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Succah: The gift of Exile
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Be in pain and kneel, O daughter of Zion, like a woman in confinement, for now you shall go forth from the city; and you shall
dwell in the field, and you shall come up to Babylon; there you shall be saved; there the Lord shall redeem you from the hand of
your enemies.
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Question: Galus? But it’s zman simchaseinu??
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Question: If the Sukkah is Galus- so shouldn’t we davka be uncomfortable?
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1. Davka In Galus we realize How Much Hashem is with us!
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" The prophet Michah lived during the reign of king Jotham of Judah, and succeeding kings, about 150 years before the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonian
hosts. In this time, as often before him and after him, the people of both Judah and of the Northern Kingdom had abandoned the ways of G-d. Jerusalem and Samaria,
the capitals of the two Jewish kingdoms, were centers of idol worship and bad living. The rich oppressed the poor, and the laws of the Torah were rejected. Fearlessly, as
the prophecy of G-d rested on him, Micah came out to denounce the evils that had filled his beloved land. He warned that Samaria and Jerusalem would be destroyed.
The prophecy about Samaria was fulfilled only a short time later, less than a quarter of a century; it was destroyed by Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, in the year 3205
(after Creation). Jerusalem existed for another 133 years, and was destroyed in the year 3338. Thus, like Isaiah, the great prophet who lived about the same time, Micah
admonished his people to return to G-d. He was especially bitter about the ruling classes, who used their positions of power to enrich themselves at the expense of the
poor. (from Chabad.org)

2 Rabbi Shlomo Ganzfried (1804-1886) was born in Uzhhorod (Ungvar) in the Carpathian region of the Habsburg Empire (now Ukraine). When he was eight years old,
Shlomo's father, Rabbi Yosef, passed way, and Ungvar's chief rabbi, Rabbi Tzvi Hirsh Heller, assumed legal guardianship of Shlomo. In 1830, he abandoned his work as
a wine merchant and accepted the position of Rabbi of Brezovica (Brezevitz). In 1849, he returned to Ungvar to serve as a rabbinical judge. Realizing that the average
Jew required a basic knowledge of practical halachah, Rabbi Ganzfried compiled the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, an abbreviated digest of Jewish law. To this day, the Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch remains a classic halachic work, and it has been translated into many languages. In addition to the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, he authored many works
including Kesset HaSofer, a halachic primer for scribes, and Pnei Shlomo, a commentary on the Talmud. (from chabad.org)
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2. In Galus we are forced to actualize and strengthen our Bitachon and earn the Torah!
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3. Galus is critically necessary to stir us towards Geula
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27 And the Lord will scatter you among the peoples, and you will remain few in number among the nations to where the Lord will lead you. 28
And there you will worship gods, man's handiwork, wood and stone, which neither see, hear, eat, nor smell. 29 And from there you will seek

the Lord your God, and you will find Him, if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul. 30 When you are distressed, and all these
things happen upon you in the end of days, then you will return to the Lord your God and obey Him.

3 Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter (Hebrew: 'n7x 27 nx nTiny, 15 April 1847 — 11 January 1905), also known by the title of his main work, the Sfas Emes
(Ashkenazic Pronunciation) or Sefat Emet nnx now (Modern Hebrew), was a Hasidic rabbi who succeeded his grandfather, Rabbi Yitzchak Meir
Alter, as the Av beis din (head of the rabbinical court) and Rav of Géra Kalwaria, Poland (known in Yiddish as the town of Ger), and succeeded
Rabbi Chanokh Heynekh HaKohen Levin of Aleksander as Rebbe of the Gerrer Hasidim. He was born in 1847 (5608) and named Yehudah Leib; he
was known to family and friends as Leybl. His father, Rabbi Avraham Mordechai Alter, died when Yehudah Leib was only eight years old, and his
mother Mrs. Esther Alter (née Landsztajn) died before that. Orphaned of both parents, he was brought up by his grandparents, Rabbi Yitzchak Meir
Alter (known as the Chiddushei Harim) and his wife. When he was about ten years old, his grandfather took him to visit the Kotzker Rebbe, which
left a lifelong impression on him. When his grandfather, Rabbi Yitzchak Meir, died in 1866, many of the Gerrer Hasidim sought to bestow the mantle
of leadership upon eighteen-year-old Yehudah Aryeh Leib. He refused that position, and leadership went to Rabbi Chanokh Heynekh HaKohen
Levin of Aleksandrow £édzki. However, after the death of the latter in 1870, the Hasidim succeeded in gaining Yehudah Aryeh Leib's assent to
become their Rebbe. Rabbi Yehudah Aryeh Leib was one of the greatest Torah scholars of his generation, teaching students such as Rabbi
Nachman Shlomo Greenspan and many others. His output was prodigious, and his works (all entitled Sfas Emes) deal with the Talmud, the ethics
of the Midrash, and mysticism of the Zohar. (from wikipedia)
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Question: Why the drasha of lerabos es ha’geirim
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“Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlap was born in Jerusalem in 1882, where his father served as a rabbinic judge (dayyan) in the bet din of Rabbi Yehoshua
Leib Diskin. Shortly after Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook arrived in Israel in 1904, the two developed a close relationship; Charlap was particularly
influenced by Kook's thought. When the Sha'arei Hesed neighborhood of Jerusalem was established outside the Old City in 1908, Rav Charlap was
appointed rabbi of the neighborhood. In 1924, when Rabbi Kook established the Mercaz HaRav yeshiva, Charlap was appointed Rosh Yeshiva, a
position he held until his death in 1951. When the State of Israel was founded in 1948, he expressed both orally and in writing that this event
signified “the beginning of the redemption”. Among his notable students were rabbis Yehuda Amital, Shaul Yisraeli, Moshe-Zvi Neria, and Avraham
Zuckerman. He died in 1951 and is buried in the Sanhedria Cemetery of Jerusalem.

5 R. Shlomo b. R. Dov Zvi haCohen Rabinovitch was born in 1801 in Poland to a distinguished family. He was considered a child prodigy. He drew
closer to Hassidism, especially the Holy Jew of Peshisha and the Seer of Lublin. In 1836 he was appointed rabbi of Radomsk, which thanks to him
became a significant Hassidic center. He died in 1866. He authored many books on Hassidism, including Tiferet Shlomo on the Torah and festivals.
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4. Great Richness of Torah and Yiddeshkeit are revealed in Galus
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®Rav Avraham Yehoshua Heshel of Apt, popularly known as the Apter Rebbe or Apter Rov, was born in Zmigréd, Poland in 1748 and died in
Mezhbizh, Russian Empire (now Ukraine) in 1825. A scion of famous rabbinic families, on both his father's and his mother's side (his family can be
traced back to Maharam Padua and Saul Wahl), Avraham Yehoshua Heshel showed great promise even at an early age. Acquiring fame as a
talmudic scholar, he studied under Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk and Rabbi Yechiel Michl of Zlotchov. Becoming one of the foremost spokesmen of
the growing Chasidic movement in Poland, he began his career as Rabbi of Kolbuszowa. In 1800 he accepted the post of Rabbi of Apt, or Opatéw.
Although he held many other rabbinic positions, to the chasidim he remained always the Apter Rov. In 1808 he was chosen as Rabbi of lasi,
Moldavia. In the wake of communal strife there, he was forced to leave his post and settled in Mezhbizh, the home of the Baal Shem Tov and the
cradle of Hasidism, where he devoted himself completely to the study and dissemination of Chasidism. His daughter, Rachel Ashkenazi, authored
several original commentaries on the Torah. It was during this period in his life, in Mezhbizh, that he gained the veneration of thousands of followers,
among whom were a number of the prominent rabbis of the age. His outstanding character trait was his strongly expressed love of the Jewish
people, which earned him the title of Oheiv Yisrael, "Lover of Israel". Oheiv Yisrael became the title of the published collection of his thoughts
arranged according to the weekly Torah portions. The work abounds with lofty kabbalistic insights and interpretations. It is one of the basic Chasidic
texts and bespeaks the Apter Rov's passionate love of his fellow Jews. The Apter Rov is one of the most notable and beloved luminaries in the
Hasidic firmament. (from wikpedia)
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