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The Jews undertook and irrevocably obligated themselves and their descendants, and all who might join them,
to observe these two days in the manner prescribed and at the proper time each year.
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“And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet God; and they stood at the lowermost part of
the mount” (Exodus 19:17). Rabbi Avdimi bar Hama bar Hasa said: the Jewish people actually stood beneath
the mountain, and the verse teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, overturned the mountain above the
Jews like a tub, and said to them: If you accept the Torah, excellent, and if not, there will be your burial.
Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said: From here there is a substantial caveat to the obligation to fulfill the Torah. The
Jewish people can claim that they were coerced into accepting the Torah, and it is therefore not binding. Rava
said: Even so, they again accepted it willingly in the time of Ahasuerus, as it is written: “The Jews ordained,

and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto them” (Esther 9:27),
and he taught: The Jews ordained what they had already taken upon themselves through coercion at Sinai.
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Hizkiya said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “You caused sentence to be heard from heaven;
the earth feared, and was silent” (Psalms 76:9)? If it was afraid, why was it silent; and if it was silent, why
was it afraid? Rather, the meaning is: At first, it was afraid, and in the end, it was silent. “You caused sentence
to be heard from heaven” refers to the revelation at Sinai. And why was the earth afraid? It is in accordance
with the statement of Reish Lakish, as Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day” (Genesis 1:31)? Why do I require the superfluous
letter heh, the definite article, which does not appear on any of the other days? It teaches that the Holy One,
Blessed be He, established a condition with the act of Creation, and said to them: If Israel accepts the Torah
on the sixth day of Sivan, you will exist; and if they do not accept it, I will return you to the primordial state
of chaos and disorder.
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “His cheeks are as a bed

of spices, as banks of sweet herbs, his lips are lilies dripping with flowing myrrh” (Song of Songs 5:13)? It is
interpreted homiletically: From each and every utterance that emerged from His cheeks, i.e., the mouth of




the Holy One, Blessed be He, the entire world was filled with fragrant spices. And since the world was
already filled by the first utterance, where was there room for the spices of the second utterance to go? The
Holy One, Blessed be He, brought forth wind from His treasuries and made the spices pass one at a time,
leaving room for the consequences of the next utterance. As it is stated: “His lips are lilies [shoshanim]
dripping with flowing myrrh.” Each and every utterance resulted in flowing myrrh. Do not read the word in
the verse as shoshanim; rather, read it as sheshonim, meaning repeat. Each repeat utterance produced its own
fragrance.
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: From each and every utterance that emerged from the mouth of the Holy
One, Blessed be He, the souls of the Jewish people left their bodies, as it is stated: “My soul departed when
he spoke”(Song of Songs 5:6). And since their souls left their bodies from the first utterance, how did they
receive the second utterance? Rather, God rained the dew upon them that, in the future, will revive the
dead, and He revived them, as it is stated: “You, God, poured down a bountiful rain; when Your inheritance
was weary You sustained it” (Psalms 68:10). And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: With each and every
utterance that emerged from the mouth of the Holy One, Blessed be He, the Jewish people retreated in fear
twelve mil, and the ministering angels walked themback toward the mountain, as it is stated: “The hosts of

angels will scatter [yidodun]” (Psalms 68:13). Do not read the word as yidodun, meaning scattered; rather,
read it as yedadun, they walked them.
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moses ascended on High to receive the Torah, the ministering
angels said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, what is one born of a woman doing
here among us?The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to them: He came to receive the Torah. The angels said
before Him: The Torah is a hidden treasure that was concealed by you 974 generations before the creation
of the world, and you seek to give it to flesh and blood? As it is stated: “The word which He commanded to
a thousand generations” (Psalms 105:8). Since the Torah, the word of God, was given to the twenty-sixth
generation after Adam, the first man, the remaining 974 generations must have preceded the creation of the
world. “What is man that You are mindful of him and the son of man that You think of him?” (Psalms 8:5).
Rather, “God our Lord, how glorious is Your name in all the earth that Your majesty is placed above the
heavens” (Psalms 8:2). The rightful place of God’s majesty, the Torah, is in the heavens.
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The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Provide them with an answer as to why the Torah should be
given to the people. Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, I am afraid lest they burn me with the
breath of their mouths. God said to him: Grasp My throne of glory for strength and protection, and provide
them with an answer. And from where is this derived? As it is stated: “He causes him to grasp the front of
the throne, and spreads His cloud over it” (Job 26:9), and Rabbi Nahum said: This verse teaches that God
spread the radiance of His presence and His cloud over Moses. Moses said before Him: Master of the
Universe, the Torah that You are giving me, what is written in it? God said to him: “I am the Lord your God
Who brought you out of Egypt from the house of bondage” (Exodus 20:2). Moses said to the angels: Did you
descend to Egypt? Were you enslaved to Pharaoh? Why should the Torah be yours? Again Moses asked:
What else is written in it? God said to him: “You shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3). Moses
said to the angels: Do you dwell among the nations who worship said to him: “Honor your father and your
mother” (Exodus 20:12). Moses asked the angels: Do you have a father or a mother that would render the
commandment to honor them relevant to you? Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? God said to
him: “You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal” (Exodus 20:13) Moses asked
the angels: Is there jealousy among you, or is there an evil inclination within you that would render these
commandments relevant? Immediately they agreed with the Holy One, Blessed be He, that He made the right
decision to give the Torah to the people, and as it is stated: “God our Lord, how glorious is Your name in all
the earth”(Psalms 8:10), while “that Your majesty is placed above the heavens” is not written because the
angels agreed with God that it is appropriate to give the Torah to the people on earth. Immediately, each and
every one of the angels became an admirer of Moses and passed something to him, as it is stated: “You
ascended on high, you took a captive, you took gifts on account of man, and even among the rebellious also
that the Lord God might dwell there” (Psalms 68:19). The meaning of the verse is: In reward for the fact that
they called you man, you are not an angel and the Torah is applicable to you, you took gifts from the angels.
And even the Angel of Death gave him something, as Moses told Aaron how to stop the plague, as it is stated:
“And he placed the incense, and he atoned for the people” (Numbers 17:12). And the verse says: “And he
stood between the dead and the living, and the plague was stopped” (Numbers 17:13). If it were not that the
Angel of Death told him this remedy, would he have known it?
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Reish Lakish said: Great is repentance, as the penitent’s intentional sins are counted for him as unwitting
transgressions, as it is stated: “Return, Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled in your
iniquity”(Hosea 14:2). The Gemara analyzes this: Doesn’t “iniquity” mean an intentional sin? Yet the prophet
calls it stumbling, implying that one who repents is considered as though he only stumbled accidentally in his
transgression. The Gemara asks: Is that so? Didn’t Reish Lakish himself say: Great is repentance, as one’s
intentional sins are counted for him as merits, as it is stated: “And when the wicked turns from his
wickedness, and does that which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby” (Ezekiel 33:19), and all his deeds,
even his transgressions, will become praiseworthy? The Gemara reconciles: This is not difficult: Here, when




one repents out of love, his sins become like merits; there, when one repents out of fear, his sins are counted
as unwitting transgressions.
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Rabbi Eliezer says: A person has nothing but to choose on a Festival; he either eats and drinks or sits and
learns the entire day, but there is no specific mitzva to eat on the Festival. Rabbi Yehoshua, on the other hand,

says: Divide the day, half of it for eating and drinking and half of it for the study hall, for he holds that eating
and drinking are obligatory on the Festival.

And Rabbi Yohanan said: And both of them derived their opinions from one verse, i.e., the two of them
addressed the same textual difficulty, resolving it in different ways. For one verse says: “It shall be an assembly
for the Lord your God; you shall do no labor” (Deuteronomy 16:8), which indicates that the day is set aside
for Divine service, and another verse says: “It shall be an assembly for you; you shall do no servile labor”
(Numbers 29:35), which indicates a celebratory assembly for the Jewish people. Rabbi Eliezer holds that the
two verses should be understood as offering a choice: The day is to be either entirely for God or entirely for
you. And Rabbi Yehoshua holds that it is possible to fulfill both verses: Split the day into two, half of it for
God and half of it for you.

Ayin, beit, mem is a mnemonic consisting of the first letter of Atzeret, the middle letter of Shabbat and the
final letter of Purim. Rabbi Elazar said: All agree with regard to Atzeret, the holiday of Shavuot, that we
require that it be also “for you,” meaning that it is a mitzva to eat, drink, and rejoice on that day. What is the
reason? It is the day on which the Torah was given, and one must celebrate the fact that the Torah was given
to the Jewish people. Rabba said: All agree with regard to Shabbat that we require that it be also “for you.”
What is the reason? Because the verse states: “If you proclaim Shabbat a delight, the sacred day of God
honored” (Isaiah 58:13). Rav Yosef said: All agree with regard to Purim that we require that it be also “for
you.” What is the reason? Because it is written: “To observe them as days of feasting and gladness” (Esther
9:22).

The Gemara relates: Mar, son of Ravina, would spend the entire year fasting during the day and eating only
sparsely at night, except for Shavuot, Purim, and the eve of Yom Kippur. He made these exceptions for the
following reasons: Shavuot because it is the day on which the Torah was given and there is a mitzva to
demonstrate one’s joy on that day; Purim because “days of feasting and gladness” is written about it; the eve



of Yom Kippur, as Hiyya bar Rav of Difti taught: “And you shall afflict your souls on the ninth day of the
month in the evening, from evening to evening you shall keep your Sabbath” (Leviticus 23:32). But does one
fast on the ninth of Tishrei? Doesn’t one fast on the tenth of Tishrei? Rather, this comes to tell you: One who
eats and drinks on the ninth, the verse ascribes him credit as if he fasted on both the ninth and the tenth of
Tishrei.

The Gemara relates that Rav Yosef, on the day of Shavuot, would say: Prepare me a choice third-born calf.
He said: If not for this day on which the Torah was given that caused the Jewish people to have the Torah,
how many Yosefs would there be in the market? It is only due to the importance of Torah study that | have
become a leader of the Jewish people, and | therefore have a special obligation to rejoice on this day

22 PI0D ¥ PP NeN .8
iy avh PaNw Rt YA oy 19T W WIRm opaive DRma o3 Wi oo
;2vIIARY NIInmY WP wHN Dian mivwiey aankn maws Y anix nipys

29999 /7 127,297 NTIVO 21T FIXTIN RIS 2D TR NMIDRT 21 MK T I L9
{.(P"50 °277n) DRXT NOX A7Y0 5(7IV) BB NTPRI NIATTY 71X T} ()
nEp 7277 ek aYs 03 oipn 22m1 naa) Lin2in o7 Ry XY La9%a AaRpyvw 0079 nTvn
{.(a7n N2Wn) TTYeR
SPRT DORIN W) T} 2T TINRR 1T MW P2 YT KDT TV XI5 niead v 201 (2)
TRT MW TR YTV PR W TR 10 (12 79) TR 0P Apyny Kp8 T2 92 12007 T3
,0°702 NIYNAY PRY.0MY? 127 W 72720, 0°YmRD TR 12723 10X .(27°00) 3770 1137
,0°73932 210 O1°) NAY 732 WAD7 MY W V7PN 19°0) N7OPN 12°0 2°Y7 1YY L0100 nhvp 1250
2Y% 710 2mna? Pagiay i X9),(003min) 02 N 1203 n7vea 29 ;2173 o¥n 72 avnn
;(2°3710) NV 7122 DIWn ,NO0WR ATYRT WYY WY 02 00739 DWWl 70 907 I ATYeT W)
,0°7392 D3IV 29K7 DORY WY 2 RIR W L(77N) 72 MIYT 000w TnR Anivy? axing om

01 ,ATYRT MY DIP A7IR2 LYK POY? 210 (12 93) 2232 1M NNIT IRV DIYH? 121
TRYn 20m) .(270n) A7IR 9T L,A7IR ) (v L, anoR) amaty 7R a0 07 1272
NORW 137 1720 DR TN P90 ORT 21X W) 333 121 ,(2735330) 170) 77,000 "W NP i)
{-PP 1117202 PV (7P 1°0 77N) ORWER MLD .08
P WK NI mIRweY MRIY ,2990R Y% DY N atrs nim opw iaan® mheh 2o (7). ..
oy 700,17 1R OX) e avwa? nheb 7397 B9 70N wRY ninp vnw (32 1 B0, INOK)
3,1 INOR) 1YY UK Nin oivwm o2pY 072 ,inTwo 12 0Riw an L, inTve a1 n?iv arLinan
Y7 NI oRiY oRY (AT PO WK °12TR) 12722 XYY oiva nimp mhwh wh ) (300
TWRY SUPRD NI nivwnI 00PaARY niapna n2n awR) LRy 19 Doin i ,0%22% 03It iR XM
22N, TUATR PRR T NI AIPRY WY WK K22 XY, 7973 XD 93K SUPRD UOK) ,AWR? mawn
{.wn? PR 01P°2K7 niinng

LRI 291D MR PT ITATRIT TINN T 29D 9AR MR 2% MK Y .10

299%0 "7 M

... .2y "y niinn snw ninob 1R% 078 92 200
A% 107 MY 0ipny ;T 2vani1 B 970 vwhisw v B RHN 2318 NivRa 2pTRTR PR (1)
.o°ni1 oMYy



1731 1 pmp - 20 - 2% nan ap0.11
:0°79377 2 WY XIp1 2207 221pn2 v 70
TOWD >TY927 50 ,2IMIDDT 217 AW Y NRMIPAR 2''9710 20PN 2TRIN TI0 IR MWK I (1
D937 0 aW DY 22D 113107 19 DY NUWOHNR I TVT A1°27 93V 712 2010 00 N1 000127 YW
55 TUTITR YVARW 1A STI0AT TID QAWM YWD IDT I 5INN NN 93 TN T LY 1927 70
27 WR QYD AN L2012 DY AN ST 773925 10T 2WRMT 21921 R 702 100 vt u''n
S7T2927 17971 TI0 29D 2 AR DY 2D 77100 10 DY AR a%Ya 77N IR 210 an
2% 772927 171 TI0 2V 21 7T SRR TN T MR L TIR 007 2070 0AKRNa IR0 1)
PP9I5N YOR PN L7027 0" 0™ T AR AT AN T AR AW 0D, YT MR 1Y e
MO VT2 2™MAT PV '2 2wRT DY 29I Nmawn 21902 BRI 22 19T 29N Wt 70 2
SRV MRAT IR TI02 VIR
SN NRAR AWM 22 V' IR noN ayy
TR 02 IRD 77N 1D O 9V 199012 0023w T9RT 07190 010 N1 PR 11 N0w 19 00 73 (7
D aNW 7Y% AR 207197 00 NIYCARY 1w ave 119 AR 7 AYEAN ,PnNIn XX UAT OYR
g=)le
1619 :"2"™5R M9»p" 7501 1D RNMIYN2 23097 RI927 92 02 w'na
RNPIYN2 220 RNW 7399197 RI%297 73°72 0 ¥ 179°0WD TIN?NT 9MOM7 70377 73001 732 90 1900 (0
IPNR 99779 RIPOYA 2219 770 12 FINIW 2 NIRY AR D197 RN OLYMY KOO RNIXYA 72
21D 2IMNIDT WO QN 2N TN IR 2 93,191 2NOTA RO 927 ROINT MDIT KNP YN
TRO2Y 577N N 77T ININM QP2 VAR 1D 2YNDDT 217, WIWDD NIRY L,ITN NN 2 NP
D IIMRTD 2OMIDT M L,MINIAR MIMD AN 1R 77N NN 21 RIPI MDD 2P aw ''wm
297D ,577I0 12 STANIR 21 NNRY LIOR 2% TR 92% RNGIYN2 K127 57902 % 2903 12900
DYV AR 9D TIPNT DR NRYID NIND AT KDY RAPORR Y90 191 IPNR 90 Rpn
R® 7702 TR RAPOYR IPNR 990 RDT NURY PIDRY L,MNRRD RYTIAT 9IWRY 700 nhap
977 7120 V1AW ROR ,1AIPR WIRIAW 1D TN IR 252YPTA 29110257 212 DOR NI
,N1NTY Wian 210 2190 DIRWY R 11110 PIR 2000 MIPIM 29K 009 1731 QW WK 910 17 Tavn
O 77 A0 7R 0% 22777 2007 MR 7123 20 213 MIRYY 177 NINRAW IWOR 3 OV
I2I0°2 DY 221171 12 ARW 2°7192 77N TIR092 PIna L 2w

7 P05 R 27D INBN.12
TWRITYOR Ti¥72 NIRY? 03 2070 DY, 7950 TR 119707 SAR PR NI A (M)

2 P12 ©° PAp (190 nwap) nmaw.13
IVIT T3 ONWY BWTION 13763 WAL OP0 1RTH NN D79 3yon

2 P12 ¥ P1D (1IN0 NwAp) nnw v''wn 14
:NPYMR NINIYIN2 NPT 92 IRW 2R 70N 222 TR UORD - ORI DW )

7 7D noIyn noon mwn.ds
0i°2 AR 9 TEYY nNuYa Th0Y T9n3 19°% nia arR ARy (0 0rwn ) iR XTI
MY L WIpng N3 12 01,120 nonly oy .ain e i L ingng oiba Lia% nont oy inipn
AR AR 17003

2 7YY 15 17 NIyn noon v"'w.16
JIART MM 12 1NN 20D 2 - 0N NN T



1IN 3250 299357 21 MST 2% AR T w17
0°9°Y0 '7 127 ,7992 27° 272 1127 27N oI
PN ,0°7272 RPN 10237 KD 199K 5130902 TV 19 0973937 01 PR 11202 7N 1A ninay (X)
LOWIR TWOY Y N ovs 9223 ,nwhY 1w ays 990 Tig? ,n2iUR02 000 K oX) ;i0n?
22TVp) TR MR WRAY " °197 79 0K x> 3n} 17 pIpT 0% 00y AYtwR 0380 1N oK)
IR Y XD Dning) a0 7Y 0y n3 2 9200 100% L1201 X7 ar) {5(2"00) ’nivT
PR LYY O 1LY RORIT oK) (X107 Xn3) ann wWpana naivh nony X2 ax L(%"an) Phndn
{.(1"1 1WA NioYan 2D A" 2RI 270) 19 DRk Ty

N TIAY IO N7 N2 nO%R 922 7N, 18
M2 P19°1) 01T 0207 02 LA Xy RRY AN Y0 M LYK 2702 KNP M2 M) 02 KT U

AR
It is related that when Rabbi Zeira had a complaint against a person who insulted him, he would pace back
and forth before him and present himself, so that the person could come and appease him. Rabbi Zeira made
himself available so that it would be easy for the other person to apologize to him.
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It is further related that Rav had a complaint against a certain butcher who insulted him. The butcher did not
come before him to apologize. On Yom Kippur eve, Rav said: I will go and appease him. He met his student
Rav Huna,who said to him: Where is my Master going? He said to him: | am going to appease so-and-so. Rav
Huna called Rav by his name and said: Abba is going to kill a person, for surely that person’s end will not be
good. Rav went and stood by him. He found the butcher sitting and splitting the head of an animal. The
butcher raised his eyes and saw him. He said to him: Are you Abba? Go, | have nothing to say to you. While
he was splitting the head, one of the bones of the head flew out and struck him in the throat and killed him,
thereby fulfilling Rav Huna'’s prediction.
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Talmud - Megilah 7b -Raba said: It is the duty of a man to mellow himself [with
wine] on Purim until he cannot tell the difference between cursed be Haman’ and
‘blessed be Mordichai’. Rabbah and R. Zera joined together in a Purim feast. They
became mellow, and Rabbah arose and cut R. Zera's throat. On the next day he
prayed on his behalf and revived him. Next year he said, Will your honor come and
we will have the Purim feast together. He replied: A miracle does not take place on
every occasion.
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