Israel at War: Feeling and Reflecting
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Albert Einstein
There are two ways to live life: as if nothing is a miracle or as if everything is a miracle.
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Reb Nachum Margolios was able to appreciate and express this sentiment under exceptionally
trying circumstances. Nachum and his wife had only two daughters, both of whom died in an
accident.

To everyone’s surprise, Reb Nachum continued to appear in good spirits, smiling even during
shiva. Some of his friends asked how he was able to maintain his happiness immediately after
he lost both of his children.

He answered them, “Let me explain with an analogy. What happens if you walk in the street
and feel a painful slap on the back? If you turn around and see that it is a stranger, you are upset
at the person and rightfully complain about what he did to you. But if you turn around and see
that it is a close friend, you immediately realize it was a slap of love, and you embrace your
friend with compassion and happiness.”

“So what can I say? I felt a huge slap of pain, but when I turned around, I saw Hashem behind
me, and I know that He loves me. That is how I am able to continue to rejoice even now,
despite my tremendous pain.
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Anti-Semitism in the Contemporary World, Ch. 1, Prof. Michael Curtis (Rutgers U.)
The uniqueness of anti-Semitism lies in the fact that no other people in the world have ever
been charged simultaneously:

With alienation from society and with cosmopolitanism.

With being capitalistic exploiters and also revolutionary communist advocators.

The Jews were accused of having an imperious mentality, and at the same time they’re the
people of the book.

They're accused of being militant aggressors, at the same time as being cowardly pacifists.
With being a chosen people, and also having an inferior human nature.

With both arrogance and timidity.

With both extreme individualism and community adherence.

With being guilty of the crucifixion of Jesus and at the same time held to account for the
invention of Christianity...

Everything and its opposite becomes a reason for anti-Semitism.
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Anne Frank, Diary of a Young Girl, entry dated April 11, 1944

The persecution reminds us that we are not like the rest of the nations of the
world — we have a higher purpose.

Who has made us Jews different from all other people?

Who has allowed us to suffer so terribly up until now?

It is God who has made us as we are, but it will be God, too, Who will raise us up
again.

Who knows, it might even be our religion from which the world and all peoples learn
good, and for that reason and only that reason do we suffer.

We can never become just Netherlanders, or just English or representatives of
any country for that matter. We will always remain Jews.
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Reflections of the Rav, pg. 37

That Israel is being subjected to severe trials in its formative years does not negate the
miraculous manifestations of Divine favor which have been showered upon the State.
Clearly, this is Middat Hadin, not Hester Panim.

Jewish history has always moved ahead in a circuitous and indirect path.

When the Israelites left Egyot, we are told ‘G-d did not lead them by way of the land of
the Philistines, although it was nearer (Ex. 13:17).”

Nevertheless, it was G-d who led them and they eventually did reach the Promised
Land.
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