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9) Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book XI - William Whiston, A.M., Ed.

[5] This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which Isaiah left behind him of his prophecies;
for this prophet said that God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision: "My will is, that Cyrus, whom
I have appointed to be king over many and great nations, send back my people to their own land, and
build my temple." This was foretold by Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the temple was
demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus read this, and admired the Divine power, an earnest desire and
ambition seized upon him to fulfill what was so written; so he called for the most eminent Jews that
were in Babylon, and said to them, that he gave them leave to go back to their own country, and to
rebuild their city Jerusalem, and the temple of God, for that he would be their assistant, and that he
would write to the rulers and governors that were in the neighborhood of their country of Judea, that
they should contribute to them gold and silver for the building of the temple, and besides that, beasts
for their sacrifices.

10) Purim and the Persian Empire by Yehuda Landy, pp. 5-6

Coresh's capital city was Babylon, from which the Babylonian kings had ruled. The country of
Babylonia was situated between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers and the inhabitants at the time
included various nations who had been exiled there by the Babylonian rulers. According to Ezra 6:1,
the decree permitting the Jews to return to their land was issued in Babylon. Excavations there
uncovered a clay cylinder inscribed in cuneiform script by King Coresh. The inscription tells of
Coresh's greatness and all his activities. Among them he mentioned that he permitted the nations who
originated from the region east of the Tigris River to return to their original home lands and rebuild
their temples that had been lying in ruins, and that he restored their idols (that had been plundered by
the Babylonians).

These three decrees fit with what we know from the Book of Ezra regarding Coresh's actions toward
the Jewish people: He permitted them to return to their homeland; he permitted them to rebuild the
Beis Hamikdash; and he ordered the vessels of the Beis Hamikdash to be restored. The Cyrus Cylinder
shows us that Coresh's permit to rebuild the Beis Hamikdash in Jerusalem was actually part of a
general policy. Why did Coresh mention specifically the nations who came from east of the Tigris?
What about the Jewish people who came from Eretz Yisrael, which is west of the Euphrates River?
The answer is that this favorable time for the Jewish people did not last for long. In Ezra 4 we see that
the neighbors of Judea, mainly the Samaritans, made sure to prevent the building of the Beis
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Hamikdash. They sent letters to the king, warning him that the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash
would lead the Jews to revolt against the Persian king. Coresh quickly rescinded the building permit
shortly after the altar had been built and the foundations of the Beis Hamikdash had been laid. This
situation remained during the reign of Achashverosh. It was only during the reign of his successor,
King Daryavesh, that the Jews were finally permitted to complete the Beis Hamikdash.
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