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Rav Asi says: Three hundred thousand men with drawn swords entered the King’s Mountain and massacred for three days

and three nights. And at the same time on the other side of the mountain, weddings and other festivities continued to be
celebrated, and they did not know about each other.
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Rabbi Akiva became betrothed to the daughter of bar Kalba Savua. Bar Kalba Savua heard and took a vow prohibiting
her from eating all of his property. Despite this, she went ahead and married him. In the winter they would sleep in a
storehouse of straw, and Rabbi Akiva would gather strands of straw from her hair. He said to her: If I had the means |
would place on your head a Jerusalem of Gold. Elijah came and appeared to them as a regular person and started calling
and knocking on the door. He said to them: Give me a bit of straw, as my wife gave birth and | do not have anything on

which to lay her. Rabbi Akiva said to his wife: See this man, who does not even have straw.
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Elie Wiesel: Messengers of God p73 - Why was the most tragic of our ancestors names Isaac, a name which evokes and
signifies laughter? Here is why. As the first survivor, he had to teach us, the future survivors of Jewish history, that it is
possible to suffer and despair an entire lifetime and still not give up the art of laughter. Isaac, of course, never freed himself
from the traumatising scenes that violated his youth; the holocaust had marked him and continued to haunt him forever.
Yet he remained capable of laughter. And in spite of everything, he did laugh.
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