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BACKGROUND
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Bamidbar Chapter 3

And Behold I have taken the Levi’im from amongst the Bnai Yisrael instead of the
firstborn from the Bnai Yisrael, and they (the Levi’im) shall be to me.

Because all of the firstborns were mine from the day that I killed the firstborns in Egypt. I
sanctified each firstborn of the Bnai Yisrael, from person to animal, they will be to me.
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Rashi Bamidbar Chapter 3

The Bnai Yisrael will pay them for their service to me. Through the firstborns I merited to
them, and I took them in exchange of them. The service used to be with the firstborns, but
when they sinned in the Golden Calf they were disqualified. Only the Levi’im who did not
serve Avodah Zara were chosen in their stead.
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CHOOSING AHARON
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Shemos Chapter 4

And God’s anger flared at Moshe, and he said “but Aharon your brother, the Levi, I know
he can speak and he will be going out to greet you and he will see you and be happy in his
heart.
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Rashi Shemos Chapter 4

Not as you think, that he will be hurt by your ascent to greatness. From there Aharon
merited to the Choshen that is placed on the heart.

WHO WAS AHARON?
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Pirkei Avos Chapter 1

Hillel and Shamai accepted from them: Be from the students of Aharon, loving peace and
chasing peace, loving everyone, and bringing them closer to the Torah.
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Meiri Pirkei Avos Chapter 1

Bringing them close to the Torah means that he would become friendly with them to the
extent that they be embarrassed and say Woe is to us! If Aharon would know (about the
sins we do) what is our life worth! He became friendly with us because he must have
known that we have value and significance — and we should do everything we can to prove
him right. Through this they would come closer to him and learn Torah from him.
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ROLE OF THE KOHEN GADOL
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Rav Hirsch Parshas Tetzaveh Chapter 28

The “Mishpat” of the Bnai Yisrael. This means the things befitting of the Jewish
People — and are representative of their mission. The thing that he should wish to draw
upon and aspire to. This “Mishpat” is only revealed through using the Urim V’Tumim —
namely, that the goals and aspirations of the Bnai Yisrael are expressed and defined by the
Urim V’Tumim...

Therefore, when the Torah says that the Kohen Gadol carries the “Mishpat”, the
intent is that Aharon should constantly be “carrying” (i.e., representing and helping to
achieve) the aspirations of Bnai Yisrael. He carries this on his shoulders, and in this way
he becomes a literal symbol and representative of the entire Jewish Nation.
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RE-EXAMINING THE SIN
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Rashi Shemos Parshas Ki Sisa Chapter 32

And he said — the holiday for Hashem will be tomorrow. Specifically, not today — for
perhaps Moshe will return before they serve it. The Medrash explains that Aharon saw
many things. He saw that Chur, his nephew, who rebuked the Bnai Yisrael, was murdered.
“He understood from he who had been slain in front of him”. He also saw and said it
would better for their “stench” to be in me, rather than them. He also saw that if he would
take upon himself to build, he could dally in his work and delay the alters completion.
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Rashi Vavikra Parshas Shemini Chapter 9

Come close to the Alter: For Aharon was embarrassed and scared to come close. Moshe
told him, why are you scared! This is the very reason you were chosen.
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The Ben Ish Chai explains why Aaron was both embarrassed and afraid. The
sacrifices of that day were to atone for the sin of the Golden Calf. Since Aaron was
unintentionally involved in the making of the calf, he first had to bring a sacrifice for
himself, and he was embarrassed. He was also afraid that other Leviim might use the fact
that Aaron was involved in the sin to undermine his authority, like Korach later did.

However, with just two words (L'kach nivcharta - for this you were chosen), Moshe
changed Aaron's perspective. Moshe knew that, rather than being a handicap, it is
essential that a leader have some sort of embarrassing episode in his past, so that he does
not become arrogant.

WHY NOT MOSHE?
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