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8 Now the king of Aram warred against Israel; and
he took counsel with his servants, saying: 'In such
and such a place shall be my camp.’
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9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel,
saying: '‘Beware that thou pass not such a place; for
thither the Arameans are coming down.'
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10 And the king of Israel sent to the place which the
man of God told him and warned him of; and he
guarded himself there, not once nor twice.
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11 And the heart of the king of Aram was sore
troubled for this thing; and he called his servants,
and said unto them: 'Will ye not tell me which of us
is for the king of Israel?'
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12 And one of his servants said: 'Nay, my lord, O
king; but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth
the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy
bed-chamber.'

How does Elisha know?
1. Malbim 12:8
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How did they know it was Elisha?

2. Ralbag 6:8
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Attempted Kidnapping and Soldiers of Fire

(6:13-23)

NniTnna

DY XANN' ©UKR

LRI 727X IR 109 ,mRn »
M3 ;0K - ANNRR LMY
N1

13 And he said: 'Go and see where he is, that I may send
and fetch him.' And it was told him, saying: '‘Behold, he
is in Dothan.'
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14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a
great host; and they came by night, and compassed the
city about.

P X7 UK MR D3 10
DIDY TY-NK 2310 M-N3 KYN
PITX ADX YoX 103 0NN 5207
1YY DR

15 And when the servant of the man of God was risen
early, and gone forth, behold, a host with horses and
chariots was round about the city. And his servant said
unto him: 'Alas, my master! how shall we do?'
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16 And he answered: 'Fear not: for they that are with us
are more than they that are with them.'
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17 And Elisha prayed, and said: 'LORD, I pray Thee,
open his eyes, that he may see.' And the LORD opened
the eyes of the young man; and he saw; and, behold, the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round
about Elisha.
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-5x pwhy Shann ,vox 11 e || 18 And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed
NIN-"130-NR RI1-70 00870 M unto the LORD, and said: 'Smite this people, I pray
JUHX 1272 ,0102 DM ;003 Thee, with blindness." And He smote them with
S ' ' blindness according to the word of Elisha.

7770 11 X5 ,YwHX 0dK mxn v || 19 And Elisha said unto them: "This is not the way,
125iX1 ,MINX 105--7wn 1T XD neither is this the city; follow me, and I will bring you to
57 ;wWpIR MWK Wixa-5x oon | | the man whom ye seek.” And he led them to Samaria.
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PWHX NN TN oxas 1 3 | | 20 And it came to pass, when they were come into
MpOM ;XM N9X-1Y-nX npa M || Samaria, that Elisha said: 'LORD, open the eyes of these
7ina M3 AR ,DPY-nx M | | men, that they may see.” And the LORD opened their
S ' ; || eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they were in the midst

Jinv '
of Samaria.

PUHR-5R Sxwr-79m0 K K3 || 21 And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, when he saw
JAN LMK 1R :DNiX iR them: 'MY father, shall I smite them? shall I smite them?'
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their master.

1IxM ,nYTT3 M2 0% 11on 29 || 23 And he prepared great provision for them; and when
;0ITX-5K 1957 ,ombwm anwm || they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they
YIX2 Ki2b ,00K T3 Tip 1002-x5) || went to their master. And the bands of Aram came no

{8} by || More into the land of Israel. {P}

What is the plan of the king of Aram?
3. Ralbag 6:13
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4. Malbim 6:13
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Why does he need the fiery horses if he is going to blind the Syrians and lead them
to Shomron? How is this connected to the fiery chariot of Eliyahu?
5. Metzudos 6:17
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6. Malbim 6:17
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What is the parallel between opening the eyes and blinding the soldiers?
7. Abarbanel 6:18-19
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How far must they travel?

WAR & DIPLOMACY

Why does Elisha not allow him to finish them off?
8. Kohelles 3:8
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A time for loving and a time for hating;
A time for war and a time for peace.

9. Ralbag 6:22
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10. Malbim 6:22
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11. Abarbanel 6:23
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Is there any significance in his placement in Dotan?

12. Bereishis 37:15-17
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a man came upon him wandering in the fields. The man asked him,
“What are you looking for?”
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He answered, “I am looking for my brothers. Could you tell me where
they are pasturing?”
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The man said, “They have gone from here, for I heard them say: Let us
go to Dothan.” So Joseph followed his brothers and found them at
Dothan.

13. Ramban 37:15
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14. The Wealth of Nations, Book IV, Chapter Il, paragraph IX Adam Smith
But the annual revenue of every society is always precisely equal to the
0 exchangeable value of the whole annual produce of its industry, or rather is
precisely the same thing with that exchangeable value. As every individual,
4 therefore, endeavours as much as he can both to employ his capital in the support
3 of domestic industry, and so to direct that industry that its produce may be of the
4 o /Y~ greatest value, every individual necessarily labours to render the annual revenue of
BN the society as great as he can. He generally, indeed, neither intends to promote the
o public interest, nor knows how much he is promoting it. By preferring the support of
THE WEALT domestic to that of foreign industry, he intends only his own security; and by
OF NATIONS directing that industry in such a manner as its produce may be of the greatest value,
ApAM SMITH he intends only his own gain, and he is in this, as in many other cases, led by an
N ~ invisible hand to promote an end which was no part of his intention. Nor is it always
the worse for the society that it was not part of it. By pursuing his own interest he
frequently promotes that of
the society more effectually than when he really intends to promote it. | have never
known much good done by those who affected to trade for the public good. It is an affectation,
indeed, not very common among merchants, and very few words need be employed in dissuading
them from it.
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