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(1) TEHILLIM 126 

(1) A Song of Ascents. When Hashem brought back those that 
returned to Zion, we were like dreamers. 
(2) Then our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
singing. Then they said among the nations, "Hashem has done 
great things with these." 
(3) Hashem has done great things with us; we have rejoiced. 
(4) Return our captivity, Hashem, as the streams in the dry 
land. 
(5) They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
(6) Though he that bears the measure of seed goes on his way 
weeping, he shall come home with joy, bearing his sheaves. 

יר( א) שׁוּב  הַמַעֲלוֹת שִׁ יבַת  אֶת  י"י בְּ יּוֹן שִׁׁ ינוּ צִׁ  הָיִׁ

ים מִׁ חֹלְּ  . כְּ

מָלֵא אָז( ב) חוֹק יִׁ ינוּ שְּ שוֹנֵנוּ פִׁ רוּ  אָז רִנָּה  וּלְּ   יאֹמְּ

ם יל בַגּוֹיִׁ דִׁ גְּ ם לַעֲשוֹת י"י הִׁ  .אֵלֶה  עִׁ

יל( ג) דִׁ גְּ מָנוּ לַעֲשוֹת י"י הִׁ ינוּ עִׁ ים הָיִׁ מֵחִׁ  . שְּ

יתֵנוּ ] אֶת  י"י שׁוּבָה( ד) בִׁ ים( שבותנו[ ) שְּׁ יקִׁ   כַאֲפִׁ

 . בַנֶגֶב

ים( ה) עִׁ עָה הַזֹרְּ מְּ דִׁ רִנָּה בְּ צֹרוּ בְּ קְּ  .יִׁ

  יָבאֹ באֹ הַזָרַע מֶשֶךְ  נֹשֵא וּבָכֹה יֵלֵךְ הָלוֹךְ( ו)

רִנָּה  . אֲלֻמֹתָיו נֹשֵא בְּ

COMMENTARY 

(2) MALBIM TEHILLIM 126:1 

 להשיב נביאיו י"ע הבטחתו' ה שימלא שיקוו מה ישראל תקות... והגולה ציון שיבת על בבל בגלות הוסד – המעלות שיר( א)

 ...עתה הוה כדבר העתיד את שרואה,  נבואיי חלום כחולם, שבותם

This [psalm] was established during the Babylonian exile on the return of Tziyon and the exile… the hope 

of Israel was their hope that Hashem will fulfill His promise through the prophets to return them. This is 

like the one who dreams a prophetic dream, who sees the future as though it is present… 

(3) MEYUCHAS L’RASHBAM TEHILLIM 126:1 

 הוא אמת בחלומו שרואה מה שכל ונמצא, משנתו יעור  אשר כאיש נהיה וכשנגאל

When we are redeemed, we will be like a person who awakens from his sleep and finds that everything that 

he saw in his dream had come true. 

(4) RADAK TEHILLIM 126:1 

 .ל"ז אבי אדוני פירשו כן. לארצנו בשובנו לנו שתהיה השמחה מרוב, הגלות צרות בעינינו יעוף כחלום – כחולמים היינו

 . בחלום רק הזה בפלא בעיניו רואה אדם אין, שבותם  את האל בשוב ישראל יאמרו  כן: פירש ע"ראב והחכם

“We were like dreamers” – the pains of exile are like a fleeting dream in our eyes, because of the great joy 

that will be with us when we return to our land. This is how my father explained it. 

The sage Avraham ibn Ezra explained that this is what Israel will say when God will return them: “no 

person has seen a wonder like this with their eyes, but only in a dream.” 
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(5) IYOV 8:21-22 

ה עַד( כא) מַלֵּ חוֹק יְּ פָתֶיךָ פִיךָ שְּ רוּעָה וּשְּ אֶיךָ( כב) .תְּ שוּ שֹנְּ בְּ לְּ אֹהֶל בֹשֶת יִׁ ים וְּ שָעִׁ  .אֵינֶנוּ רְּ

(21) He will yet fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with shouting. (22) Those that hate you shall be 

clothed with shame; and the tent of the wicked shall be no more. 

(6) R’ ELCHANAN SAMET, “PSALM 126: PART 2,” VBM WEBSITE 

Why do the nations think "the Lord did great things for these"? The answer seems to lie in the uniqueness 

of the process of return of those who returned from the Babylonian exile to their homeland. 

Many nations were exiled from their lands by the kings of Assyria and Babylonia over the course of the two 

hundred years that preceded the Persian conquest of Babylonia. To the best of our knowledge, however, 

none of these nations returned to their homelands other than the Jews who were exiled to Babylonia. 

Koresh's proclamation set in motion the return to Zion that came in its wake, the renewal of settlement in 

Judea with political rights, limited as they may have been, and the rebuilding of the Temple and restoration 

of Jerusalem and its walls. All of these constitute a unique phenomenon in the history of the ancient world. 

Had it not been for the return of Jews to their homeland in recent generations, it might well have remained 

a unique phenomenon in all of history. 

(7) NIDDAH 31A 

 מכיר אינו הנס בעל אפילו לעולם  כבודו שם וברוך לבדו( גדולות) נפלאות עושה( יח, עב תהלים) דכתיב מאי  אלעזר רבי אמר

 בנסו 

Rabbi Elazar said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “Blessed be the Lord God, the God of 

Israel, Who does wondrous things alone; and blessed be His glorious name forever” (Psalms 72:18–

19)? What does it mean that God “does wondrous things alone”? It means that even the one for whom 

the miracle was performed does not recognize the miracle that was performed for him. 

(8) YOSEF BRESLAVI, “HA-YADATA ET HA-ARETZ?” PP. 320-328 

Rashi explains… "Like streams of water in an arid land, which moisten it, so too we shall be moistened 

when You bring back our return." The Radak maintains that "the Negev is an arid region… It itself is thirsty 

for water, and if streams of water would pass through it, it would be a great novelty and favor. So, too, the 

return of our exile: the exile is likened to the Negev and the salvation to streams of water."… These 

explanations do not accord with Scripture… 

The streambeds in the Negev cannot serve as an encouraging symbol even in the winter. They are usually 

filled with stones, silt, and sand. The great streams of water that sometimes pass through them are rare and 

usually last for only a few hours or days. The streambeds in the Negev do not return to their former 

strength during the winter; they do not even fill with water, and they are not covered with rich flora, which 

might serve as a symbol of flowering and for encouragement… 
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The most surprising sight in the Negev is a flood without rain… The clouds glide over the Negev plateau 

without releasing a single drip of rain. The clouds are carried further east and the skies clear up, but 

somewhere far off in the mountains, heavy rain begins to fall. Water begins to stream from every side 

towards the Negev streambeds; it grows stronger and stronger without pause; and in the end it bursts forth 

with enormous power towards the Negev plateau westward, astonishing the person who had seen no rain 

whatsoever that day… 

If we return now to the psalmist's prayer in chapter 126, "Bring back, O Lord, our return, like the streams in 

the south," and ask ourselves about the psalmist's analogy and request, we must say: The psalmist was well 

familiar with the streams of the Negev, which during the winter turn into powerful currents. The small 

ingathering of the exiles did not satisfy him, and he too, like the prophet Zekharya, prayed for a massive 

return from all across the Diaspora. Therefore, "Bring back, O Lord, our return, like the streams in the 

south" – bring back our return in strong, powerful, and unforeseen currents, like the great currents of water 

that occasionally flow in the streambeds of the Negev! The nation that returned to Zion must pass through 

areas of wilderness. Its masses are likened to the streams in the Negev which all of a sudden bring great 

amounts of water. 

(9) CHAGGAI 1:9-11 

בֵה אֶל פָנֹה( ט) נֵה הַרְּ הִׁ עָט  וְּ מְּ ת וַהֲבֵאתֶם לִׁ י הַבַיִׁ תִׁ נָפַחְּ אֻם מֶה יַעַן  בוֹ וְּ בָאוֹת י"י נְּ י יַעַן צְּ אַתֶם חָרֵב הוּא אֲשֶר בֵיתִׁ ים וְּ יש רָצִׁ בֵיתוֹ אִׁ .  לְּ

אוּ עֲלֵיכֶם כֵן עַל( י) ם כָלְּ טָל שָמַיִׁ הָאָרֶץ מִׁ אָה וְּ בוּלָהּ כָלְּ רָא( יא. )יְּ עַל הָאָרֶץ עַל חֹרֶב וָאֶקְּ ים וְּ עַל הֶהָרִׁ עַל הַדָגָן וְּ ירוֹש וְּ עַל הַתִׁ   וְּ

הָר צְּ עַל הַיִּׁ יא שֶראֲ  וְּ עַל הָאֲדָמָה תוֹצִׁ עַל הָאָדָם וְּ הֵמָה וְּ עַל הַבְּ ל  וְּ יעַ  כׇּ גִׁ ם יְּ  . כַפָיִׁ

(9) "You looked for much, and, behold, it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. 

Why?" says Hashem of Hosts, "Because of My house that lies waste, while each of you is busy with his own 

house. (10) Therefore for your sake the heavens withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. (11) I 

called for a drought on the land, on the mountains, on the grain, on the new wine, on the oil, on that which 

the ground brings forth, on men, on livestock, and on all the labor of the hands." 

INTERTEXTUAL PARALLELS 

(10) YOEL 2:20-23 

אֶת( כ) י וְּ פוֹנִׁ יק הַצְּ חִׁ יו מֵעֲלֵיכֶם אַרְּ תִׁ דַחְּ הִׁ יָּה אֶרֶץ אֶל וְּ מָמָה צִׁ י הַיָּם אֶל פָנָיו אֶת וּשְּ מֹנִׁ סֹפוֹ הַקַדְּ עָלָה הָאַחֲרוֹן הַיָּם אֶל וְּ שוֹ וְּ אְּ תַעַל בׇּ   וְּ

דִיל כִי צַחֲנָתוֹ י אַל( כא) .לַעֲשוֹת הִגְּ אִׁ ירְּ י אֲדָמָה תִׁ ילִׁ חִי גִּׁ מָּ דִיל כִי וּשְּ אוּ אַל( כב) .לַעֲשוֹת י"י הִגְּ ירְּ י שָדַי בַהֲמוֹת תִׁ אוּ כִׁ אוֹת דָשְּ  נְּ

בָר דְּ י מִׁ יוֹ נָשָא עֵץ כִׁ רְּ אֵנָה פִׁ נוּ וָגֶפֶן תְּ נֵי( כג. )חֵילָם נָתְּ יּוֹן וּבְּ ילוּ צִׁ חוּ גִּׁ שִמְּ י אֱלֹהֵיכֶם י"בַי וְּ דָקָה הַמוֹרֶה אֶת לָכֶם נָתַן כִׁ צְּ  לָכֶם וַיּוֹרֶד לִׁ

קוֹש מוֹרֶה גֶּשֶם אשוֹן וּמַלְּ  .בָרִׁ

(20) But I will remove the northern one far away from you, and will drive it into a barren and desolate land, 

its front into the eastern sea, and its back into the western sea; and its stench will come up, and its bad smell 

will rise, for he has done great things." (21) Land, don't be afraid. Be glad and rejoice, for Hashem has done 

great things. (22) Don't be afraid, you animals of the field; for the pastures of the wilderness spring up, for 

the tree bears its fruit. The fig tree and the vine yield their strength. (23) Be glad then, you children of Zion, 
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and rejoice in Hashem, Your God; for He gives you the former rain in just measure, and He causes the rain 

to come down for you, the former rain and the latter rain, as before. 

(11) AMOS 9:13-15 

נֵה( יג) ים הִׁ י יָמִׁ אֻם םבָאִׁ גַּש י"י נְּ נִׁ ר חוֹרֵש וְּ צֵּ דֹרֵךְ בַקֹּ ים וְּ ךְ עֲנָבִׁ שֵּ מֹּ יפוּ הַזָּרַע בְּ טִׁ הִׁ ים וְּ יס הֶהָרִׁ ל עָסִׁ כׇּ בָעוֹת וְּ נָה הַגְּּ מוֹגַגְּ תְּ ( יד. )תִׁ

תִי שַבְּ בוּת אֶת וְּ ל  עַמִי שְּ אֵּ רָּ ים וּבָנוּ יִשְּ שַמוֹת עָרִׁ יָשָבוּ נְּ עוּ וְּ נָטְּ ים וְּ רָמִׁ שָתוּ כְּ עָשוּ יֵינָם אֶת וְּ לוּ גַנוֹת וְּ אָכְּ יהֶם אֶת וְּ רִׁ ים( טו. )פְּ תִׁ טַעְּ   וּנְּ

מָתָם עַל לאֹ אַדְּ שוּ וְּ נָתְּ מָתָם מֵעַל עוֹד יִׁ י אֲשֶר אַדְּ  .אֱלֹהֶיךָ י"י  אָמַר לָהֶם נָתַתִׁ

(13) "Behold, the days come," says Hashem, "that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the one 

treading grapes him who sows seed; and sweet wine will drip from the mountains, and flow from the hills. 

(14) I will bring My people Israel back from captivity, and they will rebuild the ruined cities, and inhabit 

them; and they will plant vineyards, and drink wine from them. They shall also make gardens, and eat their 

fruit. (15) I will plant them on their land, and they will no more be plucked up out of their land which I have 

given them," says Hashem your God. 

(12) BEREISHIT 37:5-7 

אֶחָיו וַיַּגֵּד חֲלוֹם יוֹסֵף וַיַּחֲלֹם( ה) פוּ לְּ נאֹ עוֹד וַיּוֹסִׁ עוּ אֲלֵיהֶם וַיּאֹמֶר( ו. )אֹתוֹ שְּ מְּ י אֲשֶר הַזֶה הַחֲלוֹם נָא שִׁ תִׁ נֵה( ז. )חָלָמְּ הִׁ נוּ  וְּ  אֲנַחְּ

ים מִׁ אַלְּ ים מְּ תוֹךְ אֲלֻמִׁ נֵה הַשָדֶה בְּ הִׁ י קָמָה וְּ גַם אֲלֻמָתִׁ צָבָה וְּ נֵה נִׁ הִׁ סֻבֶינָה וְּ ָ  אֲלֻמֹתֵיכֶם תְּ תַחֲוֶין שְּ י וַתִׁ  .לַאֲלֻמָתִׁ

(5) Yosef dreamed a dream and he told his brothers, and they hated him even more. (6) He said to them, 

"Listen, now, to this dream that I dreamed. (7) Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field and my sheaf 

rose and even stood erect, and, behold, your sheaves surrounded and bowed down to my sheaf." 

(13) MIDRASH TANCHUMA VAYIGASH 10 

אֶת הוּדָה וְּ י: הַכָתוּב שֶאָמַר זֶה. שָלַח יְּ נִׁ נְּ י שֹלֵחַ  הִׁ אָכִׁ נָה מַלְּ גוֹ  וּפִׁ אֵה באֹ(. א, ג מלאכי' )וְּ יוֹסֵף שֶאֵרַע צָרוֹת כָל, וּרְּ יּוֹן אֵרַע, לְּ צִׁ .. .לְּ

יוֹסֵף נֵה, בְּ הִׁ נוּ וְּ ים אֲנַחְּ מִׁ אַלְּ ים מְּ יּוֹן.  אֲלֻמִׁ צִׁ נָה יָבאֹ באֹ, בְּ רִׁ יוֹסֵף.. (.ו, קכו תהלים) אֲלֻמֹתָיו נֹשֵא בְּ יּוֹן, חֲלוֹם יוֹסֵף וַיַּחֲלוֹם, בְּ צִׁ שוּב, בְּ   בְּ

יבַת אֶת' ה יּוֹן שִׁ ינוּ צִׁ ים  הָיִׁ מִׁ חֹלְּ  (. א, קכו תהלים) כְּ

And he sent Judah before him (Gen. 46:28). Scripture states elsewhere: Behold, I send My messenger, and he 

shall clear the way before Me (Mal. 3:1). Observe that every misfortune that occurred to Joseph likewise befell 

Zion… With reference to Joseph it is said: For behold, we are binding sheaves (Gen. 37:7), and in regard to Zion: 

Ye shall come home with song, bearing sheaves (Ps. 126:6)… Joseph: And Joseph dreamed a dream (Gen. 37:5), and 

Zion: When the Lord brought back those that returned to Zion, we were like unto them that dream (Ps. 126:1). 


