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(1) TEHILLIM 136

(1) O give thanks to Hashem, for He is good, for His mercy 790 02ivh 02 2iv 2 0™ 171 (R)
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§2) O give thanks to the God of gods, for His mercy endures 4700 ORiYY 3 D3R 23IRY 170 (3)
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(3) O give thanks to the Master of masters, for His mercy endures 7173 1737 IPT X793 y?-;(o?;
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(4) to Him who alone does great wonders, for His mercy endures DWW/ °2 AN OgD .‘IWSJ=. @)
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(5) to Him that made the heavens with understanding, for His 01y *2 03 By yIRD v (1)
mercy endures forever, REfels]
(6) to Him that spread forth the earth above the waters, for His Jd79m 0%iv% 02 9973 oIk ayy (1)
mercy endures forever, 0Yivh °3 o3 Y Wnwa Ny (1)
(7) to Him that made great lights, for His mercy endures forever, S70m
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Eo)revzrmoon and stars to rule by night, for His mercy endures 700 D95 °3

(10) to Him that smote Egypt in their first-born, for His mercy 071 *2 07711032 071¥n 72 ()

endures forever, 700
(11) and brought out Israel from among them, for His mercy 021y *2 01An 2RI RYP (X°)
endures forever, 79
(12) with a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, for His 0717 °2 103 YN ApID 12 (D)
mercy endures forever, ivon
(13) to Him who divided the Red Sea in two, for His mercy endures 701 OIS °3 2% 710 2 1Y (ls)
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(14) and made Israel pass through the midst of it, for His mercy $70m
endures forever, . . , PR
(15) but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea, for His D717 °2 M0 023 17 7972 W) _(m)
mercy endures forever, 790
(16) to Him that led His people through the wilderness, for His 3701 0217 °2 12723 W8y 7707 (T0)
mercy endures forevet, 1701 021v7 °2 07773 2221 an? (1)
(17) to Him that smote great kings, for His mercy endures forever, 0%iv% °3 07X @I22R 277 (7°)
(18) and slew mighty kings, for His mercy endures forever, RE(oly
(19) Sihon king of the Amorites, for His mercy endures forever, 700 0RivY *2 bR 198 1o (v°)
(5(1)) anj Og klrkllg.oi Bz:is}flan, f}(l)r H1s m;rcy He.ndures fore;lfer, 1701 021v7 °3 1027 {2k 2v71 (2)
Eorij:r’ gave their land for a heritage, for His mercy endures 4700 D?1U‘? ,3 9039 D;j& 107 (X9)
(22) even a heritage to Israel His servant, for His mercy endures D717 °2 1729 72Xy 17 _(:3)
forever, ) _ _ :WQU
(23) who remembered us in our low estate, for His mercy endures 1790 0217 >3 17 12 M2HWIY (33)
forever, 1700 02197 °2 7% 1797 (1)
(24) and has delivered us from our adversaries, for His mercy Jda9m oIy 02 a2 9% an? 10 (70)
endures forever, 700 0717 22 amwa OX7 1717 (12)

(25) who gives food to all flesh, for His mercy endures forever.
(26) O give thanks to the God of heaven, for His mercy endures
forever.
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(2) PESACHIM 118A
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: These twenty-six mentions of the word hodu, give praise, in this balle/
(Psalms 1306), to what do they correspond? He explains: They correspond to the twenty-six generations
that the Holy One, Blessed be He, created in His world, and to whom He did not give the Torah.
And why did these generations survive, despite the fact that they did not learn Torah or perform mitzvot?
They survived only because God sustained them through His mercy, even though they were
undeserving.

(3) R’HIRSCH TEHILLIM 136:1

In order to have us think through this idea in all its true significance, Verses 2 and 3 proclaim God as being
the sole absolute and freely commanding Force and Power that towers high above all the forces of nature
which men would worship as gods, as well as above all the powers in society which men honor and fear as
their overlords...

But all the greatness of God’s rule in which He judges and delivers, leads, protects, nourishes, disciplines,
overthrows and establishes men and nations, and His constant care throughout the ages, which was
demonstrated in such obvious ways in the history of the nations, are manifestations of the same power
which is revealed also in every moment of modest, quiet subsistence which He grants to any person.

MIDRASHIC RESONANCES

(4) MIDRASH TEHILLIM 136
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To the one who strikes Egypt with their firstborn — At the time that Hashem sent the plague of the
firstborn, He said, “around the middle of the night, every firstborn will die.” All of the firstborn came to
their fathers and said to them, “everything that Moshe said, he brought upon us. Don’t you want us to live?
Come and let us release these Hebrews from among us, for if we don’t, we will die!” They responded to
them and said, “even if every Egyptian died, they would not leave from here.” What did they do? All of the
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firstborn came to Pharaoh and were crying out to Pharaoh and said, “please, release this nation, as on their
behalf, evil is coming upon us and upon you.” He said to his servants, “go and strike the thighs of these
people.” What did the firstborn do? They immediately departed and each took his sword and killed his
father, as it says “to the one who strikes Egypt with their firstborn.” It does not say “to the one who strikes
the firstborn of Egypt,” but rather “to the one who strikes Egypt with their firstborn.” These firstborn
killed 600,000 from among their fathers.
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To the one who cut the Yam Suf into strips — 10 miracles were done for our ancestors at the sea... it was
made into strips, as it says “to the one who cut the Yam Suf into strips.

A UNIVERSAL MIZMOR?

(5) PESACHIM 118A
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From where does the great hallel begin and where does it end? Rabbi Yehuda says: From “Give
thanks” (Psalms 136:1) until “The rivers of Babylon” (Psalms 137:1). And Rabbi Yohanan says: From
“A song of ascents” (Psalms 134:1) until “The rivers of Babylon.” Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said: From
“For the Lord has chosen Jacob for Himself” (Psalms 135:4) until “The rivers of Babylon.” The
Gemara asks: And why is this section called the great halleP Rabbi Yohanan said: Because this
passage states that the Holy One, Blessed be He, sits in the heights of the universe and dispenses
food to every creature.

(6) YERUSHALMI PESACHIM 5:7
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Why these two chapters? Because rainfall is included in them. In the opinion of Rebbi Johanan it is
understandable, for it is written, “He brings up vapors from the ends of the earth.” How is it for Rebbi

Haninah? Because it is written, “He gives nourishment to all flesh; Truly, His kindness is forever.”

(7) MEIRI TEHILLIM 136:1
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He first says generally “thank Hashem for He is good,” since He is the cause of existence and of its
continuation. Regarding existence, he says that it is good, and on the continuation of existence he says “for
His chessed is eternal.”

(8) TEHILLIM 135:10-12
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(10) He smote many nations, and slew mighty kings: (11) Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og king of
Bashan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan; (12) and gave their land for a heritage, a heritage to Israel His

people.

(9) RADAK TEHILLIM 136:19-21
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Therefore, he didn’t mention the kings of Canaan in this mzzgmor, as he mentioned them in the previous
chapter, because he said in this #igmor, “for his kindness is forever,” and giving them the kingdoms of
Canaan was truth and not kindness, as they had already been given to Avraham Avinu. However, the land of
Sichon and Og, which had not been given to Avraham, and was given to them, that was kindness.

A PARTICULAR MIZMOR?

(10) COMMENTARY FROM THE FRENCH SAGES TEHILLIM 136:23
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For in our lowliness, He remembered us — Then, and one can explain “for in lowliness” now, remember us
and redeem us from our enemies.

(11) IBN EZRA TEHILLIM 136:23
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For Israel left their heritage and were in exile in Babylon.
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(12) YIRMIYAHU 31:11
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(11) the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the
voice of those who say, 'Give thanks to Hashem of Hosts, for Hashem is good, for His loving kindness
endures forever'; and of them who bring sacrifices of thanksgiving into the house of Hashem. For I will
cause the captivity of the land to return as at the first,' says Hashem.

(13) EZRA 3:11
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(11) They sang one to another in praising and giving thanks to Hashem: "For He is good, for His loving
kindness endures forever toward Isracl." All the people shouted with a great shout when they praised
Hashem, because the foundation of the house of Hashem was laid.

(14) EZRA 1:1-2
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(1) Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfill the word of Hashem by the mouth of Jeremiah,
Hashem stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, (2) "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, 'All the kingdoms of the
earth has Hashem, the God of heaven, given me; and He has charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem,
which is in Judah.

COMMENTARY

(15) RASHI TEHILLIM 136:4
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To Him Who performs great wonders alone - In the beginning, no angel was created when He made the
wonders: the heaven, the earth, the sun and the moon.
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