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The Jewish altar does not grant protection to the criminal. We do not have here two principles mutually
controlling and modifying each other, such as church and state, justice and mercy, and the like. The
chamber of the highest court of justice was located right next to the altar, over which a sword
must not be swung. The principle cultivated by the altar is the same principle actualized by
the Sanhedrin... Even if a yn> is standing beside the altar, and even if no other jn> is available... he must
be taken away from the altar to be brought to judgment and to justice.
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