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Megilah is read on the 11th, 12th, 13%, 14th or 15 (of Adar), no earlier nor later. Fortressed cities, walled since
the days of Joshua read on the 15", towns read on the 14" and outlying villages read early, on market day.
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Our Tana infers via 'm9-199.. just as (in Deuteronomy) the cities were walled in the days of Joshua...
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They deferred honor to Eretz Yisrael which was desolate during that time and associated it with the days of Joshua.
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CITIES WHICH HAVE BEEN WALLED SINCE THE DAYS OF JOSHUA SON OF NUN READ ON THE
FIFTEENTH. Whence is this ruling derived? — Raba replied: Because Scripture says, Therefore do the Jews
of the villages that dwell in the unwalled towns, etc. Since the villages [are to read] on the fourteenth, the
walled towns [must read] on the fifteenth. But why not say that the villages [should read] on the fourteenth,

and those in walled towns not at all? — But are they not also Israelites? And moreover is it not written,
From India into Ethiopia?

TR N M (5
NPT 93 ,NNRMP INT N IYRY omma INRIV DNON 1Y PN D20 DINT ANRMP NPT RN IR (T
PP IMN PYWIY 1Y PRY 97PR PIRY ININT P PIRD PA P 2 YVIT O AN NApIN NNPNY
9”YRY PVIN? NN NNIN NAPIN NP RIHYW NPTN 31,710 NRIPIN R I NPT TR WY hwnna
SPY DIRIPIN R IT NPT VY AYAIRD PRNP INY NAPN RNV
INRIYV DIN 17N DAY VY VAN PRIIP 1 12 YVIN? 0122 1NN NOPIN NNYA ROV 9”PR 17720 10w (0
NPT INIRA 129N ANPNY YRIW? PIRY 7120 PIYNY M1 YWIN? 1Y 92T0 19N INDY 3wy menna mn
P DIRIN PIN ANY OV 09 5Y R NN PARIND 1273 10 1YRI 12VNN VIV 211 PRIP POV 1T
0T D12 HRIW? PIRY PNIIT 0NN YVINY YA PapIn
These two days, the 14" and 15%, are proscripted from eulogies and fasts for any person in any
place...The Mitzvah of the 14t for the townspeople and the 15t for the city folk is to make it a day of
rejoicing and feasting, sending portions of food to friends and giving gifts to the poor...
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And the Jews that were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the fourteenth day also of the month Adar and slew
three hundred men in Shushan; but on the spoil they laid not their hand. And the other Jews that were in the king's
provinces gathered themselves together, and stood for their lives, and had rest from their enemies, and slew of them that
hated them seventy and five thousand--but on the spoil they laid not their hand — on the thirteenth day of the month
Adar, and on the fourteenth day of the same they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. But the Jews that
were in Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day
of the same they rested and made it a day of feasting and gladness. Therefore do the Jews of the villages, that dwell in
the unwalled towns, make the fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, and of
sending portions one to another. And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the
provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, to enjoin them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month
Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly, the days wherein the Jews had rest from their enemies, and the month

which was turned unto them from sorrow to gladness, and from mourning into a good day; that they should make them
days of feasting and gladness, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.
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