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Releasing Hostages During War
Should Israel Cease the Fire or Release Prisoners in Exchange to the Hostages?

Dedicated anonymously in memory of the neshama of Prielle Rakovsky’s brother, Avidan Gamliel ben Monique
Sivana (Hy"d) and all the other neshamot who tragically lost their lives. May their neshamot be a 1w y'sn to all
their families and Klal Yisrael

HOSTAGES AND MISSING FAMILIES FORUM

#BringThemHome

1. The release of Ori Megiddish from Hamas: https://www.youtube.com/shorts/i7ZRvKhrp6pU
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(1) In the days of Amraphel, king of Shinar, Aryokh, king of Ellasar, Kedorla'omer, king of Eilam, and Tidal,
king of Goyim,

(2) they made war with Bera, king of Sedom, with Birsha, king of Amorah, Shinav, king of Admah,
Shemever, king of Tzevoyim, and the king of Bela, which is Tzo’ar....


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7RvKhrp6pU
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/i7RvKhrp6pU
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(12) And they took Lot, the son of Avram's brother, and his possessions, and went their way, as he was
dwelling in Sedom.

(13) A fugitive came and told Avram, the Hebrew, who was living in Elonei Mamre, the Emorite, brother
of Eshkol and brother of Aner, who were allies of Avram.

(14) When Avram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he armed his trained men, born in his
house, three hundred and eighteen of them, and gave chase as far as Dan.

(15) He and his servants divided themselves against them by night, struck them, and chased them as far
as Chovah, which is to the north of Damascus.

(16) And he brought back all the possessions and brought back also his relative, Lot, and his possessions,
and also the women and the people.

:Bamidbar 21 | X“2172TNa .3

3¢ 130 2L 781 DN DINKD 1T 78! R 1D 2230 28T T 270 10230 Rl (8)
DY NN MNINDI T2 NI DYD DX AN [N DX 10N N7 T2 73w T ()

.NNIN DIPRD DY KR! DNMY DRI DRNN DN Y230 DX (R4 28! 2ipa N ung (3)

(1) The Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the South, heard that Israel came by the way of
Atharim; and he fought against Israel, and took some of them captive.

(2) Israel vowed a vow to Hashem, and said, "If you will indeed deliver this people into my hand, then |
will utterly destroy their cities."

(3) Hashem listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed
them and their cities: and the name of the place was called Hormah.
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(1) And it came to pass, when David and his men had come to Ziklag on the third day, that the
Amalekites had made a raid upon the South, and upon Ziklag, and had smitten Ziklag, and burned it with
fire;

(2) They had taken captive the women and all that were in it, both small and great; they did not slay any,
but carried them off and went their way.

(3) And when David and his men came to the city, behold, it was burned with fire; and their wives, and
their sons, and their daughters, had been taken captives.

(4) Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept until they had no more
power to weep.

(5) And David's two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and Abigail the wife of Nabal
the Carmelite.

(6) And David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the
people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters; but David strengthened himself in
Hashem his God.



irakovsky@torontotorah.com n’a

(7) And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelech, "Please, bring me here the ephod." And
Abiathar brought there the ephod to David.

(8) And David inquired of Hashem, saying, "Shall | pursue after this troop? Shall | overtake them?" And
He answered him, "Pursue; for you shall surely overtake them, and shall without fail recover all."

(9) So David went, he and the six hundred men that were with him, and came to the brook Besor, where
those that were left behind stayed.

(10) But David pursued, he and four hundred men; for two hundred stayed behind, who were so faint
that they could not go over the brook Besor...

(18) And David recovered all that the Amalekites had taken; and David rescued his two wives.
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You redeemed us from Egypt. Adonoy, our God, You liberated us from the house of bondage.
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(10) The redemption of captives receives priority over sustaining the poor and providing them with
clothing. [Indeed,] there is no greater mitzvah than the redemption of captives. For a captive is among
those who are hungry, thirsty, and unclothed and he is in mortal peril. If someone pays no attention to
his redemption, he violates the negative commandments: "Do not harden your heart or close your hand"
(Deuteronomy 15:7), "Do not stand by when the blood of your neighbor is in danger" (Leviticus 19:16),
and "He shall not oppress him with exhausting work in your presence" (ibid. 25:53). And he has negated
the observance of the positive commandments: "You shall certainly open up your hand to

him" (Deuteronomy 15:8), "And your brother shall live with you" (ibid. 19:18), "Love your neighbor as
yourself" (Leviticus 19:18), "Save those who are taken for death" (Proverbs 24:11), and many other
decrees of this nature. There is no mitzvah as great as the redemption of captives.
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Any moment one delays Pidyon Shvuim when he can actually do it, it’s like he is killing them himself.
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(12) We do not redeem captives for more than their worth for the benefit of the world at large, i.e., so
that enemies will not pursue people to hold them captive. We do not assist captives in escaping, for the
benefit of the world at large, i.e., so that enemies will not oppress captives seriously and be very strict
when guarding them.
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Levi bar Darga redeemed his daughter who was taken captive with thirteen thousand gold dinars.
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There was an incident involving Rabbi Yehoshua ben Hananya who once went to the great city of Rome,
where they said to him: There is a child in prison with beautiful eyes and an attractive appearance, and
his curly hair is arranged in locks. Rabbi Yehoshua went and stood by the entrance to the prison. He said,
as if speaking to himself: “Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers?” (Isaiah 42:24). That
child answered by reciting the continuation of the verse: “Did not the Lord, He against Whom we have
sinned, and in Whose ways they would not walk, neither were they obedient to His law?” Rabbi
Yehoshua said: | am certain that, if given the opportunity, this child will issue halakhic rulings in Israel, as
he is already exceedingly wise. He said: | take an oath by the Temple service that | will not move from
here until | ransom him for whatever sum of money they set for him. They said that he did not move
from there until he ransomed him for a great sum of money, and not even a few days had passed when
this child then issued halakhic rulings in Israel. And who was this child? This was Rabbi Yishmael ben
Elisha.
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a man may redeem himself at any price. So also, a scholar should be redeemed at a greater price, or
even a student who gives promise of becoming a great scholar.
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| heard about Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg2, may his memory be blessed, who was imprisoned in the tower
of Ensisheim for several years, and the captors demanded a very large sum of money from his
community to release him. Despite the exorbitant amount, the community agreed to pay it in order to
redeem him. However, the Rabbi did not agree with this, and he said that captives cannot be redeemed
for more than their worth, and that includes him as well.

| wonder, since he was an exceptional scholar, unparalleled in his generation in Torah and piety, and it
was permissible to redeem him with all the wealth in the world, even if due to his excessive humility he
did not want to be seen as an exceptional scholar, nevertheless, he should have been concerned about

1 The Maharshal, Rabbi Solomon Luria, was a renowned 16th-century Talmudic scholar and Halachic authority, known for his critical
commentary and influence on Jewish law.

2 The Maharam of Rothenburg, Rabbi Meir ben Baruch, was a prominent 13th-century Halachic authority and Talmudic scholar who made
significant contributions to Jewish legal scholarship.
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the nullification of Torah, as he himself wrote that he was sitting in darkness and the shadow of death,
without Torah.
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Although generally in a case of pidyon sh'vuyim (rescue of captives) the Jewish community is forbidden
to ransom a captive for an exorbitant sum, the ruling in the case of a great scholar is that he should be
ransomed even for a sum that exceeds his "worth." Thus, many Rabbis were of the opinion that every
effort should be made to secure Rav Hutner's release.

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky# dissented, however, arguing that the mitzvah of pidyon sh'vuyim only applies in
peacetime, but surely not during hostilities, when the delivery of ransom money to the enemy would
strengthen their position! He continued to explain that although a cease-fire existed at the time, the
1948 War of Independence had never really ended, for the Arabs' avowed goal to destroy the State of
Israel and drive the Jews into the sea had never been renounced. In his view, although Israel was not
then engaged in active battle, in the eyes of the halacha it was considered to be experiencing a mere lull
in the ongoing original 1948 War of Independence.
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A group of Jews to whom gentiles say, “Give us one of you and we shall kill him, and if not, behold, we
will kill all of them”; they should let themselves be killed and not deliver them one soul from Israel.
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However, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef argues and establishes that although the cases may be similar, there is still
a significant difference between them. When a Jew hands over another Jew to non-Jews to be killed,
there is a cruelty akin to actual murder. What difference is there between the one who kills his fellow
and the one who delivers him for execution? On the other hand, when releasing a murderer, even
though there is great danger involved, it is not an actual act of murder.

3 Rabbi Hershel Schachter is a distinguished contemporary Orthodox Jewish scholar Halachic authority. Serves as the Rosh Yeshivah of YU NYC.
4 Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky was a revered 20th-century Torah sage and Talmudic scholar. He was a rabbi in Toronto during WW2.

5 Rabbi Dr. Tzachi Hershkowitz is a rabbi at Bar-llan University
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:Redeeming Captive Soldiers, 1974
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Since our soldiers have gone to war on behalf of the state's mission to defend its people, there is an
unspoken, inherent obligation that exists between the soldier and the state. This obligation means that
every reasonable means available to the state (that does not compromise its overall security) must be
employed to redeem them if they should fall captive. Just as the obligation exists in the case of their
harm, Gd forbid, in war, no less is the duty to undertake any action to rescue them from captivity. It is as
much as if the soldiers redeem themselves. In this case, there is no limitation to how much the state
should pay to redeem them, and there is no provision that they cannot redeem the captives more than
their worth.

Rabbi Tzefania Drori?, “The Halachah Prohibits Such | ”iIrfaw npov v moIx na%na” ,NT NRax 1N .17
:”a Deal

NINW NIM2UNNNNA DX NIN O'TI91 "N DR D719 [X] D192,0M1A 179 DX TINGD 072172 NHIXNA 11T TN TN
77N MY 1120 W' ONANN NN DR TINA PR DT XN NIK NTNAYA NjpoYN 71 W T8N .00 XXM
TN NIWYUZ NN DY ani? "wan 'R n22nn N2'Nan .NanNx NIZwa? Nt omniwnnn

"On one hand, we have fulfilled a very significant mitzvah, the mitvzah of redeeming captives. On the
other hand, this deal places us in a situation where it will greatly strengthen the forces of Hamas, and
there is a direct danger that some of the released prisoners will return to terrorist activities. From the
halachik perspective, it cannot be said that this was permissible.”
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:Shmuel Eliyah8 on the Shalit Deal
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The Shalit deal is against Jewish law, and it's truly madness. When the lives of so many Jews are at stake,
it's clear that we must not support this deal. The solution is to free Gilad Shalit in any other way- by
oppressing the kidnappers side, or through diplomatic pressure, or even by a military operation, even if
it puts Palestinian civilians at risk.
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6 Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli was a prominent 20th-century Israeli rabbi, legal scholar, and educator, known for his influential work in Jewish law and his
dedication to religious Zionism.

7 Rabbi Tzefania Drori is the chief Rabbi of Kiryat Shmona and the Head of its Yeshivah

8 Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu is the Chief Rabbi of Zefat
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As for our brethren, the entire House of Israel who remain in distress and captivity, whether on sea or on
land, may Gd have compassion on them, and bring them from distress to relief, from darkness to light,
from servitude to redemption, at this moment, speedily, very soon; and let us say Amen.



