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A woman left home for an extended period of time while she was full, i.e., pregnant, and came
back when she was empty, as she discharged the fetus, but it is unknown exactly when and
what she discharged; and she spent three weeks in our presence during which she was
pure, i.e., she did not experience any bleeding, and for the following ten weeks she alternated
between one impure week, in which she experienced bleeding every day, and one pure week,
in which she did not experience bleeding at all. In such a case, the woman may engage in
intercourse with her husband at the end of the fifth week following her return, on the eve of
the thirty-fifth day, after which she is again prohibited from engaging in intercourse with her
husband. And we require her to immerse in a ritual bath a total of ninety-five immersions.
This is the statement of Beit Shammai. And Beit Hillel say that she is required to immerse
thirty-five times. Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, says: She is required to immerse only
once, as it is sufficient for the immersion to be at the end of the period when she is required
to immerse every day.
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The Gemara summarizes its analysis of the baraita: Conclude from it three conclusions... And
finally, conclude from it that immersion at its proper time is a mitzva, which is why the
woman immerses every day despite the fact it remains prohibited for her to engage in
intercourse. But Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Yehuda, says: It is sufficient for the immersion
to be at the end, and we do not say that immersion at its proper time is a mitzva in its own
right. Consequently, the woman is obligated to perform only one immersion.
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And here the fanna’im disagree with regard to this matter. Rabbi Meir holds: We say that
immersion at its appointed time is a mitzva. Beginning with the moment that an impure
person is eligible for immersion, whenever he immerses, even if he delays doing so, he is
purified. Nevertheless, it is a mitzva to immerse as soon as one is eligible. It is similarly a mitzva
to have the purification waters sprinkled as soon as the priest is eligible. Since there is concern
that perhaps the High Priest became impure during the three days prior to his sequestering,
there is an obligation to sprinkle him each day beginning with day one, since that might be the
third day of his impurity. And Rabbi Yosei holds: We do not say that immersion at its
appointed time is a mitzva, and the same is true with regard to sprinkling. Therefore, sprinkling
on the third and seventh days of his sequestering is sufficient, despite their not necessarily
being the third and seventh days of his impurity.
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