The Case-of the Greedy
Servant and the Floating-Ax

Miracles of Elisha 4
Geichazi’s Plan and his Punishment (5:20-27)
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24 And when he came to the hill, he took them from their
hand, and deposited them in the house; and he let the
men go, and they departed.
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25 But he went in, and stood before his master. And
Elisha said unto him: "Whence comest thou, Gehazi?' And
he said: "Thy servant went no whither.’
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26 And he said unto him: 'Went not my heart [with thee],
when the man turned back from his chariot to meet thee?
Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and
oliveyards and vineyards, and sheep and oxen, and men-
servants and maid-servants?
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27 The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto
thee, and unto thy seed for ever.' And he went out from
his presence a leper as white as snow.




What is Geichazi up to?
1. Malbim 5:20
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What is Elisha really saying in the rebuke?
2. Ralbag 5:25
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Why Tzaraas?
3. TB Erchin 16a
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§ Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani says that Rabbi Yohanan says: Leprous marks come and
afflict a person for seven sinful matters: For malicious speech, for bloodshed, for an oath
taken in vain, for forbidden sexual relations, for arrogance, for theft, and for stinginess.
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The Gemara explains the source for the claim that each of these seven sins is punishable with
leprosy. For malicious speech one is punished, as it is written: “Whoever defames his
neighbor in secret, | will destroy him; whoever is haughty of eye and proud of heart, | will not
suffer him” (Psalms 101:5). The Gemara explained above (15b) that this is referring to leprosy.
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For bloodshed, as it is written about Joab, as punishment for murdering Abner: “And let there
not fail from the house of Joab a zav, or a leper, or that leans on a staff, or that falls by the
sword, or that lacks bread” (Il Samuel 3:29).
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And for an oath taken in vain, as it is written: “And Naaman said: Be content [ho’el], take
two talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of
garment, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bore them before him” (Il Kings 5:23).
The Sages maintain that the term ho’el indicates an oath, and that Naaman requested of Gehazi,
to whom this was stated, to take an oath that Elisha had sent him to accept gifts, which Elisha had
not done, and Gehazi took the oath. When Elisha found out what Gehazi had done he cursed him,
and so it is written: “The leprosy of Naaman shall stick to you and to your children forever.
And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow” (Il Kings 5:27).

How were his children affected?
4. Abarbanel, ad loc.
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The Case of the Floating Axe (6:1-7)

RI-MI PWHR-OX ,0°%72370-12 1XM X | | 1 And the sons of the prophets said unto
Aamn '13——?”5‘? DY D°2Y NMIX WK ,Dipnn Elisha: 'Behold now, the place where we
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Why are they leaving?

6. Radak 6:1
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Does it matter who owned the ax?
7. Radak 6:5
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What is the significance of this miracle?
8. Abarbanel 6:2
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Was this natural or supernatural?
9. Ralbag 6:6
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11. Mikdash Melech, page 269
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