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11. Noteworthy Features of 2''2n97 nuw
1. Who Does the n"ann Hold Like?

e Thelanguage at the beginning of the 0"an" implies that he holds like 'knw N1, especially
because he appears to quote 'Xnw N’s interpretation of the p10o.
2. “Don’tRush...”
e After the n"ann says that one can only divorce in instances of niNy, he then says that one
should not rush to divorce. What does this add?
3. Zivug Sheni
e The 0"ann uses the language of NXaw when describing W a1iT. Whose opinion does this
accord with?

Beis Hillel, Beis Shamai and R’ Akiva
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20. Rav Soloveitchik, Family Redeemed, pg. 65-66

Divorce is only the formal validation of an act of disintegration which took place before, the
conclusion of a process of profanation of the marriage institution which divested it of its permanency
and constancy. Basically, divorce is warranted only in cases of adultery. However, we must remember
that there are various degrees of adultery. There are more vulgar and more refined forms of adultery....

Beit Shammai interprets ervat davar in its literal sense of adultery. If the Beit Din is unable to ascertain
adultery, a divorce is not warranted. Ervat davar was defined in strictly halakhic juridic terms; only legal
blame is a justifying circumstance for divorce. Whatever does not border on formal adultery cannot be
taken into account as aground for the termination of the marriage. Rabbi Akiva changes the semantics
of ervat davr and raises its meaning to the moral level. Dissolutionn of a marriage is permissible if he
desires another woman; this very desire is an adulterous thought which cancels the pristine sanctity of
the marriage. A sinful wish and inner betrayal of the wedded partner desecrates the covenantal
endowment of marriage, although tin the eys of society the marriage appears to be perfect and the
partners blameless. It is not the juridic aspect that is decisive relative to the sacred covenant of
matrimony, but rather the moral one. If his affections were alienated by an adulteress, if he has
become estranged from his mate because she no longer attracts him and he does not cherish her
companionship any more — then the dissolution ahs begun already. The marriage has been desecrated
and de-covenantalized. The divorce formally concludes a process that set in long before that.



