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Rav Soloveitchik
ST PONTD DYDY DYDY '7{373 D’.‘ﬁbﬁf‘ ™ 17" - And may the Lord give you of the dew of the heavens

and [of] the fatness of the earth. When Jacob bought the birthright from Esau, Jacob attained th
privilege of serving in the Beis Hamikdash. 1saac’s blessings, on the other hand, were meant to confer
matenal benefits. Jacob wanted a God-oriented existence as well as the niceties of life. while Isaac
doubted that one could have both. He did not think it possible to be a committed servant to the
Almighty and still have the oown Y. As a result, Isaac originally intended that the latter blessing be
bestowed upon Esau, not recognizing Esau to be a murderer and a cheat. Isaac assumed that Esau
would at least follow the sheva mitzvos b'nei Noach, Noah's moral code.

Rebecca had a different view of the material benefits in Isaac’s blessing. The Torah teaches man
how to combine both spiritual and physical objectives: how to plan, how to succeed and at the
same time observe the covenant. Man is both a metaphysical as well as a secular being. The Torah

to God, abstaining to raise oneself spiritually. To the poor, we must give ten percent. Disciplining
ourselves 1o withdraw, Lo give away, is part of our service to the Almighty. Without the oowm
Jacob could not absorb this vital lesson. (Boston, undaied
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