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Noach
Uziyahu

Rav Hirsch Gen. 4:3-6 Two people can bring exactly identical offerings, pray exactly the same prayers, and still
present themselves to G-d in infinite dissimilarity... The essential difference lay in the person of the offerer not
in the offering itself. Cain’s attitude was unpleasing and therefore his offering was unpleasing too. 

Esav and Yaakov:

Yishmael and Yitzchak:

B. The Rejected Bchor:
Yishmael

Esav
Reuven

Bchorim
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Rabbi Ezra Bick- VBM- Parshat Bereishit- Raising Cain and Hevel
"Hevel" means "nothing, vanity, wind, vapor"... Since names are descriptive in Tanakh, especially for a
symbolic character, this would seem to indicate that we should not be viewing Hevel as a paradigm of
virtue or human accomplishment.

Yaakov
Rachel
Moshe
David

26) Rabbi Grument- Genesis: From Creation to Covenant pg. 58-59 Cain becomes a farmer, working the
ground, just like his father. This is, after all, the destiny of humans outside of the Garden... While the
farmer needs to live near his crops and is rooted in his home, the shepherd wanders with the flocks to wherever
there is grazing. In fact, one description in the Torah for the shepherd is that he dwells in tents. The picture
that emerges of Abel is quite disturbing. In addition to the lack of excitement surrounding his birth, he
is the “extra” one, the brother; he works in a profession which has limited value; and his name suggests
that he is regarded as being worthless. He is relegated to spending much of his time living away from the
family home as he tends his sheep, while the beloved Cain is very much connected to the family plot and
destiny. 

Rabbi Ezra Bick- VBM- Parshat Bereishit- Raising Cain and Hevel The initiative to bring an offering to God is
Cain's.  The verse stresses that "Hevel, he too, brought an offering." Hevel is copying Cain, following along in the
initiative of his older brother. Hevel merely imitates his brother.  Cain is an "ish" (verse 1), an individual, a
unique personality; Hevel is a "gam hu", an "also he" person.  He is a "nochshlepper".

C. Story of Sibling Rivalry caused by Favoritism:

Nehama Leibowitz Bereishit 5 pg. 39- It is quite evident from the above citation that the Midrash gives
the story of Cain and Abel a universal application. It is concerned not merely with the individual case of
Cain and Abel, but with the motives underlying man’s desire to quarrel, make war, kill and murder his
fellow... Three answers are given in our Midrash to explain the root causes of bloodshed and murder. According to
the first, they are prompted by economic considerations, the quarrel over material possessions. According to the
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second, bloodshed is prompted by religious and ideological reasons, each side maintaining that the Temple should
be built in his domain, that his religion should be accepted. The third view traces the roots of bloodshed and strife to
sexual passion- “they were disputing over Eve.”

D. THE INTRODUCTION OF THE CONCEPT OF TESHUVA!
Punishment of Adam

Punishment of Kayin

1. Kayin Does NOT Learn the Message of Teshuva:

Kayin DOES Learn the Message of Teshuva:
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