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Religious Zionism: What it means and why it matters
Is National Sovereignty in Israel an Obligation? Opfrt
Rabbi Sammy Bergman- sbergman@torontotorah.com
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1. Rabbi Avraham Isaac Kook (20" Century Israel), Light of Rebirth Chapter 18
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Three forces are currently wrestling in our camp, the war between them is most recognizable in the Land of Israel,
but their action is an ongoing action from the life of the nation in general, and whose roots are permanent within
the penetrating awareness of the human spirit. We will be miserable if these three forces, - that must unite , each
one his friend and perfect him, - if we let them scatter, in rebellion against each other, and separate into individual
camps, which stands as an enemy to the other camp. Holiness, the nation, humanity - these are the three main
claims, of which all life, ours and that of every human being, in whatever form, is composed. These are parts of
one unit, even if one part of these occupies a more or less principal place, in some individual or in some group,
but no form of human life can exist which will not consist of the three of them.
And when we review our lives and see that these force, are becoming separate, we are called to come to the rescue.
The basis of separation is in the negative sides that every force sees in its friend, and the negative sides on their
own really do not deserve this name, because in every single force, especially mental, there must be negative
sides, especially in spreading the balance at the expense of other forces. In this there is no distinction between the
sacred and the profane: everything falls under the line of measure and everything needs weight, "even the Holy
Spirit that is ordained over the prophets only rests according to the appropriate measure." But the separation in
the place where one needs to unite leads to the fact that little by little the spirit empties, the positive recognition,
in the special power, at least, of the same personality or group, becomes less and less, because of the growing
restriction in that special power , which isolates by force against the nature of the spirit to be united with other
elements that complement it, and beneath it comes only a negative consciousness to support life, and any
possessor of full special power is only a vigor of fire dedicated to the negation of the other power or others, not
wanting to know them ...
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The three most official factions in the life of the nation here: the Orthodox one, as we are accustomed to, carrying
the flag of sancticy, argues with courage, envy and bitterness, for the Torah and the Mitzvah, the faith and every
holiness in Israel:
the other is the new nationalist, fighting for everything in the midst of much of the pure naturalness of a nation's
inclination, to renew her national life, after long being unknown in the midst of the provocative hand of the bitter
exile, and much of what she wished to know well what she had absorbed in other nations.
The third is the liberal, which has carried the flag of enlightenment in the not-too-distant past and still has a firm
hand in broad circles, it does not convene in the national division and demands the general human content of
enlightenment, culture and morals and more. It goes without saying that in a healthy state these three forces are
needed together, and we should always strive to come to this healthy state, in which these three forces together
will control us in all their fullness and goodness.
Then this recognition will pay off, until it is not enough for everyone to know the positive side, that there is in
every power ... but to go further, until the positive content which is on the negative side of every power and
strength, according to the right measure, is also known well. And kneow that for the benefit of the special power,
which he is more inclined to, he should be influenced in some way also by the denying side, that the other power
denies this lovable power of his ...

2. Bamidbar 33:50-56 (JPS Tanakh 1985)
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In the steppes of Moab, at the Jordan near Jericho, the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the Israelite
people and say to them: When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, you shall dispossess all the inhabitants
of the land; you shall destroy all their figured objects; you shall destroy all their molten images, and you shall
demolish all their cult places. And you shall take possession of the land and settle in it, for | have assigned the
land to you to possess. You shall apportion the land among yourselves by lot, clan by clan: with larger groups
increase the share, with smaller groups reduce the share. Wherever the lot falls for anyone, that shall be his. You
shall have your portions according to your ancestral tribes. But if you do not dispossess the inhabitants of the
land, those whom you allow to remain shall be stings in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall harass
you in the land in which you live; so that | will do to you what | planned to do to them.

3. Rashi (11" century France) on Bamidbar 33:53 (tr. M. Rosenbaum, A.M Silbermann)
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vara nx anwnm (lit., ye shall drive out the land) — this means: and you shall dispossess it of its inhabitants,
and then, 72 oanaw» YOU WILL DWELL IN IT — i.e., you will be able to remain in it, but if not, you will not
be able to remain in it.

4. Ramban (13" century Spain) ibid. (tr. Charles B. Chavel)
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AND YE SHALL DRIVE OUT THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND, AND DWELL THEREIN; FOR UNTO
YOU HAVE | GIVEN THE LAND TO POSSESS IT. In my opinion this is a positive commandment,. in which
He is commanding them to dwell in the Land and inherit it, because He has given it to them and they should not
reject the inheritance of the Eternal.?®l Samuel 26:19. Thus if the thought occurs to them to go and conquer the
land of Shinar or the land of Assyria or any other country and to settle therein, they are [thereby] transgressing
the commandment of G-d. And that which our Rabbis have emphasized, the significance of the commandment of
settling in the Land of Israel, and that it is forbidden to leave it [except for certain specified reasons], and [the
fact] that they consider a woman who does not want to emigrate with her husband to live in the Land of Israel as
a “rebellious [wife],” “If she wants to emigrate [to the Land of Israel] and he refuses, he may be forced to go
there, and if he still refuses, he must divorce her and give her the kethubah (ibid.). — the source of all these
statements is here [in this verse] where we have been given this commandment, for this verse constitutes a positive
commandment. This commandment He repeats in many places, such as Go in and possess the
Land.?®®Deuteronomy 1:8.. Rashi, however, explained: “And ye shall drive out the inhabitants of the Land — [if]
you dispossess it of its inhabitants, then ye will be able to dwell therein, and to remain there, but if not, you will
not be able to remain in it.” But our interpretation [of the verse] is the principal one.

5. Ramban, Objections to Sefer HaMitzvot, Positive Commandments Omitted by Rambam, Mitzvah 5
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We have been commanded to conquer the land, Hashem has given to our forefather Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
and not leaven in the hands of another nation, or leave it desolate, as He says (Bamidbar 33) “You shall conquer
the land and settle it for | have assigned the land to you to possess it. And You shall inherit the land I have sworn
to your forefathers
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Don’t be mistaken and say that this commandment is the same as fighting the seven nations whom we need to
eradicate... This is not so, for we have been commanded to kill these nations when they fight us, or if they want
to make peace, we will make peace and leave them with certain known conditions. But we can never leave the
land in their hands, or in any other nations hand in any generations. Similarly, if the nations run away from us
and leave...we are commanded to go to the land and conquer the cities and settle our people there. Similarly after
we cut off the nations, if our people want to leave and conquer another Shinar, or Assyria or another place, they
are not allowed to do so for we have been commanded in it’s conquest and settlement. ..
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I say that this is why the Sages exaggerated about it- the mitvah of living in the land of Israel, such that they said
in Ketubot 100b, anyone who leaves it and lives outside the land should be in your eyes as someone who worships
idolatry...and other hyberboly. If so it is eternally binding which obligates each person in it even during the time
of the exile, as is known throughout the Talmud.



6. Talmud, Bava Kamma 80b (William Davidson Edition)
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And with regard to one who purchases a house in Eretz Yisrael, one writes a bill of sale for this transaction

even on Shabbat. The Gemara asks: Can it enter your mind that one may write this bill of sale on Shabbat?

Writing on Shabbat is a prohibited labor for which one is liable to receive the death penalty.

The Gemara explains: Rather, this is as Rava said there, with regard to a similar issue, that one tells a gentile
to do it, and he does so. Here, too, it is referring to a situation where he tells a gentile to write a bill of sale for
the house, and he does it. And even though telling a gentile to perform an action that is prohibited for a Jew on
Shabbat is generally a violation of a rabbinic decree, as the Sages prohibited telling a gentile to perform
prohibited labor on behalf of a Jew on Shabbat, here the Sages did not impose this decree, due to the mitzva of
settling Eretz Yisrael.

7. Rabbi Yom Tov ben Avraham (14t century Spain), Ritva on Rosh Hashana 32b
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Not all mitzvot allow rabbinic violations of Shabbat. Only “settling the land of Israel, which isn’t a temporary

mitzvah but lasts forever, and helps all of Israel that the holy land shouldn’t be sunk in that hands of the

uncircumcised.

8. Rabbi Isaac son of Sheshet (14™ century Spain), Responsa of Rivash 101
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Acquiring land from a gentiles is a greater mitzvah than ascending to the land. For immigrating is only a temporary
mitzvah, and only for himself and we will not allow any Shabbat violations for it. But settling the land is an eternal
mitzvah and helps all of Israel, that the land of Israel should not be sunk in the hands of the impure.
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There are 3 things 1) Living in Israel is the commandment itself and it has two causes. The same is so regarding
ascending to the land and developing the land. The mitzvah itself is so live in the land. Ascending precedes this
for someone who lives outside the land must ascend before living there. Developing the land by planting gardens
and orchards and buying houses which allow for living, but aren’t living itself. Therefore “Yishuv” (development
isn’t the same as “Yeshivah (living).

9. Rabbi Shlomo ben Shimon Duran (15" century Algeria), Reponsa of Rashbash 2
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However this commandment is no longer applicable to the Jews as a nations during this exile. Rather it is withheld

from us as the Sages write in Ketubot and is one of the oaths Hashem made us take, not to rush the time, and not



to ascend by force. See the children of Ephraim, what happened to them when they hurried the time. However, it
is a mitzvah upon every person to ascend to live there, but there are factors which hold people back such that they
are not obligated...

10. Rambam (12t century Egypt), Laws of Shabbat 6:11 (tr. Rabbi Francis Nataf)
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It is permissible for one who buys a house in the Land of Israel from a gentile to say to the gentile to write him a
deed on Shabbat. For speaking to a gentile [to do forbidden work] is [only] forbidden from the words [of the
Rabbis]; and they did not decree it in this matter, on account of the settlement of the Land of Israel. Likewise,
one who buys a house in Syria from one of them — as Syria is like the Land of Israel regarding this matter.

11. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16™ Century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Laws of Shabbat 306:11 (tr. Sefaria)
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It is permitted to buy a house in Eretz Yisrael from a non-Jew on Shabbat, and seal, and go to the non-Jewish

courts. Note: in their script, since [writing in] their script is only forbidden rabbinically, and in a case of settling

Eretz Yisrael they did not decree (Or Zarua)

12. Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg (20t Century Israel), Tzitz Eliezer 7:48:12
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Now we come to the main goal of this article: to clarify and prove according to Halacha, that the obligation to
immigrate to Eretz Yisrael and its mitzvah and settlement was not damaged at all with the establishment of the
state and the attainment of sovereignty in a certain part and area. On the contrary: it has grown even more in
value, and every one of the Israelis living in the Diaspora is charged more with fulfilling its obligation. And to
disprove the mistake who associate the commandment of aliyah with the attainment of sovereignty over the land
and think from it an opinion - erroneous, that it was mainly operative before the establishment of the state to
increase the Jewish population and reach most residents and thereby gain ownership and because we have already
reached the desired goal to live as an independent people, even in part of it, we were much relieved of the duty of
aliyah and its commandment. For as we will show the commandment of aliyah is not at all connected with the
attainment of other goals, but is quite independent and is a goal in itself...
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The mitzvah of aliyah and settiment in Israel is divided into two: (a) A general mitzvah, a general obligation on
the people of Israel to come and settle in the land, to constitute a holy people, in which congregation in the country
is called a true congregation (B) A private mitzvah, a private duty on every person from Israel wherever he is to
rise to ascend to Zion and settle in it it. ...
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The obligation to immigrate and settle is not conditional on obtaining sovereignty in the country. There are those
who think that since the part we have already conquered, was immediately taken out gentile control and is in our
sole possession, there is no longer an obligation to immigrate and settle in it, since in between it is already under
our feet. But they are greatly mistaken, because the commandment of aliyah to hold on to the land has no contact
at all with the commandments of conquering and are two separate commandments, and just as we were
commanded in the Torah about conquering, so we were especially commanded to settle the land. As it writes in
Parsha Maasei, you shall conquer the land ans settle it, meaning first you shall conquer the land, forcing it from
the gentiles in front of us, and leaving the land in their hand, and then there is a commandment of settling the
land, to no leave it desolate, but to settle every corner and edge, such that not part of it is desolate without
inhabitants as the Rambam explains there...
13. Rabbi Eliezer Melamed (Modern Day Israel), Peninei Halakhah, The Nation and the Land Chapter 3:5
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On the fifth day of lyar, 5708, in the quorum we count from the creation of the world, at the time of the declaration
of the state, the people of Israel merited after two thousand years of exile to keep the commandment to settle the
land. For at the time of the declaration of the state, Israeli sovereignty was applied to parts of the Land of Israel,
and thus we began to observe the mitzvah that the land would be in our hands and not in the hands of another
nation. Even though even before the establishment of the state, every Jew living in the land, there is a personal
mitzvah of yeshiva in the land. However, we had not yet fulfilled the essence of the mitzvah, which is the general
mitzvah, that the land will be in our hands and not in the hands of another nation. Even in the times when many
Jews lived in the land, as long as the land was under foreign rule, the general mitzvah - we were not allowed to
observe.
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And we also find that the sages instituted, that anyone who sees the cities of Judah in their destruction, will say:
"The cities of your sanctuary were desolate™ and tear his garment. The rule is that even if most of the inhabitants
of those cities are Jews, as long as the government is in the hands of Gentiles, they are considered desolate, and
one tear at their vision. And if they were under the sovereignty of Israel, even if most of their inhabitants are
Gentiles, they are not considered desolate, and one does not tear at their sight. This is what the late Rabbi Zvi
Yehuda HaCohen Kook taught, that on Independence Day we were privileged to observe the commandment to
return to the land. And once at the Independence Day party at the Merkaz Harav yeshiva, one of the great rabbis
demanded that the establishment of the state be of great value, that since its establishment the yeshivot multiplied,
and that it is easier for Torah observant to observe mitzvot. And our teacher and rabbi, Rabbi Zvi Yehuda Kook,
took the trouble to further emphasize that the very establishment of the state is the great thing, which is itself the



observance of one of the great commandments in the Torah. And from this there will surely be more mitzvot...Not
only that, but the establishment of the state and the flowering of the wilderness is a significant stage in the
redemption of Israel ...)
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For many generations because of the compulsion, we could not keep the mitzvah, because we did not have an
army and weapons that would allow us to conquer our country and maintain rule in it. It follows that the
establishment of Israel's military force before the establishment of the state, and its fortification and establishment
in the founding of the IDF, allow us to observe the mitzvah. Therefore, the very existence of the army is a
necessary means of fulfilling the commandment to return to the land, in addition to the commandment to save
Israel from their immediate enemies. And so it will be until corrected days come and Isaiah’s prophecy will be
fulfilled: “In the days to come, The Mount of the LORD’s House Shall stand firm above the mountains And tower
above the hills; And all the nations Shall gaze on it with joy. And the many peoples shall go and say: “Come, Let
us go up to the Mount of the LORD, To the House of the God of Jacob; That He may instruct us in His ways,
And that we may walk in His paths.” For instruction shall come forth from Zion, The word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. Thus He will judge among the nations And arbitrate for the many peoples, And they shall beat their
swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning hooks: Nation shall not take up Sword against nation; They
shall never again know war (Isaiah 2:2-4).
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VWD VT 93,70 2P ARIRAT AN WIIPA IR DRI NP2 AR M2 W PN 0T 501 ,MMT 2w 1Y RIT W0 1°9oN
71°93..."77297 MIN2W MAWOw 70 AR N2W 9702' 211,237 02P% 1971 K201, WP PIR2 WITR OV 11X 1272 7700 AR
TR PUTVR 10w 2N 2R T2TNW CNYT AWRD YRR PIpK 0°27 07 120NN W0 PV 220 NOYNAWT RN 0T DY
QPN 07 12 9V ,A7I0 2127 DY 11280 X977 1720w ,MawT 277 IWOK X 19 OR 221w wHWwL aX1IANT MWY? YORT N272 N0
QORI 027277 2w N 0077 D1 20991 PR 1990 DOTTNM N0 7Y W pATa QW A0 20w DOYITIAWI DaR LWTIPN YIRN
72900 2O9IR3 KW ON2W M2 °H1,K27 0°27 1N IR LD NPT OV DOMI0W ,N127 MR 712 RY1DY 2777 7107°00 L7307
Q2N WHNWA? Q2797 ARY 777 1YY 9D OV 23w 117 W 1918 ,717°22 997 20001 TRY L,ADIRA WA 7310 19020
.27ma 7 MY, 0opInT
The settlement is a matter of generations, and by strengthening the Yishuv and the culture of our brothers the
House of Israel in the Holy Land there will be redemption soon, because it is obvious that redemption depends
on an abundance of our brethren the Holy Nation in the Holy Land, and ultimately we will merit to fulfill
everything. This is akin to: “Desecrate on Shabbat so he will keep many Shabbatot” (Yoma 85b). And because
by the harshness of the Sabbatical year, the matter of the settlement will be delayed, and many will be negligent
in acquiring land, as | know that many say abroad, that since the blessing of the land is not yet evident to make
the grain for the three years then they cannot rest, and when they work they will break the Torah, therefore they
distance themselves from the Torah. But when one announces that according to the measure of distress there are
permissive arguments, and these arguments do not fall far from all the permissive ways of the difficult matters,
such as adhesions and new grain and so on in many rulings, which rely on the opinion of individuals, then many
will come. And according to the multitude of the redeemed who return, the supreme blessing will hasten the
redemption, and we will fulfill everything clearly, in way that we will be paid back for all our pain from that
which we are forced to use these difficult dispensations, and Hashem should answer as graciously...



