of Israel whom I commanded to shepherd
My people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?' (8) Now, thus shall you say to My
servant David, "Thus says Hashem of hosts, 'I took you from the sheep pen, from following the sheep, that
you should be prince over My people, over Israel. (9) And I have been with you wherever you have gone,
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like the name of the
great ones that are on the earth. (10) And I will appoint a place for My people Israel and I will plant them
that they may dwell in their own place and not be agitated anymore. Neither shall the wicked afflict them
anymore, as at the first, (11) even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, Hashem tells you that Hashem will make you a house.
(12) When your days are fulfilled, and you shall lie with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, that
shall proceed from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. (13) He shall build a house for My name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. (14) I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to
Me; if he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the strokes of humans. (15)
And My mercy shall not depart from him, as I removed it from Saul, whom I put away before you. (16) And
your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before you; your throne shall be established
forever."

(13) MALBIM TEHILLIM 23:1

M PWRA DY 9OPWw 790N ,79197Y RYW TV 12722 IRY Y0 N1 YA PP DR 00 AT MM — 7172 e (R)
ORI DYWL, AN PV 1R AWRT AV T AR RWT NIRI DY V17 IRED YR 18701 ,12702 IRET OV 7TaN0 DY 1R
1LY K01 XD TWA ORI NIAT OO 102 11T 9V 1IDT NI TIWA NP QY TTIANT TWA 11 0 I02n 19ER 1 07
AT TR AT TAT 00,271 21y awa TN YR RIP 1992 MR QAW 1IREA 1OV, OV MPaTa 1 1777909 1701900 2N
SRR IR

In this mzzmor, he expresses the events in his life, from when he was a shepherd in the wilderness until he
rose to kingship. First he reflects on the beginning of his life, when he was alone with the sheep, and
imagined himself as sheep of a flock on green pastures with Hashem watching over him compassionately.
These years were, for him, the best of his life, when he was alone with his Creator, when he was playing
pleasant songs before him on his harp, when the crown had not been placed on him to take him away from
his closeness with Hashem. For we find that once he became king, he constantly called himself poor and
destitute, because the earlier time had been the best for him.
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Since it was Hashem’s will to take him from this isolated life to shepherd His flock, He arranged matters so
that he would be taken to Shaul’s house to play music there, and then put it in his heart to fight Goliath and
develop his reputation, and then inspired Shaul’s anger against himself and caused him to give him his
daughter for 100 Philistine foreskins, and then to chase after him to kill him. All of these were causes for his
success until he reached kingship, and they were all against David’s wishes, who preferred his solitary life
and always remembered the early months, which were better than the crown.
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This is comparable to a crown prince, heir to the throne, who rejects kingship and chooses a life of
asceticism in a hut in the forest in the west. The king chose one of his servants to burn down this hut, and
when the ascetic went to find new lodgings, the servant of the king convinced him to live in a small house in
the forest. Then he burned down this house and brought him to live in a nicer house, closer to the city. He
keep doing this to him repeatedly until he became closer to the city and used to nicer houses, until he
returned to the city and his father’s house. Then the son understand that everything that had happened was
part of the fathet’s plot to take him from his ascetic, solitary life to leadership of the people, and he told his
father, “Know, that even though you conspired to being me to this kingship, nonetheless know that in my
heart, I am still an ascetic of God like I always was. All of the “good” and “kindness” you did for me was
against my kill, and even in the house of the king I won’t depart from being a servant of Hashem, a holy
ascetic before him.”
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FURTHER READING

(14) RADAK TEHILLIM 23:1
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This migmor was said by David about himself when he went from trouble to relief, or was said about Israel
for them to say when they leave from exile... And in the Midrash...: “it speaks about David when he fled
from Shaul.

(15) SHMUEL B 12:1-4
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(1) And Hashem sent Nathan to David. And he came to him and said to him, "There were two men in one
city: one rich, and one poor. (2) The rich man had very many flocks and herds; (3) but the poor man had
nothing except one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and reared; and it grew up together with him and
with his children. It ate of his food, and drank of his cup, and lay in his bosom, and was like a daughter to
him. (4) And a traveller came to the rich man, and he had pity to take of his own flock and of his own herd
to prepare for the wayfaring man that had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb, and prepared it
for the man that had come to him."
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(17) BEREISHIT 48:15
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He blessed Yosef, and he said, "The God before whom my fathers, Avraham and Yitzchak, walked, the
God who has tended to me ever since I have been until today,

https://www.tehillim.org.il/topic/%d7%9¢%d7%96%d 7% 9e%d7%95%d 7%0a8-%d 7%9b%d 7%:92

https:/ /www.daat.ac.il/he-il/tanach /iyvunim /ktuvim/tehilim /prakim /%d7%a2%d7%699%d 7%695%d 7% 9f-
%d7%91%d7%aa%d7%94%d7%9c%d7%99%d7%9d-%d7%9b%d7%92-.htm

https://www.daat.ac.il/he-
il/tanach/ivunim /ktuvim /tehilim /prakim /%d 7%94%d7%6a8 %d 7%695%d 7%0a2%d 7%:94-
%d7%95%d7%94%d7%9e%d 7%9c%d 7%9a.htm

https:/ /www.daat.ac.il/daat/vl/betmikra/betmikral20.pdf

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7rytfugul.M
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y7rytfuguLM

