FAITH AMID THE FLAMES
Strengthening Our Emunah and Bitachon

The Call of The Hour: Strengthening Our Emunah
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Nissim and Nisyonos

2. 1" R. Mayer Twersky R"wv5w: “Naftali, Gilad, Eyal Hy”d and the War on Hamas” (TorahWeb.org,
2014)

I would like be ”H to share two important perspectives on miracles.

1. HKBH allows for free will in all areas, including belief... [I]t is always possible to advance some
atheistic, natural explanation for miracles. ..

2. ... [M]iracles are of varying magnitude. The fact that a miravle could be of even greater magnitude
does not mean that it is not a miracle...

In the same vein, today Klal Yisrael suffered its first fatality as a result of the Hamas missiles. There have been
injuries and extensive property damage. Nonetheless, beyond any legitimate shadow of a doubt, we are
witnessing b’chasdei Hashem, miracle upon miracle... Miracles protect from missiles; they also inspire faith...
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Believing and Understanding
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6. R. Mayer Twersky (ibid.)

In order to deepen our perspective on the inscrutability of Providence, let us begin by studying the Torah’s
description of maamad Har Sinai.
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On the third day, when it was morning... and a heavy cloud on the mountain.
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And the mountain was burning with fire up to the heart of the heaven, darkness cloud and thick cloud.

The greatest revelation of divine light, Matan Torah, was enveloped in darkness and thick cloud. What is
represented by this meteorological-spiritual dialectic?

... Revelation yields mishpatim but also chukim. We intuitively understand and appreciate some parts of the
Torah while we are stymied and mystified by other parts. The ultimate chok is the seemingly self-
contradictory mitzvah of parah adumah... The brilliant, dazzling light of revelation does not altogether
dispel or displave the thick cloud of divine inscrutability...

... He also reveals Himself through His governance of history, i.e., providence. Here too revelation yields
both mishpatim and chukim. We intuitively understand and appreciate some elements of hashgacha, while
we are stymied and mystified by other elements. Tzaddik v’ra lo is the analogue of parah adumah, the
ultimate providential chok. Here too even Solomonic wisdom comes up short.

From Whence Do We Draw Our Strength?
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