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The Book of Esther: Wine, Humour & Mysteries
Introduction & Chapter 1
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(1) In the days of Achashverosh, this is Achashverosh who reigned from India to Ethiopia, over one
hundred and twenty-seven provinces,

(2) in those days, when King Achashverosh sat on his royal throne which was in Shushan the castle [or
the capital],

(3) in the third year of his reign, he made a feast for all his officers and servants, the army of Persia and
Media, the nobles and officers of the provinces being before him,



irakovsky@torontotorah.com n’a

(4) when he displayed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honor of his splendid majesty, for
many days, one hundred and eighty days.

(5) And when these days were complete, the king made a feast for all the people who were present in
Shushan the castle [or the capital], from great to small, seven days, in the courtyard of the garden of the
king's house.

(6) White, fine cotton, and blue, fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rods and marble
pillars; couches of gold and silver upon a floor of alabaster, marble, pearl, and black onyx.

(7) And he gave them to drink in golden vessels, vessels of all different types, and the royal wine was in
abundance, in accord with the king's power.

(8) And the drinking was according to the law; there was no coercion, for so the king had instituted, that
all the officers of his house should do according to every man's desire.

(9) Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house of King Achashverosh.

(10) On the seventh day, when the king's heart was merry with wine, he said to Mehuman, Bizzeta,
Charvona, Bigta, Avagta, Zetar, and Carcas, the seven eunuchs who served King Achashverosh,

(11) to bring Vashti the queen before the king in the royal crown, to show the people and the officers
her beauty, for she was beautiful.

(12) But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's word conveyed by the eunuchs; and the king was
very angry, and his wrath burned within him.

(13) The king said to the wise men who knew the times, for so was the king's custom to consult with all
who knew law and judgment,

(14) and those close to him were Carshena, Shetar, Admata, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memukhan,
the seven officers of Persia and Media, those who saw the king's face and sat first in the kingdom,

(15) "According to law, what shall we do to Queen Vashti, since she has not done the bidding of King
Achashverosh conveyed by the eunuchs?"

(16) Memukhan answered before the king and the officers, "Not against the king alone has Vashti the
gueen sinned, but also against all the officers and all the peoples that are in all the provinces of King
Achashverosh.

(17) For the queen's word will go out to all the women, causing them to view their husbands with
contempt, saying, 'King Achashverosh said to bring Vashti the queen before him, but she did not come.'

(18) And this day, the noble woman of Persia and Media who heard the queen's word will say likewise to
all the king's officers, and there will be more than enough scorn and anger.

(29) If it pleases the king, let a royal edict go forth from him, and let it be written among the laws of
Persia and Media, that it not be revoked, that Vashti not come before King Achashverosh, and that the
king give her royal crown to another that is better than she.

(20) And the king's decree which he shall make, shall be heard throughout his kingdom, though it is vast,
and all the wives will give honor to their husbands, from great to small."

(21) And the words pleased the king and the officers; and the king did according to the word of
Memukhan.

(22) He sent letters to all the king's provinces, to each province according to their writing, and to each
people according to their language, that each man should rule in his own house and speak according to
the language of his people.



Design: Shlomitstudio 0543-171714

irakovsky@torontotorah.com n”a

:Bava Batra 15a | X"V I”bD NAfNA X121 nNaon .1
QNN N2 IRATIWY DY IRPTN! 42N 02T NDJI 'WiN
The members of the Great Assembly wrote the following Yehezkel, Sheneim Asar, Daniel, and Megillat
Ester.
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Just as the dawn is the conclusion of the entire night, so too, Esther was the conclusion of all miracles.
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J. Grossman and Y. Reiss, Megillat Esther with lllustrative Charts and Graphs, (Hebrew), 2002
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Xerxes | (485 - 465 BC)
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Rabbi Levi and the Rabbis, Rabbi Levi said: Ahashverosh is Artahshasta.
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Battle of Thermopylae, (480 BCE), battle in central Greece at the mountain pass of Thermopylae during
the Persian Wars. The Greek forces, mostly Spartan, were led by Leonidas. After three days of holding
their own against the Persian king Xerxes | and his vast southward-advancing army, the Greeks were
betrayed, and the Persians were able to outflank them. Sending the main army in retreat, Leonidas and a
small contingent remained behind to resist the advance and were defeated.

The Battle of Thermopylae’s political origins can be traced back to Xerxes’ predecessor, Darius | (the
Great), who sent heralds to Greek cities in 491 BCE in the hopes of persuading them to accept Persian
authority. This offended the proud Greeks greatly; the Athenians went so far as to toss the Persian
heralds into a pit, while the Spartans followed suit and tossed them into a well. In 480 BCE Xerxes
invaded Greece as a continuation of Darius’s original plan. He began the same way his predecessor had:
he sent heralds to Greek cities—but he skipped over Athens and Sparta because of their previous
responses. Many Greek city-states either joined Xerxes or remained neutral, while Athens and Sparta led
the resistance with a number of other city-states behind them. Before invading, Xerxes implored the
Spartan king Leonidas to surrender his arms. Leonidas famously replied, “Come and take them” (“Molon
labe”). Xerxes intended to do just that and thus moved toward Thermopylae.
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And he made the veil of blue, and purple, and crimson, and fine linen, and wrought cherubim thereon.
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He brought his vessels and the Temple vessels, and they were found to be finer and more beautiful than
his.
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There were four women of extraordinary beauty in the world: Sarah, and Abigail, Rahab, and Esther. And
according to the one who said that Esther was greenish in colour, lacking natural beauty, remove Esther
from the list and insert Vashti in her place.
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Masistes son of Darius, who happened to have been present at the Persian disaster, reviled the admiral
Artayntes very bitterly, telling him (with much beside) that such generalship as his proved him worse
than a woman, and that no punishment was too severe for the harm he had done the king's estate. Now
it is the greatest of all taunts in Persia to be called worse than a woman.
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Rava said: G-d had created a healing for the blow.
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His disciples asked R. Shimon b. Yohai, Why did the enemies of Israel [Jews who misbehaved] in that
generation deserve extermination? He said to them: You answer. They said: Because they enjoyed the
feast of that wicked one [Achashverosh].



TIMELINE

Esther

This is a useful timeline to help us understand the historical
background of the story of Purim.

-997

THE EXILE OF RING
JECONIAH

'He burned the House of the
L-d, the king’s palace, and all
the houses of Jerusalem; he
burned down the house of
every notable person' (Kings
2,25, 9)

-983

CYRUS CYLINDER

The Jews (mostly poor, but

Mordechai with them) who

came from Babylon after

Cyrus' declaration rebuilt
the temple in Jerusalem
(Ezra 3, 10-13)

-485

THE STORY OF
PURIM

The victory of the few Jews
agains the many Greeks,
and the miracle of the
vessel of the oil.

0

The Romans, led by general
Titus, destroyed the second
temple in Jerusalem, and it
was never rebuilt since
then.
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King Jeconiah is exiled from
Jerusalem along with the
elite of the society by
Nebuchadnezzar (Kings 2, 24,
10-17)

-986

THE DESTRUCTION OF
THE FIRST TEMPLE

King Cyrus'policy of the
repatriation of the Jewish
people (Ezra 1, 1-4)

-916

THE SECOND TEMPLE
IS BUILT

Mordechai, Esther and their
story of saving the Jewish
people in Shushan (The Book
of Esther)

-164

THE STORY OF
CHANURAH
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THE DESTRUCTION

OF THE SECOND
TEMPLE
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