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Why didn’t G-d Destroy Egypt Like he Destroyed Sedom?
The Intersubjectivity Theory of Jessica Benjamin

Jessica Benjamin (born 1946) is a psychoanalyst
known for her contributions to psychoanalysis
and social thought. She is currently a practicing
psychoanalyst in New York City where she is on
the faculty of the New York University
Postdoctoral Psychology Program in
Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy Jessica
Benjamin is one of the original contributors to
the fields of relational psychoanalysis, and the
theory of intersubjectivity.
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(1) The two messengers came to Sedom in the evening, while Lot was sitting by the gate of
Sedom. Lot saw and rose to greet them. He bowed, with his face to the ground.

(2) He said, "Here, please, my lords. Please, turn aside to your servant's house. Stay the night,
wash your feet, and rise early to go on your way." They said, "No, for we will spend the night in
the square."

(3) He pressed them hard, so they turned aside to him and came to his house. He made them a
feast and baked matzot and they ate.

(4) They had not yet lain down when the men of the city, the men of Sedom, surrounded the
house, from young to old, all the people, from one end to the other.

(5) They called to Lot and said to him, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring
them out to us that we may know them."

(6) Lot went out to them, to the entrance, and closed the door behind him.



irakovsky@torontotorah.com n’a

(7) He said, "Please, my brothers, do not do harm.

(8) Please, here, | have two daughters who have not known a man. Please, let me take them out
to you and you may do to them as you see fit. But, to these men, do not do anything, for after
all, they have come under the shade of my roof."

(9) They said, "Move over!" And they said, "This one comes to sojourn and even sets himself as
judge?! Now, we will harm you more than them." They pressed hard against the man, against
Lot, and approached to break the door.

(10) The men sent forth their hands and brought Lot towards them, into the house, and closed
the door,

(11) while the men who were at the entrance to the house, they smote with blindness, from
young to old, so that they tried in vain to find the door.

(12) The men said to Lot, "Whom else do you have here? Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters,
and all that is yours, bring them out of this place!

(13) For, we are to destroy this place, as their cries have become great before Hashem, and
Hashem has sent us to destroy it."

(14) Lot went out and spoke with his sons-in-law who married his daughters and said, "Rise and
get out of this place, because Hashem is to destroy the city!" But it seemed to his sons-in-law
that he was joking.

(15) And when dawn broke, the messengers urged Lot, saying "Rise, take your wife and your
two daughters who are present, lest you be wiped out in the iniquity of the city."

(16) He lingered, and the men grabbed his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his
two daughters, in Hashem's mercy for him, and brought and set him outside the city.

(17) Upon bringing them out, he said, "Escape with your life! Do not look back and do not
stop anywhere in the plain. Escape to the hills, lest you be wiped out!“...
(24) And Hashem rained brimstone and fire upon Sedom and Amorah, from Hashem, from the
heavens.

(25) He overturned those cities, the entire plain, all the cities' inhabitants, and the land's
vegetation.
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Sedom Egypt
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(10) Lot lifted his eyes and saw the entire Jordan Plain, that all of it was well watered — before
Hashem's destruction of Sedom and Amorah — like the garden of Hashem, like the land of
Egypt, as you come toward Tzo’ar.
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(4) An Ammonite or a Moabite shall not enter into the assembly of Hashem; even to the tenth
generation none belonging to them shall enter into the assembly of Hashem forever,

(5) because they didn't meet you with bread and with water on the way, when you came forth
out of Egypt...

(7) You shall not seek their peace or their prosperity all your days forever.
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(8) You shall not abhor an Edomite; for he is your brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian,
because you lived as a foreigner in his land.

(9) The children of the third generation who are born to them shall enter into the assembly of
Hashem.
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(36) The two daughters of Lot conceived from their father.

(37) The elder gave birth to a son and named him Moav. He is the father of Moav of today.
(38) And the younger also gave birth to a son and named him Ben Ami. He is the father of the
Children of Ammon of today.
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(14) Yosef gathered all the money that was to be found in the land of Egypt and the land Canaan
in exchange for the grain which they were buying, and Yosef brought the money to Paroh's
house.

(15) When the money from the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan was spent, all of Egypt
came to Yosef, saying, "Give us bread. Why should we die in front of you? For there is no more
money!"

(16) Yosef said, "Give me your livestock, and | will provide for you in exchange for your livestock
if there is no more money."

(17) They brought their livestock to Yosef, and Yosef gave them bread in exchange for the
horses, flocks of sheep, herds of cattle, and donkeys. He sustained them with bread in exchange
for their livestock that year.
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(18) That year ended, and they came to him in the second year and said to him, "We cannot
hide from my master, but if the money is spent and the animal stocks are my masters, nothing is
left before my master except for our bodies and our lands.

(19) Why should we die before your eyes, we, as well as our lands. Buy us and our lands in
exchange for bread, and we, with our lands, will be slaves to Paroh. But, give us seed so we shall
live and not die, and the land will not be desolate."

(20) Yosef bought all of the land of Egypt for Paroh, for each Egyptian sold his field because the
famine was strong upon them; so the land became Paroh's.

(21) As for the people, he transferred them, by cities, from one end of the border of Egypt to
the other.

(22) Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had a portion from Paroh, and
they ate their portion that Paroh gave them; therefore they did not sell their land.

(23) Yosef said to the people, "Behold, | have bought you and your land today for Paroh. Here is
seed for you, that you may sow the land.

(24) When the produce is gathered, you will give a fifth to Paroh, and four parts shall be yours:
as seed for the field, food for you and for those in your houses, and for your little ones to eat.
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In Sodom, there are no strangers at all. If we use the psychoanalytic perspective, it does not
recognize the existence of the "other" at all. The Torah teaches us that a place devoid of any
relation to the "other," lacking human rights, and not acknowledging the concept of "strangers,"
must be eradicated from the face of the earth. There is no moral justification for its existence. In
Egypt, on the other hand, there are many strangers. It absorbs people from the region and takes
care of their basic needs, despite enslaving them. Strangers in it have a hint of human rights,
even though they lack citizenship rights. They are recognized in their existence but become
slaves.

:Devarim 10,19 | v* ' p"MaT.7
D'I¥N YINA DN D72 2 130 DX DR2DKI (DY)
(19) Therefore love the foreigner; for you were foreigners in the land of Egypt.




