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Studying the thought Rav Kook ל״צז  
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Ben Tzipora Malka and Shayndel bat Rachel 

 and in honor of the engagement of their grandson Zechariah Rosenthal to Elyanna Saperstein of 
Passaic 

 

Nationalism 
1. Encyclopedia Britannica – ‘Nationalism’ 

As political allegiance, before the age of 
nationalism, was not determined by nationality, so 
civilization was not thought of as nationally 
determined. During the Middle Ages, civilization 
was looked upon as determined religiously; for all 
the different nationalities of Christendom as well as 
for those of Islam, there was but one civilization—
Christian or Muslim—and but one language of 
culture—Latin (or Greek) or Arabic (or Persian). 
Later, in the periods of the Renaissance and 
of Classicism, it was the ancient Greek and Roman 
civilizations that became a universal norm, valid for 
all peoples and all times. Still later, French 
civilization was accepted throughout Europe as the 
valid civilization for educated people of all nationalities. It was only at the end of the 18th century 
that, for the first time, civilization was considered to be determined by nationality. It was then that 
the principle was put forward that people could be educated only in their own mother tongue, not in 
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languages of other civilizations and other times, whether they were classical languages or the literary 
creations of other peoples who had reached a high degree of civilization. 
 
Rav Shimshon Rephael Hirsch1 

2. Breuer, Hirsch and Jewish Nationalism: Change and Continuity - Principle versus Supra-
Principle, October 2013, Benjamin Brown, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
 

 
 
 
 

 
1 Samson Raphael Hirsch was a German Orthodox rabbi best known as the intellectual founder of 
the Torah im Derech Eretz school of contemporary Orthodox Judaism. Wikipedia 
Born: June 20, 1808, Hamburg, Germany 
Died: December 31, 1888, Frankfurt, Germany 
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The Malbim2 

3. Future Tense, pages 26-27 

 

  
 
 

 
2 Meir Leibush ben Yehiel Michel Wisser, better known as the Malbim, was a rabbi, master of Hebrew 
grammar, and Bible commentator. The name Malbim was derived from the Hebrew initials of his 
name. He used this acronym as his surname in all his published works, and became known by it in 
common usage. Wikipedia 
Born: March 7, 1809, Volochys'k, Ukraine 
Died: September 18, 1879, Kyiv, Ukraine 
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4. Malbim, introduction to Bamidbar 
 
5. MALBIM, MEIR 
LOEB BEN JEHIEL 
MICHAEL WEISSER, 
Encylopedia.com   
In Bucharest, Malbim 
set 

new kashrut standards, imposed restrictions on 
the kosher butchers, constructed a new eruv, 
personally supervised the educational 
institutions in town and began to attract large 
crowds to his sermons. All of these activities, 
combined with his insistence that his 
congregants become more observant, resulted 
in friction between Malbim and the enlightened 
intellectuals in the Jewish community, who 
were actually wealthy, foreign nationals. When 
Malbim objected to the building of a new 
modern synagogue, the Choral Temple, 
because it would include an organ and choir 
like the Reform synagogues in Western 
Europe, his opponents complained to the 
authorities, claiming falsely that Malbim was 
preaching against Christianity. In 1860, he 
published the first volume of his commentary on 
the Pentateuch – on Leviticus. In the 
introduction he wrote a scathing attack 
against Reform Judaism. His son, Aaron, 
passed away in 1862. This personal tragedy 
had a severe effect on Malbim. At the same 
time, his rapidly deteriorating relations with the 
enlightened members of his community made 

his position precarious. Because of Malbim's uncompromising stand against Reform, 
disputes broke out between him and the communal leaders of the town, leading to his 
imprisonment. On Friday, March 18, 1864, Malbim was arrested and jailed. He was 
freed only on the intervention of Sir Moses *Montefiore and on condition that he leave 
Romania and not return. Upon release, he was placed in a boat sailing down the 
Danube River. He was put ashore at the Bulgarian border town of Ruschuk. M. Rosen 
has published various documents which disclose the false accusations and calumnies 
Malbim's Jewish-assimilationist enemies wrote against him to the Romanian 
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government. They accused him of disloyalty and of impeding social assimilation 
between Jews and non-Jews by insisting on adherence to the dietary laws, and said, 
"this rabbi by his conduct and prohibitions wishes to impede our progress." As a result 
of this the prime minister of Romania issued a proclamation against the "ignorant and 
insolent" rabbi for his effrontery in "publishing libelous letters against those eating meat 
from any butcher shop and he has preached against the idea of progress and freedom." 
In consequence the minister refused to grant rights to the Jews of Bucharest, on the 
grounds that the rabbi of the community was "the sworn enemy of progress" (from the 
official newspaper Moniturul March 6, 1864). Determined to refute the false accusations 
made against him, Malbim went to Constantinople to lodge a complaint against the 
Romanian government, which was then under Turkish domination. Following the 
rejection of his appeal and his failure to obtain the help of the Alliance Israélite 
Universelle (in transmitting a memorandum written in 1864 in Paris in which Malbim, 
with the help of Adolphe Crémieux, addressed himself to the Romanian ruler, stressing 
his patriotism), he was compelled to leave Romania (1864). During his wanderings in 
the following years he suffered persecution and calumny. He served as rabbi 
intermittently in Leczyca, Kherson (1869–70), Lunshitz (1870–71), and Mogilev (1872–
75), and wherever he went he was persecuted by the assimilationists, the maskilim, and 
the Ḥasidim. The maskilim accused him of being an extremist and a rebel against the 
enlightenment. He was invited to Mainz, and on his way stopped at Koenigsberg, where 
he remained for about four years (1875–79). In 1879 he received an invitation from 
Kremenchug, Poltava oblast, to serve as its rabbi, but died in Kiev on his way there. 
 
 
Rav Elchonon Wasserman3 

6. Ikvesa Demeshicha, Reb Elchonon Wasserman 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3 Elchonon Bunim Wasserman was a prominent rabbi and rosh yeshiva in prewar Europe. He was 
one of the closest students of Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan and a noted Talmid Chacham. In the 
interwar period, he served as rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Ohel Torah-Baranovich. Wikipedia 
Born: 1874, Biržai, Lithuania 
Died: July 6, 1941, 7th Fort of the Kaunas Fortress, Kaunas, Lithuania 
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7. TB, Brachos 13a 

What is the meaning of changing Abram’s name to 
Abraham? As it is stated: “Abram is Abraham” (I 
Chronicles 1:27).  

The Gemara explains: Initially he became a father, a 
minister, and prominent person, only to Aram, so he was 
called Abram, father [av] of Aram, and ultimately with 
God’s blessing he became the father of the entire 
world, so he was called Abraham, father of the masses 
[av hamon], as it is stated: “I have made you the father of a 
multitude of nations” (Genesis 17:5).  Similarly, what is 
the meaning of changing Sarai’s name to Sarah? The 
same concept applies to Sarai as to Abram: Sarai is 
Sarah.” The Gemara explains: Initially she was a 
princess only to her nation: My princess [Sarai], but 
ultimately she became Sarah, a general term indicating 
that she was princess for the entire world.  Also, with 
regard to Abraham’s name, bar Kappara taught: 
Anyone who calls Abraham Abram transgresses a 
positive mitzva, as it is stated: “And your name will 
be Abraham” (Genesis 17:5). This is a positive mitzva to 
refer to him as Abraham. Rabbi Eliezer says: One who 
calls Abraham Abram transgresses a negative mitzva, 
as it is stated: “And your name shall no longer be 
called Abram, and your name will be Abraham, for I 
have made you the father of a multitude of nations” 
(Genesis 17:5).  

The Gemara asks: But if we consider these obligatory 
statements, then from here we must infer that one who calls Sarah Sarai also transgresses a positive or negative 
mitzva.  

The Gemara answers: There in the case of Sarah, it is not a general mitzva, rather the Holy One, Blessed be He, 
said to Abraham alone: “And God said to Abraham, your wife Sarai, you shall not call her name Sarai; 
rather, Sarah is her name” (Genesis 17:15). In contrast, this is stated regarding Abraham in general terms: “Your 
name shall no longer be called Abram.”  Again, the Gemara asks: But if that is so, one who calls Jacob Jacob, 
about whom it is written: “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel” (Genesis 32:29), also transgresses a 
mitzva.  The Gemara answers: It is different there, as the verse reverts back and God Himself refers to Jacob 
as Jacob, as it is written before his descent to Egypt: “And God said to Israel in the visions of the night, and 
said, Jacob, Jacob, and he said, ‘Here I am’” (Genesis 46:2).  

Rabbi Yosei bar Avin, and some say Rabbi Yosei bar Zevida, raised an objection to the statements of bar 
Kappara and Rabbi Eliezer based on what is said in the recounting of the history of the Jewish people: “You are 
the Lord, God, Who chose Abram and took him out of Ur Kasdim and made his name Abraham” (Nehemiah 
9:7). Here the Bible refers to him as Abram.  The Gemara responds: There, the prophet is recounting God’s 
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praises, including that which was the situation originally, before his name was changed to Abraham. Indeed, the 
verse continues: “You took him out of Ur Kasdim and made his name Abraham, and found his heart faithful 
before You and made a covenant with him to give him the land of Canaan…to give to his descendants, and You 
fulfilled Your words for You are righteous” (Nehemiah 9:7–8).  

Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook4 
8. Ein Aya, Brachos 13a, Rav Kook 

 

  
 

 

 

 
4 Abraham Isaac Kook, also known by the acronym ה״יארה , was an Orthodox rabbi, and the first 
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of British Mandatory Palestine in the Land of Israel. He is considered to be 
one of the fathers of religious Zionism, and is known for founding the Mercaz HaRav 
Yeshiva. Wikipedia 
Born: September 7, 1865, Grīva 
Died: September 1, 1935, Jerusalem 
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