
wt erp trzg
 (1df - cf euxp uk erp c ohnhv hrcs

«u º,Uf�k �n�k�f �C Æk«ue�r �c�g��H �u x º�r �P�Q�k��n J �r«uF́ Æ �jUÆr�, �t wv rh '́g (v Uv·�h �n �r'h h '́p �C wv�r �c �S ,«u¬k �f'k x º�r �P Q�k´�n ÆJ �r«uÆf�k , À�j �t ,́�b �J 'cU (cf)
,'h º�c «úk�,«u �b �c'k Æh�k�g s ³�e�p�tU �v �u o'h º�n �2 �v he«k3t wv h À'k i �,́�b Æ. �rÆ�t �v ,«u ³f�k �n �n�k�F x À�r �P Q�k´�n |J �r«uF́ r º�n �t�v«F (df) :r �«nt(k c­�T �f 'n �C�o�d �u

:k �g��h �u «u ­N 'g uhe«k3t wv «u ÀN �g�k�F 'n ó �f�c�h �'n v·�sUvh�'C r´�J�t o­'�k �JUrh 'C

 (2t sung uy ;s tr,c tcc ,fxn hkcc sunk,

uk sg ohnhv hrcs ka xjhu urpx c,f trzg

 (3t euxp t erp trzg o"hckn

uhbcku uk uhvhu kcc kt ,hrtav ,t kdhu h"vs ;uxc ohhx [h"vs rpxu urpx c,fa] trzg 'xrp lkn arufk ,jt ,bacu
,tknk v,ca vnav hnh kf vh,u,ca ,t .rtv v,mr sg 'vhnrh hpc wv rcs ,tknk xrp ,ufkn lukn sg ohscgk

wv ung kfc ofc hn sg 'wufu aruf jur ,t wv rhgv vhnrh hpc wv rcs ,ukfk xrp lkn arufk ,jt ,bacu 'vba ohgca
urpx ohhxa ohburjtv oheuxp hbac vz urpx khj,v ifku h"vs rpx rjt c,fb trzg rpxa rtucn 'kghu ung uhvkt

/[t"hrv s"fu] h"vs rpx lanv vza u"huc ,bacu rnt ifk /osuev

 (4t euxp t erp ,una ,arp ,una i"cnr

,t wv rhgv uvhnrh hpc wv rcs ,ukfk xrp lkn arufk ,jt ,bacu ohnhv hrcs ohkava 'trzg rpxu ohnhv hrcs rpxc
uhva tkt 'rupxv rcjk trzg rpx atrc rhzjv obuakc oheuxp hba o,utu 'wudu xrp lkn aruf rnt vf 'wudu aruf jur

/ihbcv ,gn hbav rpxvu ,hcv ihbc osue vhva vnc iuatrv ohkav 'ohrpx hba

 (5c sung sh ;s tr,c tcc ,fxn hkcc sunk,

/ohnhv hrcsu trzg 'r,xt ,khdnu kthbs ',ubheu ohrhav rha ',kve 'hkanu cuhtu 'ohkv, rpxu ,ur :ohcu,f ka irshx

 (6t euxp t erp trzg h"ar

rntba vzk vzn ,cxun vknvu c"cc wupnf kthbs rpx rjt luanu rusx vz rpx rsx - xrp lkn arufk ,jt ,bacu
ohkaurh ,ucrjk ,utknk wcbv vhnrh kt wv rcs vhv rat ohbav rpxn whrpxc h,ubhc kthbs hbt ufknk wt ,bac kthbsc

ktrah ,tyj kg vsuu,v rat uhushu ,tu kcc ,ukd inzu ,hcv icrujc varpv kf ,rpxnu ,fkuv ifu vba ohgca
rjtku rnudu t,ufkn khce vtsn auhrsu rntba hsnv auhrs lkn rmakc drvba rjtka tuv lf vz rpx rsx ,khj,u

ohehuvh vkda ouhn kcc ,ukd ,shepk vba ohgca unkauv ufknk ,jt ,bacu xrp lkn vz aruf lkn auhrs ,,hn
,jt ,bac vba w,utcu h"tk kcc ,ukdn ktrah urzja wudu of,t suept vba wg kcck ,tkn hpk (yf vhnrh) rntba
sug ,ubck tka wftknv kyck vumu xrp lkn arufk ovhkg ubhakv ihnhbcu vsuvh hrmu v"c suxh ktrah usxh arufk
,ufknk oh,a ,ba sg uhrjt lkna auruajtu aruf ,ufkn kf ,hcv ubc tka ohkyc ktrah uhvu asenv ,hc ihbc

okauv rat sg asenv ,hc ,ubck ukhj,v u,ufknk oh,a ,bacu r,xt ic auhrs tuva xrp lkn auruajt ic auhrs
rntba vn ohhek vba j"h uhv uhnhc ,hcv vbcba xrp lkn auruajt ic auhrsk oh,a ,ba sg arufk ,jt ,banu ihbcv

ohkaurh wucrjk ,utknk vba wg unkauv auhrsk oh,a ,bac uhafgu wudu vba wg ohkaurh ,ucrjk ,utknk (y kthbs)
arufk ,jt ,bac uhafgu vba wrag vbna uhv whcv crjba uvhesm ,ukd sg ohehuvh wukdnu uvhesm vkda ,hcv icruj

kcck ,tkn hpk hf (y"f vhnrh) wtba trenv ohhe,b lfcu kcck ktrah ukda ohehuvh ,ukdn vba wg unkauv xrp lkn
uhafg rndb tka hp kg ;t ,hcv ihbc suxh ubcu o,nst kg ktrah urzja wshepv thv uzu rnudu of,t suept vba wg

thva arufk wt vba rjtk vrag vbnau xrp lkn arufk ,jt vba sg ,hcv crjba uvhesm ,ukdn vba c"b vhva tmnb
auhrsk oh,a sg ,hcv crjba uvhesm ,ukdn ohkaurh ,ucrujk vba ohgca unkauv xrp lkn auhrsk oh,a ,ba

:h,rtc ratf vz rpxcu vkhdn ,fxncu okug rsxc jhfun ifu uvurndu ihbcv ,ubck ktrah ukhj,va

 (7z - t euxp vn erp uvhgah jf euxp sn erp uvhgah



 x :s�(x�U 'T k­�fh (v �u vº�b�C 'T ÆoÆ'�k �JUrh'k r ³«nt(k �u o·'k �J�h h­'m �p �j�k�f �u h º'g«r ÆJ �r«uÆf�k r³(n«t �v(t)h 'T �é�z3j �v�r �J�t J �r«uf́�k »«ujh 'J �n'k wv r´�n �t�v«F 
 :Ur�(d �X'h t¬«k oh­'r�g �JU o'h º�,�k �S Æuh�b �p�k �j ³«T �p'k �j·(T �p�t oh­'f�k �n h¬(b �, �nU oº'h«uD Æuh�b �p�k�s �r�k «uÀbh 'nh�'c(c)r·(2�h�t raut oh­'rUs�v�u Q º(k (t Wh́�b �p�k Æh'b�t 

 : �g �(S�d�t k­�z �r �c h¬(jh 'r �cU r º(C �J�t Æv �JUj�b ,«u ³,�k �S(d)­W �n 'J �c t¬(r«uE �v e²�u«e�h h̄ 'b�t�h�'F g À�s (T i �g´�n�k oh·'r �T �x 'n h­(b Un �y �nU Q �J º«j ,«uŕ �m«ut ÆW�k h³'T �,�b �u 
 :k�(t �r �G'h he«k3t(s) :h 'b��T �g �s�h t¬«k �u ­W�B �f�t W º�n �J 'C ÆW�k t³�r �e �t�u h·'rh 'j �C k­(t �r �G'h �u c º«e�g�h h '́S �c �g Æi �gÆ �n�k (v)ohe«k3t ih́ (t h­',�kUz s«u ºg ih́ (t �u wv h³'b�t 

 :h'b��T �g �s�h t¬«k �u ­W �r�Z �t�t(u) :s«u �g ih¬(t �u wv h¬'b�t h·�s�g�k 'C x �p­�t�h 'F v º�c �r�g´�N 'nU ÆJ �nÆ�J�j �r �z 'N 'n U Àg �s(h i �g´�n�k (z)v¬�G«g Q �J º«j t´(r«ucU Ær«ut r¬(m«uh 
x :v�K�(t�k�f v¬�G«g wv h¬'b�t g·�r t (r«ućU o«u­k �J

 (8c euxp t erp trzg h"ar

arufk rnutv (s"n vhgah) rpxc rntba unf ohkaurhc asenv ,hc uk ,ubck thcbv vhgah h"g hkg vum - hkg sep tuvu
vhgah) rnudu ubhnhc h,ezjv rat arufk ujhank wv rnt vf sxu, kfhvu vbc, ohkaurhk rntku ohkah hmpj kfu hgur

 :vhgah h"g uz vtucb vrntb rcfu (v"n

9) Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, Book XI - William Whiston, A.M., Ed.

[5] This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which Isaiah left behind him of his prophecies;

for this prophet said that God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision: "My will is, that Cyrus, whom

I have appointed to be king over many and great nations, send back my people to their own land, and

build my temple." This was foretold by Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the temple was

demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus read this, and admired the Divine power, an earnest desire and

ambition seized upon him to fulfill what was so written; so he called for the most eminent Jews that

were in Babylon, and said to them, that he gave them leave to go back to their own country, and to

rebuild their city Jerusalem, and the temple of God, for that he would be their assistant, and that he

would write to the rulers and governors that were in the neighborhood of their country of Judea, that

they should contribute to them gold and silver for the building of the temple, and besides that, beasts

for their sacrifices.

10) Purim and the Persian Empire by Yehuda Landy, pp. 5-6 

Coresh's capital city was Babylon, from which the Babylonian kings had ruled. The country of

Babylonia was situated between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers and the inhabitants at the time

included various nations who had been exiled there by the Babylonian rulers. According to Ezra 6:1,

the decree permitting the Jews to return to their land was issued in Babylon. Excavations there

uncovered a clay cylinder inscribed in cuneiform script by King Coresh. The inscription tells of

Coresh's greatness and all his activities. Among them he mentioned that he permitted the nations who

originated from the region east of the Tigris River to return to their original home lands and rebuild

their temples that had been lying in ruins, and that he restored their idols (that had been plundered by

the Babylonians).

These three decrees fit with what we know from the Book of Ezra regarding Coresh's actions toward

the Jewish people: He permitted them to return to their homeland; he permitted them to rebuild the

Beis Hamikdash; and he ordered the vessels of the Beis Hamikdash to be restored. The Cyrus Cylinder

shows us that Coresh's permit to rebuild the Beis Hamikdash in Jerusalem was actually part of a

general policy. Why did Coresh mention specifically the nations who came from east of the Tigris?

What about the Jewish people who came from Eretz Yisrael, which is west of the Euphrates River?

The answer is that this favorable time for the Jewish people did not last for long. In Ezra 4 we see that

the neighbors of Judea, mainly the Samaritans, made sure to prevent the building of the Beis
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Hamikdash. They sent letters to the king, warning him that the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash

would lead the Jews to revolt against the Persian king. Coresh quickly rescinded the building permit

shortly after the altar had been built and the foundations of the Beis Hamikdash had been laid. This

situation remained during the reign of Achashverosh. It was only during the reign of his successor,

King Daryavesh, that the Jews were finally permitted to complete the Beis Hamikdash.

 (11cu t sung th ;s vkhdn ,fxn hkcc sunk,

xrp lkn arf rnt vf ch,fs 'aruf tfht tvu / / /rmbsfucbu 'auruajtu 'ctjt :iv uktu 'vphfc ufkn vaka :ibcr ub,
/vhapbc jc,an tes tuv hjuc,at o,v - !wv hk i,b .rtv ,ufknn kf

 (12t sung s ;s ,ufrc ,fxn hkcc sunk,

`vhba vthc uz - ,hbe uz og rcgh sg 'vbuatr vthc uz - wv lng rcgh sg `,hbe uz og rcgh sg wv lng rcgh sg :thb,sf
orda tkt 'iub ic gauvh hnhc ovk vagba lrsf trzg hnhc xb ovk ,uaghk ktrah uhv ohutr :ohnfj urnt itfn

/tyjv

 (13t sung s ;s ,ufrc ,fxn h"ar

shc tuck - xb ovk ,uaghk uhv ohhutr /trzg hnhc kcc ,ukdn ukgaf - vhhba vthc /gauvh hnhc utca - vbuatr vthc
auhrsku auruajtku arufk 'ovk uscg,ab xrp hfkn hnh kfu 'aruf ,uarc tkt ufkv tku - tyjv orda tkt /vnr

/iurjtv

 (14(wu - wh) gauvh cvz ,umcan

hrehgv kgupv vhvh rzgbva sg ,me rzug rzugvu kcv ,t vagh ghaunv ghaunu rzug ihc kscvv ,t rthca o"hcknc whg
h,kc asue ,njkn v,hv .rtv auchf ,njkn hf kkf vnjknc ohbugcdv up,,av tk ikvks oheuxpc rtucnv hpku

treb lfka o"hcknv hrcs lrs kg tkpb rcs h,htru .rtv auchfc ruzgk ,kufhu ,ufz oua ohbugcdk vhv tku usck wvk
,unhcs trzg treb vhv hba ,hcc vhba vthcc ukhtu gauvh oac vbuatr vthcc .rtk o,xhbf ,gc ktrah dhvbn

wv onvhu oheuxp vnfc f"anf unmgc v"cev h"g vnjknv v,hva ohnumgu ohhukd ohxhb ka vdvbv v,hva gauvh
tku iugcdc jrhvu anav ,sngv ,gc f"anfu ohnav in ,ukusd ohbct ovhkg lhkav wvu vkusd vfn ofhu ktrah hbpk

(j ;s ,ufrcc) rntb hba ,hc hnhc o,xhbfc ukhtu ktrahk wv ojkb hf aht kuec hv gnak uhrjtku uhbpk tuvv ouhf vhv
v,hv tka iuhfu tyjv orda tkt iub ic gauvh hnhc ovk vagba lrsf trzg hnhc ob ovk ,uaghk ktrah uhv ohhutr

trzg oac dhvbnv treb ifk gcyv lrs p"g thnas t,ghxu rzgc t"f ohhukd ohxhbc vdvbvv

 (15t sung ch ;s vkhdn ,fxn hkcc sunk,



/okaurhc ,hc uk ,ubck hkg sep tuvu ohnav hvkt wv hk i,b .rtv ,ufknn kf xrp lkn arf rnt vf ch,fs ubhhv
rnt tkt ?vhv jhan aruf hfu 'ubhnhc h,ezjv rat arufk ujhank wv rnt vf ch,fs htn :tsxj cr rc injb cr ars

///ung kfn ofc hn rnt tuvu /h,uhkd .cehu h,hc vbch tuv h,rnt hbt 'aruf kg lk hbt kcue :jhank tuv lurc ausev uk
/kghu

 (16cf euxp zf erp uvhnrh

:v��Z �v o«u ­e �N �v�k �t oh º',«ch '́J�v�u Æoh ',h'k�g��v �u eº�u«e�h�o Ut�b Æo �,«t h³'s �e�P o«úh s Â�g U·h �v�'h v �N �́J �u Ut­�cUh v�k¬�c�C

 (17c euxp t erp kthbs

,h­(C th º'c (v oh́'k(F �v�, �t �u uh·�v«k3t ,h́ (C r­�g�b 'J�. �r��t o¬(th 'c�h �u oh º'v«k3t��v�,h(c h́(k �F Æ,�m �e 'nU v À�sUv�h�Q�k��n oh '́e�h«uv�h�, �t «u ¹s�h �C ḩ�b«s�t Ái (T'H �u
:uh��v«k3t r¬�m«ut

 (18t sung cx ;s ohrsb ,fxn hkcc sunk,

okugv in regb - kuj uagb oumrpa iuhf 'vukkhju ohmhrp vc utcu :rntba 'kuj hkf uagba asue hkfc an,aba rmakc

 (19j euxp t erp trzg h"ar

kthbs tuv rmcaa tuv ubh,ucr urntu ohkaurhk ofhkuhu otah ignk rmcaak orxnu o,ut vbn vzv rczdv - orpxhu
:,urm aac snga rmcaa una treb vnku

 (20s euxp t erp kthbs trzg ict

iez ubvu vba wgu wku ws vbvu uvhesm t"hu d"f vbvu lkn ohba vbunau kcck ohehuvh ,fkc vba u"y ic tmh kthbs vbvu
:,urund ,uhtrc rmcaa ubbhtu hba ,hc kt vkg tku ,n rcf hkut r,xt hnhc stn

 (21j euxp t erp trzg trzg ict

:ohsaf iuakc if trebu kccurz tuv - rmcaak

 (22c sung th ;s vkhdn ,fxn i"cnrv haushj

,t thmuv aruf lknvu (wz wt trzg) ch,fsf o,ut ukgv rcf aruf hnhc tkvu uvc an,atu tasen hcs hbtn ehpt hfhv
orpxhu rczdv ,sr,n hsh kg xrp lkn aruf othmuhu uhvkt ,hcc ob,hu okaurhn rmbsfucb thmuv rat wv ,hc hkf

/okaurhk kccn vkudv ,ukgv og rmtcaa vkgv kfv ch,fu vsuvhk thabv rmtcaak
tku asenv ,hc ka ohkf ,men jek iuatrv ,ukdc rmbsfucba hpk vhv ovc an,ab auruajta ukkv ohkfv ihbg/ / /

uhvkt ,hc rgba .rt othchu ohektv ,hc hkf ,menu vsuvh lkn ohehuvh ,t ushc wv i,hu (wc wt kthbs) ch,fs 'okuf
othmuhu uhvkt ,hcc ob,hu (oa trzg) ch,fs vbuatrv vkgnc aruf jkaa uhv ovu 'uhvkt rmut ,hc thcv ohkfv ,tu

'istrzucb o,ut jeku icrujv sg asenv ,hcc urtab ohkfv rta kct 'vba ohgca ovk utkn,ba hpk wuf aruf
ohkfc ohhe,b ',hcv ihbc sg kccc urtabu vba ohgca ihhsg ovk utkn,b tk ovu 'uvhnrh rpxc ov ohtkn ,utrenu

ka ohgcak uktdb icrj ,gac ohkudvu 'iuatr ,ukd ka ohgcak usepb vkj, ohkudv 'ogcu asenv ,hcc ohhe,ba vn
z"f) vhnrh ifa ourhzjvu uktdb htsus 'ohkfv rta uchav inz u,utcu 'vhv ,hcv icrjk ohgca ,tknk ihbcv ifu 'icrj

kt oh,uchavu oh,hkgvu wv otb o,ut hsep ouh sg uhvh vnau utcuh vkcc wv ,hcc ohr,ubv ohkfv kg tcb,n (c"f
/vzv ouenv


