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ESHET CHAYIL

WE WILL DELVE INTO SHLOMO HAMELECH'S ®
RENOWNED POEM, EXPLORING BOTH THE
REVEALED AND HIDDEN ASPECTS IN THIS A
gPBUMING TEXT-BASED SERIES ON ESHET
HAYIL.

MONDAYS, 2:00 PM oN Z0OM
(TINY.CC/IDANRAK)
STARTINB MARCH 25 WITH IDAN RAKOVSKY .

REGISTER AT: TNY.CC/SHLOMO2024 C | ass 1 . I n tro d U Ct' on to S h | omo

Hamelech




What are we going to do today?

We'll explore an introduction to Tanach studies:

. We'll discuss the renewal of the Tanach studies in the Orthodox
world.

. We'll discuss what is “D"1'vn na1xa 1”an " and why many people
oppose it

. Well discuss different methods of learning Tanach
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“When a person engages in his studies, it is certain that he should dedicate
most of his time to studying the talmud, to learn the torah with his
community every Sabbath, and a few times to delve into the Prophets and
Writings”

(Rabbi Yom Tov of Seville, the ritva, 13th century, on talmud avoda zara 19b)



Why did Orthodox jews neglect Tanach studies for many
generations?

1. The supremacy of Talmudic and halachic study over the study of the Tanakh.
2. The Christians

3. The Karaites

4. The Academy (secularism)

5. The Zionists



what led to the renewal of tanach study?
1. Religious Zionism - the revival of “Torat Eretz-Yisrael”
2. Yeshivat Har Etzion- “Tanach is not only for the academy”

3. rav Kook, rav Amital, Nechama Leibowitz, rav Breuer, rav Bin-Nun etc.




Tanah BeGovah HaEynaim- n'a'yn naiaa 37an



An example:

Shmuel 2,11

| ate one afternoon, David rose from his couch and strolled on the roof of the royal palace; and from the
roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful.and the king sent someone to make
inquiries about the woman. He reported, “She is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam [and] wife of Uriah the
Hittite.”

David sent messengers to fetch her; she came to him... [later, it turned out that] The woman conceived,
and she sent word to David, “l am pregnant’’..

David wrote in the letter as follows: “Place Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest; then fall
back so that he may be killed” So when Joab was besieging the city, he stationed Uriah at the point
where he knew that there were able warriors.

The men of the city sallied out and attacked Joab, and some of David's officers among the troops fell;
Uriah the Hittite was among those who died.”



In favour

Rabbi Ido Pachter:

"He who is not willing to study the Tanach with in the eye
level, in my view, denies its sanctity because he does not
believe that the Tanach truly existed... Tanach holds an
important message for us, ordinary people, who have
received it and read it, and who grapple with the same
challenges in their lives. Did David not sin with another man's
wife? Did Jacob not desire Rachel to marry her? Did Moses
not face leadership crises? If all of this is not as
straightforward as it seems, then what is the purpose of all
these stories, and what is the message of the Tanach for us,
the average human beings?



Against
Rabbi Shlomo Aviner:

“Our patriarchs are giants, great figures of the world. The
Divine Presence rests upon them, in their deeds, in their
personalities, in their souls, in their spirits, and in their
limbs. It was not by chance that the Master of the
Universe decreed in His wisdom that they would be the
beginning of the Israelite nation, in other words, that we
would commence our history with the giants of the
world.. Learning 0"™1'yn nama ) anis like an ant staring
at an elephant, seeing only his feet and thinking this is
the entire elephant.”




What do you think?



Different methods of learning tanach:

Pshat: the simple text
Parshanim (commentators): Rashi, Radak, Ibn Ezra etc.

Midrashim: what did the rabbis add to the understanding of the story?
Literary analysis: rooted in the academia

In our series we'll use all four.



Introduction to Shlomo Hamelech



His Books:




Shlomo's birth

Father: David. Mother: Bat-Sheva
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...and she bore a son, and called his name Solomon. And Hashem loved him.
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And He sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet, and he called his name Yedidiah, for
Hashem's sake.



Who Called him Shlomo?
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"And He called his name Solomon" - the verse indicates that the Almighty called him Solomon.
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"And he called his name Solomon" - It is explained in the book of Chronicles that the Lord had
already told David that his son, who would succeed him, would be named Shlomo because there
would be peace-shalom- in his days. And since he wished to coronate this son, he called his name
Shlomo, and the Lord agreed to it.
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"Solomon, and the Lord loved him" - meaning: SHE called him by both names, Solomon, to indicate
that there would be peace in his days, and "the Lord loved him," as it implies.



The Meaning of His Name:
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"And he called his name Solomon" - named thus because there would be peace and
tranquility in his da?/s. Similarly, in the Book of Chronicles (1 Chronicles 22:9), it says:
"Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest. | will give him rest from all
his surrounding enemies. For his name shall be Solomon, and | will give peace and quiet to
Israel in his days."
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"And he called his name Solomon," to indicate that through him peace was established
between David and his Father in Heaven.
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The root of the name Shlomo is in the word "shalem," like "Yerushalem" and "Avshalom."


https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%90%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%90%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%92
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/1982
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/28_%D7%91%D7%A4%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%90%D7%A8
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/1896
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/2_%D7%91%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%98%D7%9E%D7%91%D7%A8

What do we learn
from this?




Becoming the King
Melachim 1, 5-31



The Problem

(5) Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself,
saying, "I will be king"; and he prepared himself
chariots and horsemen and fifty men to run before
him.

(6) And his father had not pained him all his life by
saying, "Why have you done so?" And he was also a
very handsome man; and he was born after Absalom.

(7) And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah
and with Abiathar the priest; and they supported
Adonijah.

(8) But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of
Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and
Rei, and the mighty men that belonged to David,
were not with Adonijah.

(9) And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fatlings by
the stone of Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel. And
he called all his brothers the king's sons, and all the
men of Judah the king's servants.

(10) But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the
mighty men, and his brother Solomon, he did not

call.
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Adonia's Team: Shlomo’s Team:

Yoav Ben Tzruya (Military) Bnayahu Ben Yehoyad

Evyatar HaKohen (Religious) (Military)
Tzadok HaKohen (Religious)

Natan HaNavi (Prophecy)




The Plan

(11) Then Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of
Solomon, saying, "Have you not heard that Adonijah
the son of Haggith reigns, and David our lord does
not know?

(12) Now therefore come; please, let me give you
counsel, that you may save your life and the life of

your son Solomon.

(13) Go and come in to King David, and say to him,
'Did you not, my lord, O king, swear to your
handmaid, saying, 'Assuredly Solomon your son
shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne?'
Why then does Adonijah reign?'

(14) Behold, while you yet talk there with the king, I
also will come in after you, and confirm your

words."
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The Reason Behind Shlomo's Kingship (From Bat-Sheva's eyes)

"X NN DD

NN YT Y ITTON |1V 119N NN T7'N :VAW N NN, T7'0 NNRD 1D NNN 207 Vav Nt
VIVIY TV 17 NYINT NNXT NTEL,NTRNN |1V )TN 'MNAY 1190 NN ININ T NN 7Y 2
JANN 7N NIYWNT NINN 17 v |an D N7

Radak on 1 Kings 1:13:

Why did she make him swear? It is said that when the child died, Bathsheba
said: "The first child died because of the sin, and even if | will have a son who
is destined to live, everyone will despise him because he was born to a
relationship that started with a sin. Bathsheba did not want to marry David
until he swore to her that her son she would have from him would reign after
him.



Problem
Solved

(32) And King David said, "Call to me Zadok the
priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada." And they came before the king.

(33) And the king said to them, "Take with you the
servants of your lord, and have Solomon my son ride

upon my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon.

(34) And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet
anoint him there king over Israel; and blow with the
horn, and say, 'Long live King Solomon.'

(35) Then you shall come up after him, and he shall
come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in
my stead and I have appointed him to be prince over

Israel and over Judah."

(36) And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the
king, and said, "Amen. May Hashem, the God of my
lord the king, say so.

(37) As Hashem has been with my lord the king, so
may He be with Solomon, and may He make his
throne greater than the throne of my lord King
David."
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Reminder:
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"And he called his name Solomon," to indicate that through him
peace was established between David and his Father in Heaven.

- What do we understand from all the sources so far?



