
Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 1 

 

Do Ideas Matter? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Timely Torah, January 15th 2023 

Letters Flying Free 
1. TB, Avoda Zara 18a 

 עדוי התא יא )יחא( יחא אנינח ול רמא ורקבל ןוידרת ןב אנינח יבר ךלה אמסיק ןב יסוי יבר הלחשכ ןנבר ונת
 ןיידעו ויבוט תא הדבאו וידיסח תא הגרהו ולכיה תא הפרשו ותיב תא הבירחהש הוכילמה םימשה ןמ וז המואש
  ךקיחב ךל חנומ רפסו ]םיברב תולהק ליהקמו[ הרותב קסועו בשוי התאש ךילע יתעמש ינאו תמייק איה

§ The Sages taught: When Rabbi Yosei ben Kisma fell ill, Rabbi Ḥanina ben Teradyon went to visit 
him. Rabbi Yosei ben Kisma said to him: Ḥanina my brother, do you not know that this nation has 
been given reign by a decree from Heaven? The proof is that Rome has destroyed God’s Temple, 
and burned His Sanctuary, and killed His pious ones, and destroyed His best ones, and it still 
exists. Evidently, all of this is by Divine decree. And yet I heard about you that you sit and engage in 
Torah study, and convene assemblies in public, and have a Torah scroll placed in your lap, thereby 
demonstrating complete disregard for the decrees issued by the Romans.  

 אל םא ינא המת ומחרי םימשה ןמ יל רמוא התאו םעט לש םירבד ךל רמוא ינא ול רמא ומחרי םימשה ןמ ול רמא
  אבה םלועה ייחל ינא המ יבר ול רמא שאב הרות רפס תאו ךתוא ופרשי

Rabbi Ḥanina ben Teradyon said to him: Heaven will have mercy and protect me. Rabbi Yosei ben 
Kisma said to him: I am saying reasonable matters to you, and you say to me: Heaven will have 
mercy? I wonder if the Romans will not burn both you and your Torah scroll by fire. Rabbi Ḥanina 
ben Teradyon said to him: My teacher, what will become of me? Am I destined for life in the 
World-to-Come?  
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 םא ול רמא םיינעל םיתקלחו הקדצ לש תועמב יל ופלחתנ םירופ לש תועמ ול רמא ךדיל אב השעמ םולכ ול רמא
  ילרוג יהי ךלרוגמו יקלח יהי ךקלחמ ןכ

Rabbi Yosei ben Kisma said to him: Did any special incident occur to you which might serve as an 
indication? Rabbi Ḥanina ben Teradyon said to him: I confused my own coins that I needed for the 
festivities of Purim with coins of charity, and I distributed them all to the poor at my own expense. 
Rabbi Yosei ben Kisma said to him: If that is so, may my portion be of your portion, and may my 
lot be of your lot.  

 לודג דפסה והודיפסהו ורבקל ימור ילודג לכ וכלהו אמסיק ןב יסוי יבר רטפנש דע םיטעומ םימי ויה אל ורמא
  וקיחב ול חנומ ת"סו םיברב תולהק ליהקמו הרותב קסועו בשוי היהש ןוידרת ןב אנינח יברל והואצמ ןתרזחבו

The Sages said: Not even a few days passed before Rabbi Yosei ben Kisma died of his illness, and all 
of the Roman notables went to bury him, and they eulogized him with a great eulogy. And upon 
their return, they found Rabbi Ḥanina ben Teradyon, who was sitting and engaging in Torah 
study and convening assemblies in public, with a Torah scroll placed in his lap.  

 םימב םוארשו רמצ לש ןיגופס ואיבהו רואה תא ןהב ותיצהו תורומז יליבחב והופיקהו ת"סב והוכרכו והואיבה
 ידבל יתפרשנ ינא ילמליא הל רמא ךכב ךארא אבא ותב ול הרמא הרהמ ותמשנ אצת אלש ידכ ובל לע םוחינהו
  ינובלע שקבי אוה ת"ס לש הנובלע שקבמש ימ ימע ת"סו ףרשנ ינאש וישכע יל השק רבדה היה

They brought him to be sentenced, and wrapped him in the Torah scroll, and encircled him with 
bundles of branches, and they set fire to it. And they brought tufts of wool and soaked them in 
water, and placed them on his heart, so that his soul should not leave his body quickly, but he 
would die slowly and painfully. His daughter said to him: Father, must I see you like this? Rabbi 
Ḥanina ben Teradyon said to her: If I alone were being burned, it would be difficult for me, but 
now that I am burning along with a Torah scroll, He who will seek retribution for the insult 
accorded to the Torah scroll will also seek retribution for the insult accorded to me.  

 שאה ךב סנכתו ךיפ חתפ התא ףא תוחרופ תויתואו ןיפרשנ ןוילג ןהל רמא האור התא המ יבר וידימלת ול ורמא
  ומצעב אוה לבחי לאו הנתנש ימ הנלטיש בטומ ןהל רמא

His students said to him: Our teacher, what do you see? Rabbi Ḥanina ben Teradyon said to them: I 
see the parchment burning, but its letters are flying to the heavens. They said to him: You too 
should open your mouth and the fire will enter you, and you will die quickly. Rabbi Ḥanina ben 
Teradyon said to them: It is preferable that He who gave me my soul should take it away, and one 
should not harm oneself to speed his death. 
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Reformation and Luther 
2. Martin Luther and the 95 Theses, OCT 29, 2009 

 
He wrote the “Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences,” also known 
as “The 95 Theses,” a list of questions and propositions for debate. Popular legend 
has it that on October 31, 1517 Luther defiantly nailed a copy of his 95 Theses to 
the door of the Wittenberg Castle church. 
 
Martin Luther is one of the most influential figures in Western history. His 
writings were responsible for fractionalizing the Catholic Church and sparking the 
Protestant Reformation. His central teachings, that the Bible is the central source 
of religious authority and that salvation is reached through faith and not deeds, 
shaped the core of Protestantism. 
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Mein Kampf  

 
 

3. Livescience, How 'Mein Kampf' Changed the World, By Heather 
Whipps, published September 01, 20081 

Aside from the Bible, few books over time have stirred up such controversy as one 
composed from the cell of a German prison. 

It is a poorly-written mess, according to literary critics, but the ideas contained 
within Adolf Hitler's 1925 tome "Mein Kampf" (or My Struggle) sadly would resonate 
well beyond the book's quality of prose. 
Mein Kampf was the manifesto from which all of Hitler's atrocities stemmed, a 
tinderbox of a book that may have disappeared from the annals of history had the 
author not actually gone on to carry out the ideas presented in his tirade against all 
things non-German. 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://www.livescience.com/2821-mein-kampf-changed-world.html  
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Karl Marx 
4. BBC News, What is Marx's Das Kapital?, By Brian Wheeler, 7 May 2017 

 
Marx published the first volume of Das Kapital in 
1867, by which time he had settled in London with 
his family, and was being financially supported by 
Friedrich Engels, the rich son of a cotton mill 
owner. 
He continued to refine the ideas set out in the first 
volume for the rest of his life, although the next two 
volumes would not appear in print until after his 
death. 
The ideas contained in Das Kapital would go on to 
inspire revolutions in Russia, China and many other 

countries around the world in the 20th Century, as ruling elites were overthrown and private property 
seized on behalf of the workers. 

The Theory of Ideas 

 
 

5. TB Menachos 29a 
 ברד ךדיאכל אלא אטישפ ימנ אהו דוי לש הצוקל אלא הכרצנ אל בר רמא הדוהי בר רמא
  הלוספ היתוחור עבראמ הל ףקומ ליוג ןיאש תוא לכ בר רמא הדוהי בר רמאד בר רמא הדוהי

Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: It was necessary to state that only to teach that even 
the absence of the thorn, i.e., the small stroke, of a letter yod prevents fulfillment of 
the mitzva. The Gemara asks: But isn’t this also obvious, since the letter is not formed 
properly? Rather, it is necessary according to another statement that Rav Yehuda 
says that Rav says, as Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: Any letter that is not 
encircled with blank parchment on all four of its sides, i.e., where its ink connects to 
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the letter above it, below it, preceding it, or succeeding it, is unfit. When the mishna 
makes reference to one letter preventing fulfillment of the mitzva, it is referring to a 
letter that touches an adjacent letter. 
 
Shulchan	Aruch	OC	32:31	

 רועישכ הטמלו [ש"בו ד"לק 'יס ל"ירהמ תבושת] [ליוג םיפקומ םה םג ויהיש הגה] :ד"מל לש הגג ידכ הלעמל קלח חינהל ךירצ
 ךירצו ]חקור רוגא[ ףוסו הלחתב תצק חינהל םירפוסה וגהנ והימ הגה :ללכ חינהל ךירצ ןיא ןפוסו ןתליחתבו הטושפ ן"ונו ף"כ
 םג ד"י רוטב ראבתיש ומכו הרות רפסב ומכ הרעשה טוח אלמכ תוא לכ ןיבו הטיש אלמכ םיטישה ןיב ןכו תוא אלמכ הביתו הבית לכ ןיב חינהל
 :קוספל קוספ ןיב קלח טעמ חינהל ךירצ

	
6. Shulchan Aruch OC 690:9 

 לבא דבלב ןושלה ותוא ריכמה אלא התאירקב ותבוח ידי אצי אל ם"וכעה 'ונושלמ תרחא ןושלב וא םוגרת הבותכ התיה
 אל ותבוח ידי ארוקה אצי אלש ןויכו פ"ע ארוק הז אצמנש אצי אל ימראל 'ימרא הארקו ירבע בתכב הבותכ התיה םא
 :[י"ב[ הבותכ בתכ הזיאב שוחל ןיא לבא הגה :ונממ עמושה אצי

7. Kaf Hachaim, ad loc. 
 תויתואה ויהיש הב ןיקדקדמ ןיא תומואה בתכב הבותכה הליגמו .הבותכ בתכ הזיאב שוחל ןיא לבא .הגה םש )נד
 :ה"בב ב"מ .א"בטירה .שדוקה בתכב אלא הז וכירצה אלש ליוג תופקומ

 
8. Likkutei Torah, Shir Hashirim 36 

 הטמל ס״א רוא יוליג היהיש ה״ב ס״א רוא ךישמהל ידכ הב קוסעל הוצמ הכלהה עדוי רבכש ףא הרותה דומיל ןינע יכ
 וניאו וריבח תא קבוחה םדאכ ינקבחת ונימיו אוה הז יוליגו )לוקב עמשת יכ ה״דס ש״מעו( ללכ ריתסמ שובלה היהי אלו
 יכ אביל לע ןיילתד תועוצרמ ךבל לע םתוחכ ארקנו צ״עמשה םויב ה״דב ינקבחת ונימיו ןינעמ ש״מעו ׳וכ דרפיל וחינמ
 שפנה תאלעה ׳יחב םה תויתואה יכ ויתוחור ׳דמ ליוג ףקומ תויהל ךירצו ףלקה לע םיבותכה תויתוא םה ןיליפתה הנה
 ונממש רועה אוה הז ףלק הנהו תויתואה תא לבוסו אשונה אוה יכ תויתואה ןמ הלעמל אוה ףלקה לבא .התגשהב
 הבהאה יוליג תויהל אביל לע ןיילת םה הזה ףלקה ןמ תוכשמנה תועוצרהו הרוהט המהב רוע ׳יב קר אוה לכה תועוצרה
 .ינקבחת ונימיו תויהל בלב

 

The Evolution of Prayer 
 

9. Mishna Torah, Hilchos Tefillah 1:1-4 

 וּדמְלָ העָוּמשְּׁהַ יפִּמִ .״םכֶיהֵֹלאֱ ׳ה תאֵ םתֶּדְבַעֲוַ״ (הכ גכ תומש) רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ םוֹי לכָבְּ ללֵּפַּתְהִלְ השֵׂעֲ תוַצְמִ
 בלֵּבַּשֶׁ הדָוֹבעֲ איהִ וֹז יאֵ םימִכָחֲ וּרמְאָ ״םכֶבְבַלְ לכָבְּ וֹדבְעָלְוּ״ (גי אי םירבד) רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ הלָּפִתְּ איהִ וֹז הדָוֹבעֲשֶׁ
ּזהַ הלָּפִתְּהַ הנֶשְׁמִ ןיאֵוְ .הרָוֹתּהַ ןמִ תוֹלּפִתְּהַ ןיַנְמִ ןיאֵוְ .הלָּפִתְּ וֹז  ןמִ עַוּבקָ ןמַזְ הלָּפִתְּלַ ןיאֵוְ .הרָוֹתּהַ ןמִ תאֹ
  :הרָוֹתּהַ

It is a positive Torah commandment to pray every day, as [Exodus 23:25] states: "You shall 
serve God, your Lord." Tradition teaches us that this service is prayer, as [Deuteronomy 11:13] 
states: "And serve Him with all your heart" and our Sages said: Which is the service of the 
heart? This is prayer. 
The number of prayers is not prescribed in the Torah, nor does it prescribe a specific formula 
for prayer. Also, according to Torah law, there are no fixed times for prayers.  



Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 7 

 ןיַנְמִ ןכֵוְ .הצֶרְיִּשֶׁ תעֵ לכָבְוּ וֹתּלְכָיְ יפִכְּ רבֵּדַמְ םיִתַפָשְׂ לרַעֲ היָהָ םאִוְ השָׁקָּבַוּ הנָּחִתְבִּ הבֶּרְמַ ליגִרָ היָהָ םאִ
 ןילִלְּפַּתְמִ וּיהְיִ לכּהַוְ .הבֵּרְהַ םימִעָפְּ ןילִלְּפַּתְמִ שׁיֵוְ .םוֹיבְּ תחַאַ םעַפַּ ללֵּפַּתְמִ שׁיֵ .וֹתּלְכָיְ יפִכְּ דחָאֶ לכָּ תוֹלּפִתְּהַ
  :ארָזְעֶ דעַוְ וּנבֵּרַ השֶׁמּמִ דימִתָּ רבָדָּהַ היָהָ ןכֵוְ .היֶהְיִּשֶׁ םוֹקמָ לכָבְּ שׁדָּקְמִּהַ חכַנֹ

A person who was eloquent would offer many prayers and requests. [Conversely,] a person who 
was inarticulate would speak as well as he could and whenever he desired. 
Similarly, the number of prayers was dependent on each person's ability. Some would pray once 
daily; others, several times. 
Everyone would pray facing the Holy Temple, wherever he might be. This was the ongoing 
practice from [the time of] Moshe Rabbenu until Ezra.  

 םיִוֹגּהַ תוֹצרְאַבְּ םינִבָּ םהֶלָ וּדלְוֹנוְ תוֹמּאֻהָ ראָשְׁוּ ןוָיָוְ סרַפָבְּ וּברְעָתְנִ עשָׁרָהָ רצַּנֶדְכַוּבנְ ימֵיבִּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ וּלגָּשֶׁ ןוָיכֵּ
 וֹניאֵ רבֵּדַמְ היָהָשֶׁ ןוָיכֵוְ הבֵּרְהַ תוֹנוֹשׁלְּמִ תבֶרֶעֹמְ דחָאֶוְ דחָאֶ לכָּ תפַשְׂ התָיְהָוְ םתָפָשְׂ וּלבְּלְבַּתְנִ םינִבָּהַ ןתָוֹאוְ
 ׳וֹגוְ ״תידִוֹדּשְׁאַ רבֵּדַמְ יצִחֲ םהֶינֵבְוּ״ (דכ גי הימחנ) רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ שׁוּבּשִׁבְּ אלָּאֶ תחַאַ ןוֹשׁלָבְּ וֹכּרְצָ לכָּ רבֵּדַלְ לוֹכיָ
 רצַקְתִּ ללֵּפַּתְמִ ןהֶמֵ דחָאֶ היָהָשֶׁכְּ הזֶ ינֵפְּמִוּ .״םעַוְ םעַ ןוֹשׁלְכִוְ תידִוּהיְ רבֵּדַלְ םירִיכִּמַ םנָיאֵוְ״ (דכ גי הימחנ)
 ןוָיכֵוְ .תוֹרחֵאֲ תוֹנוֹשׁלְ הּמָּעִ וּברְעָיֵּשֶׁ דעַ שׁדֶקֹּהַ ןוֹשׁלְבִּ אוּה ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ חבַשֶׁ דיגִּהַלְ וֹא ויצָפָחֲ לאשְׁלִ וֹנוֹשׁלְ
 ׳הלַ חבַשֶׁ תוֹנוֹשׁארִ שֹׁלשָׁ .רדֶסֵּהַ לעַ תוֹכרָבְּ הרֵשְׂעֶ הנֶוֹמשְׁ םהֶלָ וּנקְּתִוְ וּדמְעָ ךְכָּ וֹנידִּ תיבֵוּ ארָזְעֶ האָרָשֶׁ
 יכֵרְצָלְוּ שׁיאִוָ שׁיאִ יצֵפְחֶ לכָלְ תוֹבאָ וֹמכְּ ןהֵשֶׁ םירִבָדְּהַ לכָּ תלַאֵשְׁ ןהֶבָּ שׁיֵ תוֹיּעִצָמְאֶוְ .היָדָוֹה תוֹנוֹרחֲאַ שֹׁלשָׁוְ
 תלַּפִתְכִּ המָלֵשְׁ הלָּפִתְּ םיגִלְּעִהָ וּלּאֵ תלַּפִתְּ היֶהְתִוְ ןתָוֹא וּדמְלְיִוְ לכּהַ יפִבְּ תוֹכוּרעֲ וּיהְיִּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ ,ןלָּכֻּ רוּבּצִּהַ
 לכָּ ןיַנְעִ אהֵיְּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ לכָּ יפִבְּ תוֹרדָּסֻמְ תוֹלּפִתְּהַוְ תוֹכרָבְּהַ לכָּ וּנקְּתִּ הזֶ ןיָנְעִ ינֵפְּמִוּ .החָצֶּהַ ןוֹשׁלָּהַ ילֵעֲבַּ
  :גלֵּעִהָ יפִבְּ ךְוּרעָ הכָרָבְּ

When Israel was exiled in the time of the wicked Nebuchadnezzar, they became interspersed in 
Persia and Greece and other nations. Children were born to them in these foreign countries and 
those children's language was confused. 
The speech of each and every one was a concoction of many tongues. No one was able to 
express himself coherently in any one language, but rather in a mixture [of languages], as 
[Nehemiah 13:24] states: "And their children spoke half in Ashdodit and did not know how to 
speak the Jewish language. Rather, [they would speak] according to the language of various 
other peoples." 
Consequently, when someone would pray, he would be limited in his ability to request his needs 
or to praise the Holy One, blessed be He, in Hebrew, unless other languages were mixed in with 
it. When Ezra and his court saw this, they established eighteen blessings in sequence. 
The first three [blessings] are praises of God and the last three are thanksgiving. The 
intermediate [blessings] contain requests for all those things that serve as general categories for 
the desires of each and every person and the needs of the whole community. 
Thus, the prayers could be set in the mouths of everyone. They could learn them quickly and 
the prayers of those unable to express themselves would be as complete as the prayers of the 
most eloquent. It was because of this matter that they established all the blessings and prayers 
so that they would be ordered in the mouths of all Israel, so that each blessing would be set in 
the mouth of each person unable to express himself. 
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10. The Sages Vol. 1, Rabbi Binyamin Lau, p. 10-11 
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Education 
11. Devarim 6:7 

  ׃Nמֶֽוּקבְוּ N֖בְּכְשׇׁבְוּֽ Wרֶדֶּ֔בַ N֣תְּכְלֶבְוּ N֙תֶ֙יבֵבְּ N֤תְּבְשִׁבְּ םבָּ֑ תָּ֖רְבַּדִוְ Nינֶ֔בָלְ םתָּ֣נְנַּשִׁוְ
Impress them upon your children. Recite them when you stay at home and when you are away, 
when you lie down and when you get up. 
 
 
Moshe’s Speech of Freedom 

12. Shmos 12:26-27 

ֹזּהַ הדָ֥בֹעֲהָ המָ֛ םכֶ֑ינֵבְּ םכֶ֖ילֵאֲ וּר֥מְאֹי־יכִּֽ היָ֕הָוְ   ׃םכֶֽלָ תא֖

And when your children ask you, ‘What do you mean by this rite?’  

 םעָ֖הָ דקֹּ֥יִּוַ ליצִּ֑הִ וּניתֵּ֣בָּ־תאֶוְ םיִרַ֖צְמִ־תאֶ וֹפּ֥גְנׇבְּ םיִרַ֔צְמִבְּ ל֙אֵרָשְׂיִ־ינֵֽבְ יתֵּ֤בָּ־לעַ חסַ֠פָּ֠ רשֶׁ֣אֲ הוָ֗הֹילַֽ אוּה֜ חסַפֶּ֨־חבַזֶֽ םתֶּ֡רְמַאֲוַ
  ׃וּוֽחֲתַּשְׁיִּֽוַ

you shall say, ‘It is the passover sacrifice to הוהי , who passed over the houses of the Israelites in 
Egypt when smiting the Egyptians, but saved our houses.’ Those assembled then bowed low in 
homage. 

13. Shmos 13:8 
  ׃םיִרָֽצְמִּמִ יתִ֖אצֵבְּ ילִ֔ ה֙וָהֹיְ השָׂ֤עָ הזֶ֗ רוּב֣עֲבַּ רמֹ֑אלֵ אוּה֖הַ םוֹיּ֥בַּ N֔נְבִלְ תָּ֣דְגַּהִוְ

And you shall explain to your child on that day, ‘It is because of what הוהי  did for me when I 
went free from Egypt.’ 
 

14. Shmos 13:14 
ֹזּ־המַ רמֹ֣אלֵ רחָ֖מָ N֛נְבִ N֥לְאָשְׁיִ־יכִּֽ היָ֞הָוְ   ׃םידִֽבָעֲ תיבֵּ֥מִ םיִרַ֖צְמִּמִ הוָ֛הֹיְ וּנאָ֧יצִוֹה דיָ֗ קזֶחֹ֣בְּ וילָ֔אֵ תָּ֣רְמַאָוְ תא֑

And when, in time to come, a child of yours asks you, saying, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall 
reply, ‘It was with a mighty hand that הוהי  brought us out from Egypt, the house of bondage. 
 

15. The Far Horizon, Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, BO • 5774, 5781 
It is one of the most counter-intuitive acts in the history of leadership. Moses did 
not speak about today or tomorrow. He spoke about the distant future and the duty 
of parents to educate their children. He even hinted – as Jewish tradition 
understood – that we should encourage our children to ask questions, so that the 
handing on of the Jewish heritage would be not a matter of rote learning but of 
active dialogue between parents and children. 
…  Judaism became the religion whose heroes were teachers and whose passion 
was study and the life of the mind. The Mesopotamians built ziggurats. The 
Egyptians built pyramids. The Greeks built the Parthenon. The Romans built the 
Coliseum. Jews built schools. That is why they alone, of all the civilisations of the 
ancient world are still alive and strong, still continuing their ancestors’ vocation, 
their heritage intact and undiminished. 



Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 10 

 

 
 

16. Talmud Bavli, Kesubos 62b 
 

 ,אתעמש היתכשמ דח אמוי .ירופיכד אמוי ילעמ לכ היתיבל יתא הוהד ליגר הוה ,אזוחמב אברד הימק חיכש הוה ימוחר ברד אה יכ
 היתותמ ארגיא תיחפא ,ארגיאב ביתי הוה ,הניעמ אתעמד תיחא התעד שלח ,אתא אל ,יתא אתשה יתא אתשה והתיבד איכסמ הוה
 .הישפנ חנו

This is as it is related about Rav Reḥumi, who would commonly study before Rava in Meḥoza: He was 
accustomed to come back to his home every year on the eve of Yom Kippur. One day he was particularly 
engrossed in the halakha he was studying, and so he remained in the study hall and did not go home. His 
wife was expecting him that day and continually said to herself: Now he is coming, now he is coming. But 
in the end, he did not come. She was distressed by this and a tear fell from her eye. At that exact moment, 
Rav Reḥumi was sitting on the roof. The roof collapsed under him and he died.  

 
 
 

17. Talmud Bavli, Bava Basra 21a  
 ,הרות ודמלמ - בא ול שיש ימ ,הלחתבש ;לארשימ הרות חכתשנ אוה אלמלאש ,ומש אלמג ןב עשוהיו בוטל שיאה ותוא רוכז םרב
 ולעמ היה - בא ול שיש ימ ןיידעו ;.....םילשוריב תוקונית ידמלמ ןיבישומ והיש וניקתה ...... הרות דמל היה אל - בא ול ןיאש ימ
 ובר היהש ימו ,ז"י ןבכ ז"ט ןבכ ןתוא ןיסינכמו ;ךלפו ךלפ לכב ןיבישומ והיש וניקתה ,דמלו הלוע היה אל - בא ול ןיאש ימ ,ודמלמו
 ,ריעו ריע לכבו הנידמו הנידמ לכב תוקונית ידמלמ ןיבישומ והיש ,ןקיתו אלמג ןב עשוהי אבש דע ,אציו וב טיעבמ - וילע סעוכ
 עבש ןבכ שש ןבכ ןתוא ןיסינכמו

Verily the name of that man is to be blessed, to wit Joshua ben Gamala, for but for him the Torah would 
have been forgotten from Israel. For at first if a child had a father, his father taught him, and if he had no 
father he did not learn at all. …..They then made an ordinance that teachers of children should be appointed 
in Jerusalem. …..Even so, however, if a child had a father, the father would take him up to Jerusalem and 
have him taught there, and if not, he would not go up to learn there. They therefore ordained that teachers 
should be appointed In each prefecture, and that boys should enter school at the age of sixteen or seventeen. 
[They did so] and if the teacher punished them they used to rebel and leave the school. At length Joshua b. 
Gamala came and ordained that teachers of young children should be appointed in each district and each 
town and that children should enter school at the age of six or seven. 
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18. Letters to the Next Generation, Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 

  
 

 
 

Did the Jews fight back?  
19. THE BIELSKI PARTISANS2 

 
After the Germans killed their parents and 
two brothers in the Nowogrodek ghetto in 
December 1941, three surviving brothers 
of the Bielski family—Tuvia (1906–
1987), Asael (1908–1945), and Zus 
(1910–1995)—established a partisan 
group. Initially, the Bielski brothers 
attempted only to save their own lives and 
those of their family members. They fled to 
the nearby Zábiedovo and Perelaz forests, 
where they formed the nucleus of a 

 
2 https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-bielski-partisans  
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partisan detachment consisting at first of about 30 family members and friends. 
The family members chose former Zionist activist Tuvia Bielski, a Polish Army veteran and a charismatic 
leader, to command the group. His brother Asael became his deputy, while Zus was placed in charge of 
reconnaissance. A fourth and much younger brother, Aharon (1927- ) was part of the group as well. 
The Bielskis had been a Jewish farming family in the nearby village of Stankiewicze, and the brothers 
knew the region well. Their familiarity with its geography, customs, and people helped them elude the 
German authorities and their Belorussian auxiliaries. With the help of non-Jewish Belorussian friends, 
they were able to acquire guns. The Bielski partisans later supplemented these arms with captured 
German weapons, Soviet weapons, and equipment supplied by Soviet partisans. 
Mission and Growth of the Bielski Group 
  
Tuvia Bielski saw his principal mission as saving the lives of his fellow Jews. The Bielskis encouraged 
Jews in nearby Lida, Nowogrodek, Minsk, Iwie, Mir, Baranowicze, and other ghettos to escape and join 
them in the forest. Bielski frequently sent guides into the ghettos to escort people to the forest. In late 
1942, a special mission saved over a hundred Jews from the Iwie ghetto just as the Germans planned to 
liquidate it. Bielski scouts constantly searched the roads for Jewish escapees in need of protection. 
Many Jews hiding in the forests in smaller family groups joined the Bielski group. Jewish partisans 
serving in Soviet partisan organizations also fell in with the Bielskis in an attempt to escape antisemitism 
in their units. The stream of Jewish survivors increased the size of the Bielski group to more than 300 
people by the end of 1942. 
 
 
Moving to the Naliboki Forest 
Until the summer of 1943, the group led a nomadic existence in the 
forest. In August 1943, however, the Germans began a massive 
manhunt directed against Russian, Polish, and Jewish partisans in the 
region. They deployed more than 20,000 military personnel and SS 
and police officials. Moreover, they offered a reward of 100,000 
Reichmarks for information leading to Tuvia Bielski’s capture. The 
Bielski group, which had increased to approximately 700 Jews, was 
especially vulnerable to discovery by the German patrols. The group 
feared in part that the local peasants from whom they obtained food 
might betray them. As a result, the Bielski group moved in December 
1943 to what became a permanent base in the Naliboki Forest, a 
swampy, scarcely accessible region on the right bank of the Niemen 
River, east of Lida and northeast of Nowogrodek. 
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A Jewish Community in the Forest 
It was in this primitive and unlikely setting that the Bielski group 
created a community. Despite some opposition from within the group, 
Tuvia Bielski never wavered in his determination to accept and protect 
all Jewish refugees, regardless of age or gender. The Bielskis never 
turned anyone away, permitting the creation of a mobile family 
“camp”—in effect, a Jewish community in the forest. The group 
organized the skilled workers among the Jewish refugees into 
workshops, which employed at least 200 people, including cobblers, 
tailors, carpenters, leather workers, and blacksmiths. 
In addition, the group established a mill, a bakery, and a laundry. The leadership managed a primitive 
infirmary, a school for the children, a synagogue, View This Term in the Glossary and even a 
courthouse/jail.  

Sanctity of Life 
20. TB Yoma 85a 

 
 

21. TB Avoda Zara 27b 
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22. Israelis Army’s Code of Conduct 

IDF soldiers will not use their weapons and force to harm human beings who are 
not combatants or prisoners of war, and will do all in their power to avoid causing 
harm to their lives, bodies, dignity and property. 
 

23. Ethics of the Israel Defense Forces, Stand with Us3 
Today, militaries are supposed to be constrained by the Law of Armed Conflict (LOAC) or 
International Humanitarian Law (IHL), which exist in large part to protect civilians during 
times of war. IHL requires armed forces to act only to achieve legitimate military objectives, 
to distinguish between civilians and combatants, and to avoid causing disproportionate 
damage to civilians who may be near a legitimate military target. 
Despite often being forced to engage in urban warfare against terrorist groups that hide 
behind civilians and fire rockets from densely populated areas, the IDF has met and often 
exceeded the highest standards of LOAC/IHL.[ Merriam, John J. and Schmitt, Michael N., 
Israeli Targeting: A Legal Appraisal (April 20, 2015). 68:4 Naval War College Review 15-33 
(Autumn 2015). Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2596836 ]When it suspects 
civilians are near a military target, the IDF warns them to evacuate with phone calls, text 
messages, leaflets, and other means. It also aborts many operations to avoid harming 
innocent people. Indeed, the IDF’s tactics often go beyond what is required by the Geneva 
Conventions.[ "Treaties, States Parties and Commentaries." Additional Protocol (I) to the 
Geneva Conventions, 1977 - 51 - Protection of the civilian population. January 8, 
1977. https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/WebART/470-750065] 
In a 2015 report about the IDF, military leaders from other liberal democracies, “expressed 
strong concerns that the actions and practices of the IDF to prevent collateral damage were 
so extensive… that they would curtail the effectiveness of our own militaries, were they to 
become constraining norms of warfare enacted in… law."[ High Level Military Group, AN 
ASSESSMENT OF THE 2014 GAZA CONFLICT, Friends of Israel Initiative. October 2015. Pg. 
72. http://www.high-level-military-group.org/pdf/hlmg-assessment-2014-gaza-conflict.pdf   ] 
 
 

 
3 https://www.standwithus.com/factsheets-idf-ethics  
 


