Redeeming Captives

Source Sheet by Barry Gelman

Genesis 14:14-24

(14) When Abram heard that his kinsman’s
[household] had been taken captive, he
mustered his retainers, born into his
household, numbering three hundred and
eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.
(15) At night, he and his servants deployed
against them and defeated them; and he
pursued them as far as Hobah, which is
north of Damascus. (16) He brought back all
the possessions; he also brought back his
kinsman Lot and his possessions, and the
women and the rest of the people.

Numbers 21:1-3

(1) When the Canaanite, king of Arad, who
dwelt in the Negeb, learned that Israel was
coming by the way of Atharim, he engaged
Israel in battle and took some of them
captive. (2) Then Israel made a vow to M
and said, “If You deliver this people into our
hand, we will destroy (dedicate the spoils)
their towns. (3) M heeded Israel’s plea and
delivered up the Canaanites; and they and
their cities were proscribed. So that place
was named Hormah.

Rashi on Numbers 21:1:4
22w 1N 2w (more lit.,) AND
CAPTURED FROM THEM A CAPTIVE

— it was only one maid servant (Yalkut

Shimoni on Torah 764).
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I Samuel 30:1-9

(1) By the time David and his men arrived in
Ziklag, on the third day, the Amalekites had
made a raid into the Negeb and against
Ziklag; they had stormed Ziklag and burned
it down. (2) They had taken the women in it
captive, low-born and high-born alike; they
did not kill any, but carried them off and
went their way. (3) When David and his
men came to the town and found it burned
down, and their wives and sons and
daughters taken captive, (4) David and the
troops with him broke into tears, until they
had no strength left for weeping. (5)
David’s two wives had been taken captive,
Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail wife of
Nabal from Carmel. (6) David was in great
danger, for the troops threatened to stone
him; for all the troops were embittered on
account of their sons and daughters.

But David sought strength in the LORD his
God. (7) David said to the priest Abiathar
son of Ahimelech, “Bring the ephod up to
me.” When Abiathar brought up the
ephodaSee note at 2.28. to David, (8) David
inquired of the LORD, “Shall I pursue
those raiders? Will I overtake them?” And
He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall
overtake and you shall rescue.” (9) So David
and the six hundred men with him set out,
and they came to the Wadi Besor, where a
halt was made by those who were to be left

behind.

Jeremiah 15:2

(2) And if they ask you, “To what shall we go
forth?” answer them, “Thus said GOD:
Those destined for the plague, to the plague;
Those destined for the sword, to the sword;
Those destined for famine, to famine;
Those destined for captivity, to captivity.

-9 R PRIDY

D72 X2p¥ TN TIT X322 i ()
233798 10D 2Ry W

ANK DIWN AP NY I 3PN
AWK DWIT NN 1Y () 1WR3
WO WOR AR XY PITY) 10pn
PEIRLTIT X3 () 1077 M
DIPYR WRI AW MW TYITY
T REM (1 221 oPDId DI
7Y 1921 OPTNR NRTIWK QY
YA (M :Ni337 02 0PI W
PPN MOYIPT DYPAN 12V TV
TR T2 M¥A O D919 Y1 NYN
wpy 11572 707 Dy MeNT3
PIMM PNi20Y1 WAy UAR DYT03
MR (1) {o} :PoR M2 77
TP IR 1727 MR 7T

WA WA TIONT "7 I

T PRY (M) (TTOR TIORITNR
AI0TTITI 0N AT AR M2
»ivn apama A7) 59 R ara
X7 7T T @ 2N oM

2mImTY RS IR WR TR nixnw
ATRY oniim s

20"0 1R

REI TN TR 0D ) ()

nR? IR A KD PP AN
Y77 WX 2902 2772 WK M2
PIY? W7 WK 2977


https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.30.1-9
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.30.1-9
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.15.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.15.2

Bava Batra 8b

Rava said to Rabba bar Mari: Concerning
this matter that the Sages stated, that
redeeming captives is a great mitzva, from
where is it derived? Rabba bar Mari said to
him: As it is written: “And it shall come to
pass, when they say to you: To where shall
we depart? Then you shall tell them: So
says the Lord: Such as are for death, to
death; and such as are for the sword, to
the sword; and such as are for famine, to
famine; and such as are for captivity, to
captivity” (Jeremiah 15:2). And Rabbi
Yohanan says: Whichever punishment is
written later in this verse is more severe
than the one before it.
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Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 8:10

(10) The redemption of captives receives
priority over sustaining the poor and
providing them with clothing. [Indeed,]
there is no greater mitzvah than the
redemption of captives.30For as the Rambam
continues to explain, all of the different aspects
of charitable gifis are included in the
redemption of captives (Bava Batra 8b). For a
captive is among those who are hungry,
thirsty, and unclothed and he is in mortal
peril.31For at any time, his captors may take
his life. If someone pays no attention to his
redemption, he violates the negative
commandments: "Do not harden your heart
or close your hand" (Deuteronomy 15:7,
"Do not stand by when the blood of your
neighbor is in danger" (Leviticus 19:16 , and
"He shall not oppress him with exhausting
work in your presence” (ibid. 25:53). And
he has negated the observance of the positive
commandments: "You shall certainly open
up your hand to him" (Deuteronomy 15:8 ,
"And your brother shall live with you" (#bid.
19:18), "Love your neighbor as yourself"
(Leviticus 19:18 , "Save those who are taken
for death" (Proverbs 24:11 , and many other
decrees of this nature. There is no mitzvah as

great as the redemption of captives.
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Mishnah Gittin 4:6

The captives are not redeemed for more
than their actual monetary value, for the
betterment of the world; and one may not
aid the captives in their attempt to escape
from their captors for the betterment of the
world, so that kidnappers will not be more
restrictive with their captives to prevent
them from escaping. Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel says: For the betterment of the
captives, so that kidnappers will not avenge
the escape of the captives by treating other
captives with cruelty.

Gittin 45a

GEMARA: A dilemma was raised before
the Sages: With regard to this expression:
For the betterment of the world, is it due
to the financial pressure of the
community? [s the concern that the increase
in price will lead to the community
assuming financial pressures it will not be
able to manage? Or perhaps it is because
the result of this will be that they will not
seize and bring additional captives, as they
will see that it is not worthwhile for them to
take Jews captive?

What's the difference between the two reasons?

Rashi on Gittin 45a
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Gittin 45a

The Gemara suggests: Come and hear an
answer based on the fact that Levi bar
Darga redeemed his daughter who was
taken captive with thirteen thousand gold
dinars. This indicates that private citizens
may pay excessive sums to redeem a captive
if they so choose. Therefore, it must be that
the reason for the ordinance was to avoid an
excessive burden being placed upon the
community. If the ordinance was instituted
to remove the incentive for kidnappers to
capture Jews, a private citizen would also
not be permitted to pay an excessive sum.
Abaye said: And who told us that he acted
in accordance with the wishes of the
Sages? Perhaps he acted against the wishes
of the Sages, and this anecdote cannot serve

as a proof.

Exceptions

1. Competing / Complimentry values
2. Leadership Capacity

3. Life in Danger

4. Change in Circumstances

Ketubot 52a

§ The Sages taught: If she was taken
captive and they were seeking ransom
from her husband of up to ten times her
value, i.e., far more than the usual ransom
for a captive of this kind, on the first
occasion she is taken captive he must
redeem her. From this point forward, i.c.,
if she was taken captive a second time, if he
wants to, he redeems her, but if he does not
want to redeem her, he does not have to
redeem her, as the Sages obligated him to
redeem her only once. Rabban Shimon ben

Gamliel says:
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Gittin 58a

The Sages taught another baraita (1osefia,
Horayot 2:5) relating to the fate of the
Jewish children: There was an incident
involving Rabbi Yehoshua ben Hananya
who once went to the great city of Rome,
where they said to him: There is a child in
prison with beautiful eyes and an
attractive appearance, and his curly hair is
arranged in locks. Rabbi Yehoshua went
and stood by the entrance to the prison.
He said, as if speaking to himself: “Who
gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the
robbers?” (Isaiah 42:24). That child
answered by reciting the continuation of
the verse: “Did not the Lord, He against
Whom we have sinned, and in Whose
ways they would not walk, neither were
they obedient to His law?” Rabbi Yehoshua
said: I am certain that, if given the
opportunity, this child will issue halakhic
rulings in Israel, as he is already
exceedingly wise. He said: I take an oath by
the Temple service that I will not move
from here until I ransom him for
whatever sum of money they set for him.
They said that he did not move from there
until he ransomed him for a great sum of
money, and not even a few days had passed
when this child then issued halakhic rulings
in Israel. And who was this child? This was
Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha.
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Tosafot on Gittin 58a

[Tosfot quotes the Gemara:] "for whatever
[amount of ] money that they demand." [He
was legally allowed to do this because
where] there is a threat to life, we redeem
the captives for more than their value. [This
is like what] we say in Chapter 'Hasholeach'
(above, page 47a) about one who sells
themselves and their children to idol-
worshippers, [and this is true] a fortiori here
where there is a murderer. Alternatively, [he
was allowed to redeem the baby for more
than its worth] because [it possessed] great
wisdom.
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Tosafot on Gittin 45a
109112902 897—They should not seize
and bring

OVERVIEW

The mwn ruled that we should not redeem
captives for more than they are worth. The
Xni asked, is it because it will place a
greater burden on the community to pay for
their redemption (so if an individual wants
to redeem someone he may do so), or is it
because this will cause the gentiles to seize
more and more people (in which case even
an individual may not redeem for more than
the value). mdOIN reconciles this latter view

with seemingly contradictory mmna.

moo1N anticipates a difficulty:

nawa (R,21 NMAIND) 791 P RANT RM
AT AOWY TV AdRn Pwean Y —

And this which the 8n»12 taught in P79
1w, “if one’s wife was captured and they
wanted ten times her value in order to
release her —

710 NWRD QYD —

The first time it happens he should redeem
her’; this would seemingly contradict this
view of 12909 857!

Mmoo replies:

RITI1N22 N 111D RNATINWR IRWY —
His wife is different (than all other
captives) for she is like his own body, even
more so than the case of the daughter
mentioned here, so since she is 1912 —
V219 WR 92 10 K2 Up N RY %Y P
1wl —

There was never an enactment that
regarding one’s self he should not give
whatever he possesses for himself, rather
there is no limit; the same applies to NWK.
Mmoo anticipates another difficulty:

P n S b i) MPADT RO1IN 12 YW 'aM
(R,711 97 1AP?) PPrIN2 720 PRna -
And regarding 1" 21 who redeemed that
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child for much money, which is mentioned
in PPN P9, how was he permitted to do
so if we assume 1279 R97?

mooIN responds:

1270 NYW3 n1°R AROA2 A9 AW DY
12905 897 W RY man:

For he was exceedingly bright, or you may
also say that during the time of the
destruction of the P"n3, the reason of 'R®
127»%', does not apply.






I heard about our teacher and Rabbi, R.
Meir of Rothenburg, may his memory be for
a blessing, who was held captive in the
fortress at Ensisheim for a certain number of
years, and the ruler demanded from the
communities an exorbitant ransom, and the
communities wished to pay but he [R. Meir]
did not allow this. He said that it is not
permitted to ransom captives for more than
their worth. I am flabbergasted, as he was an
exceptionally great Torah scholar, and there
was none like him in Torah and piety in his
generation, and it is permissible to ransom
him for all the money in the world. If due to
his humility, he did not consider himself to
be an exceptionally great Torah scholar, at
any rate he should have considered the
amount of Torah learning that would be lost
—as he himself wrote, that he sat in
darkness without Torah and light; and he
lamented his lack of the works of

the poskim and Tosafot; and how could he
not have considered the sin of loss of Torah,
since the public needed him. Clearly, his
opinion was that if they ransomed him, one
need fear lest all of the rulers take the
greatest Torah scholar of the generation into
captivity for ransom so great that the means
of the diaspora communities would not be
sufficient to ransom them, and the Torah
would be forgotten from Israel. I also heard
that the same evil ruler wanted to seize his
student, Rosh [Rabbenu Asher]. He got
wind of this and fled to Tulitila and was
saved by G-d’s compassion and mercy.
Because of this, the pious one [Maharam]
said that it is better that a little wisdom be
lost from Israel than the total loss of all
Torah scholarship. And this is the sign [that
he was correct], that at that time they ceased

seizing the diaspora sages.
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