A. Do Not Ignore The Plight of Others

T IR TYN a7moy Thyn K.,
You are not to stand by the blood of your fellow: I am the LORD.

B. The Difference One Person Can Make

1. Rambam: Laws of Repentance 3:4
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...a person should always look at themselves as equally balanced
between merit and sin and the world as equally balanced between merit
and sin. If one performs one sin, they tip the balance and that of the
entire world to the side of guilt and bring destruction upon himself.
[On the other hand,] if he performs one mitzvah, he tips his balance and
that of the entire world to the side of merit and brings deliverance and
salvation to himself and others. This is implied by [Proverbs 10:25] "A
righteous man is the foundation of the world," i.e., he who acted
righteously, tipped the balance of the entire world to merit and saved it.



C. Protests / Rallies in Jewish Sources
1. Babylonian Talmud: Rosh Hashana 19a
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Rav Tovi bar Mattana raised an objection against the opinion that
Megillat Ta'anit was nullified, from that which is written in it: On
the twenty-eighth of Adar the good tidings came to the Jews that
they should not turn away from the Torah, and on that day fasting
is forbidden. And this is explained: For the wicked kingdom issued
a decree against Israel that they should not occupy themselves
with Torah study, and that they should not circumcise their sons,
and that they should desecrate Shabbat. What did Yehuda ben
Shammua and his colleagues do? They went and took advice from
a certain matron [matronita] whom all the prominent men of
Rome would visit regularly, thinking that she would know how to
annul the decree.
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She said to them as follows: Come and cry out (protest) [hafgginu] at
night in the streets and markets. They went and cried out at night,
saying: O Heavens! Are we Jews not your brothers; are we not children
of one father; are we not children of one mother? How are we different
from every other nation and tongue that you issue such harsh decrees
against us? And indeed the decrees were annulled, and the Sages made
that day a festive day.



2. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. Kol Dodi Dofek
During the terrible Holocaust when European Jewry was being
systematically exterminated in the ovens and crematoria, the
American Jewish community did not rise to the challenge, did not
act as Jews possessing a properly developed consciousness of our
shared fate and shared suffering as well as the obligation of
shared action that follows therefrom, ought to have acted. We did
not sufficiently empathize with the anguish of the people and did
very little to save our afflicted brethren” (p. 97, Kol Dodi Dofek).

3. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik: Hakira Journal Vol. 34. Pg. 71-72



The Rav’s Attitude towards Demonstrations for S wiet Jewry

Rabbi Dr. A:Ell'Oﬂ Adler was a student in the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
ﬁcologiml sc.n.n.nary when hc: was the Rav’s chauffeur (1974-1977). Ad.
ler’s rcsponsibl}ltlcs were to plck.up the Rav at LaGuardia Airport every
Tuesday mormng_and to be available on Wednesdays for city appoint-
nents. While driving, Adler had many con\'crs:\t'}(ms with the Rav. Sev-
enty such dialogues were later published by.R;\hln Adler as Seventy Conver.
mﬂ‘};m in Transit (Jerusalem: Orthodox Union Press and Urim Publica.

dons, 2021). Adler thus described the Rav’s viewpoint on Soviet Jewry
rallies (PP- 123-124):

The post-Six Day War era in 1967 brought on a cuphoric atmos-

here amongst Israelis and Diaspora Jews alike. This atmosphere
spread to the former Soviet Union where over three million Jews
were locked behind the Iron Curtain. Many of these Jews began de-
manding from the Soviet authorities the right to immigrate to Isracel.
The leadership of this movement—Iater to be referred to as “retuse-
niks”—carried out a heroic struggle against the tyrannical regime in
Moscow. Some were given life prison sentences in Siberia.

Public demonstrations against the Soviet Union began to sprout
in Israel and throughout the Jewish world. Many YU students be
came active in the Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry (SS§)) move-
ment. In the early 1970s, there were two leading Jewish figures who
were vehemently opposed to publicly demonstrating against the So-
viet authorities (R” Menachem Mendel Schneerson of Lubavitch and
R’ Pinchas Teitz of Elizabeth, N.]., gichronam livrachah) —ecach for his
own reason.

The Rav, however, took the position that the Jewish community
ought to raise its voice publicly on the matter and show its decp
concern for fellow Jews in trouble. R’ Aharon Lichtenstein—then
the Rosh Kollel at YU—released his students for purposes of par-
tcipating in these demonstrations. Regarding the Rav’s attitude on
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In a conversation I had in 1983 with Yosc-f Mendf_:lcvich, a fﬁ!mf)us
“refusenik” from those days, (a conversation carried out while
both did military service together in the Israeli armyl!) regarding
whether or not he was aware, while in solitary confinement in Sibe.
ria, of all the demonstrations taking place in the West on his behalf,
he noted that he was not absolutely certain that it was the force of
the demonstrations which brought down the Soviet government in
1989. However, he did know about the demonstrations going on,

and they gave him strength to continue and survive the ordeal for
ten vears!



Rabbi Yehuda Herzl Henkin (Rabbi Yehuda Herzl Henkin (1945 — 23 December 2020),

author of the responsa Benei Banim, was a modern orthodox posek.)

(Sun, 20 December 1987 - 29 Kislev)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yehuda_Henkin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_Sunday_for_Soviet_Jews
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Lest you say: "We did not know this" — does He who
resides in the midst of hearts not understand? and does
the Protector of your soul not know? And He recompenses
a man according to his deeds.

D. General Sources on Rallying
1. Dr. Dr. Susanna Heschel reporting her father’s (R’ Abraham Joshua
Heschel) words.

"When he came home from Selma in 1965, my father wrote, 'For
many of us the march from Selma to Montgomery was about
protest and prayer. Legs are not lips and walking is not kneeling.
And yet our legs uttered songs. Even without words, our march

was worship. I felt my legs were praying.

2. Frederick Douglass (1818-1895)

Douglass was an escaped slave who became one of the most
charismatic and forceful leaders of the American abolition movement.
As a young man he briefly embraced Christianity but soon abandoned
it, observing that the religion did so little to soften the behavior of slave
owners. At the age of 20 he made his daring escape. Here are two
versions of a quotation attributed to him:

1. Praying for freedom never did me any good til I started praying
with my feet.
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2. I prayed for freedom for twenty years, but received no answer
until [ prayed with my legs.

E. Joining The Community In Times of Distress
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Hillel said: do not separate yourself from the community
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Leviticus 19:18
Love your neighbor as yourself:
2. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik: Kol Dodi Dofek

One of the great preachers of the last generation put it well when he
likened the people of Israel to the two-headed son about whom it was
asked in the Talmud whether he would, as a dual-personality, take two
shares of his familial inheritance or only one portion. So too one may
ask: Has the dispersal of the nation in the Diaspora, and its taking root
in different surroundings, caused its spiritual disintegration, or has the
unity of the people not been lost despite the fact it has grown many
heads and speaks many languages, with different customs and diverse
ways of life? In a word, is the Jewish Diaspora one or not? The answer,
continued the preacher, to the question of the unity of the people is
identical with the decision rendered in the beth midrash to the litigant
who asked about the status of the two-headed heir. Let them pour
boiling water on the head of the one, said the Rabbi, and let us see the
other’s reaction. If the other screams in pain, then the two comprise
one personality, and they shall receive one share of the inheritance.
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However, if the second does not feel the suffering of the first, then they
are two individuals enfolded in one body, and they shall receive two
shares of the estate.

With respect to the unity of the nation as well, one must firmly
establish that so long as there is shared suffering, in the sense of “I am
with him in his distress” (Psalms 91:15), there is unity. If the Jew, on
whom Providence has shined Its countenance, and who believes that
with respect to himself the sharpness of hatred has been removed, and
estrangement from his surroundings has passed, nevertheless still feels
the distress of the nation and the burden of its fate /existence, then his
bond to the nation has not been severed. If boiling water is poured on
the head of a Moroccan Jew, the prim and proper Jew in Paris or
London must scream, and by feeling the pain, shows himself loyal to the
nation. The breakup of the people and the constriction of its self-image
are the result of a lack of empathy.

3. RAV JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK AS POSEK OF POST-MODERN
ORTHODOXY - Walter S. Wurzburger, Tradition Volume 29, 1994

The Rav frequently referred to the example of his illustrious
grandfather, R. Haimyy of Brisk, who, on a Yom Kippur evening before
Kol Nidrei, asked the community to desecrate the holiness of Yom
Kippur in order to gather the funds needed to save the life of a follower
of the Bund from execution. The fact that this "Bundist” was an atheist
and an opponent of halakhic Judaism had no bearing upon the
requirement to concern oneself with the fate of every Jew.

M32XT 2 WIDR D8 MR 99

13



Hillel said: do not separate yourself from the community (Ethics of
our father 2:4)

5. Maimonides: Laws of Repentance 3:11
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A person who separates himself from the community [may be placed in
this category] even though he has not transgressed any sins. A person
who separates himself from the congregation of Israel and does not
fulfill mitzvot together with them, does not take part in their
hardships, or join in their [communal] fasts, but rather goes on his own
individual path as if he is from another nation and not [Israel], does not
have a portion in the world to come...

F. Redeeming Captives

1. Morning blessings:

Blessed are You, Adonoy our God, King of the Universe, Who releases
the imprisoned.

2. Maimonides: Book of Mitzvot. Positive Mitzvah # 8
(v ,12 ©127) "1P772,092M" NIV DY) 00218 1°772 NiRTIY
To emulate His good and just ways, as [Deuteronomy 28:9] states: "And
you shall walk in His ways."
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3. Bava Batra 8b:1-2
that redeeming captives is a great mitzva. Rava said to Rabba bar
Mari: Concerning this matter that the Sages stated, that redeeming
captives is a great mitzva, from where is it derived? Rabba bar Mari
said to him: As it is written: “And it shall come to pass, when they say
to you: To where shall we depart? Then you shall tell them: So says
the Lord: Such as are for death, to death; and such as are for the
sword, to the sword; and such as are for famine, to famine; and such
as are for captivity, to captivity” (Jeremiah 15:2). And Rabbi Yohanan
says: Whichever punishment is written later in this verse is more
severe than the one before it.
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Genesis 14:11-13
(11) [The invaders] seized all the wealth of Sodom and Gomorrah and all
their provisions, and went their way. (12) They also took Lot, the son of
Abram’s brother, and his possessions, and departed; for he had settled
in Sodom. (13) A fugitive brought the news to Abram the Hebrew, who
was dwelling at the terebinths of Mamre the Amorite, kinsman of
Eshkol and Aner, these being Abram’s allies.
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Genesis 14:14-16
(14) And when Avram heard that his brother was taken captive, he led
forth his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and
eighteen, and pursued them to Dan. (15) At night, he and his servants
deployed against them and defeated them; and he pursued them as far
as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. (16) He brought back all the
possessions; he also brought back his kinsman Lot and his possessions,
and the women and the rest of the people.
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