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A. The Evil Son vs. The Good Son:
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Rav Hirsch Gen. 4:3-6 Two people can bring exactly identical offerings, pray exactly the same prayers, and still
present themselves to G-d in infinite dissimilarity... The essential difference lay in the person of the offerer not
in the offering itself. Cain’s attitude was unpleasing and therefore his offering was unpleasing too.
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B. The Rejected Bchor:
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Rabbi Ezra Bick- VBM- Parshat Bereishit- Raising Cain and Hevel
"Hevel" means ""nothing, vanity, wind, vapor"... Since names are descriptive in Tanakh, especially for a
symbolic character, this would seem to indicate that we should not be viewing Hevel as a paradigm of
virtue or human accomplishment.
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26) Rabbi Grument- Genesis: From Creation to Covenant pg. 58-59 Cain becomes a farmer, working the
ground, just like his father. This is, after all, the destiny of humans outside of the Garden... While the
farmer needs to live near his crops and is rooted in his home, the shepherd wanders with the flocks to wherever
there is grazing. In fact, one description in the Torah for the shepherd is that he dwells in tents. The picture
that emerges of Abel is quite disturbing. In addition to the lack of excitement surrounding his birth, he
is the “extra” one, the brother; he works in a profession which has limited value; and his name suggests
that he is regarded as being worthless. He is relegated to spending much of his time living away from the
family home as he tends his sheep, while the beloved Cain is very much connected to the family plot and

destiny.
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Rabbi Ezra Bick- VBM- Parshat Bereishit- Raising Cain and Hevel The initiative to bring an offering to God is
Cain's. The verse stresses that "Hevel, he too, brought an offering." Hevel is copying Cain, following along in the
initiative of his older brother. Hevel merely imitates his brother. Cain is an "ish" (verse 1), an individual, a
unique personality; Hevel is a "gam hu", an "also he" person. He is a "nochshlepper".

C. Story of Sibling Rivalry caused by Favoritism:
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Nehama Leibowitz Bereishit 5 pg. 39- It is quite evident from the above citation that the Midrash gives
the story of Cain and Abel a universal application. It is concerned not merely with the individual case of
Cain and Abel, but with the motives underlying man’s desire to quarrel, make war, kill and murder his
fellow... Three answers are given in our Midrash to explain the root causes of bloodshed and murder. According to
the first, they are prompted by economic considerations, the quarrel over material possessions. According to the
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second, bloodshed is prompted by religious and ideological reasons, cach side maintaining that the Temple should
be built in his domain, that his religion should be accepted. The third view traces the roots of bloodshed and strife to
sexual passion- “they were disputing over Eve.”

D. THE INTRODUCTION OF THE CONCEPT OF TESHUVA!
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1. Kayin Does NOT Learn the Message of Teshuva:
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Kayin DOES Learn the Message of Teshuva:
YN N NN PYISY MDD DYTY MY 25 NNNR NN Y1 NINY LYWL NN -NIWID MY DT 37 1"21n4 (40
LAIRD A9 SN DVIYY 29 DY 9N POIYN
N2Y1) NOIND VINNNVY NI "IN NWNN MIPYD ORNI NON DDN YIZVA NP )"0 1T NIPH NyT
NVI 9 NI NYPAY 3109 "NWIN' TN Y T HOD Y KD DK IR ,TIY NIDNHY 29w NOY 17 -"y”
DMY20 DY MM NN I NN




THE CREATION OF TESHUVA :

The Story of Kayin
Nechama Price

NTYDDTP T YIND 2¥2) 19PN PR NY 10T MYNIA (41
NI YNNIV 1 P9 2D 1) ¥ DAM 99130 I8N DDV INAYM PN Y'YV 5N P -1 Y IND 2V 30T DAIN
NN YIND WD MNP NN T NP TRY NP TIN

D0 NI922 Y NP9 29910 90V N¥ 0w Ton
ANBYY NS WY DY 11 Y M NF1TY 2N MOY) P 2R MO viaoa T2 299N | RY? Y37 10:N INON

T =

LN YTV DDTPNDY PINK DN HINTH 122 HAYI NAYH DY NN DN NN -PY 132 DI BT P19

ANNINTOD INNNIDN YPYAY NINPPP D OV DR DNYIY PP 1NHD 12D ' 19 WIND 10:4 HPURIA (43
2IVN YD MNINYY DN 1IN 29,0008 MN INYY 0N 19 22,25 HYI9 N9 HYNII

1Y YUY 709 1) 35 NHY MIYD DY) NTY TNND DY DY) AV TnY 197N v° 1 WYRI Lemach (44
DYV 7021 V2702, D0Y2Y 0D T2 210300 201 29$97 713D YR 22 DINK NJND THP 0¥ 91p 1pY Nps)
YY)

7729 9P9Y NN OO "2 NPIY 1N AN 79D ,PYVIY 210N NTOWIXR PN TO V2 39 AW N9 MYXIA
TON NOV DMPOY DD NPWN 1N WNRYNOYY NMNI NINOND NIAYY DTN DN PPIVY R ¥INYND DHNY
SIND MY NAYY NI

MWYAY 7PN VA Y2 TRY NOOP TH ¥ NI MY DD MNN TRIND NUYI 1P X9 181 10T N XD vITN
NN TIN PRI DNAD N TN TN P INMN NN TPNYI 1T RN NI 7D 1IND NS 7D NDIDY MNTD
JP IR X9 YT VPN IR NN N

NN YIROND NYI MAIND PP 2 INS PN 990 1) .JPYNRIN NN PNV PP DN 2D 45-)5:7 0N

NPYI PRI NN K112 NYNI YINTDD WHY PR H1IP NN DT Nin~D) NY) 291 MUNI2 -Naama (45
WY PIDH MVINN XM, OPIND 22 WO NMINHY INND N NYNRD NIV 1PN NN YITO .. 299 1'219
LDYTYUN Y9N NINMY PRTOUN DN NTHY NUN NIPN N7 3 YIIN DMINN (1)) "DTRN 7N NN OPYNA 23

3 NANAN DTN NNY DINY NIRIN KON ,DYIM NNXIPN DT PNNY NN MTHNN TN 19-12:41 3"299
DY PP HHMY ,0aN

SV DD NNND PPYN PN NNN YD, 09990 N8P ¥ -DOWI NV T 10 NPM V2T X3 WN Lemach (46
21207 NN DN INYN NOT T 72N 1197 PNV NPY NI ,)PIPY

2NN ND IR NTIA )N NINY NP . NNINN YN MY ON -NNIN WON D 31947 NNY 1N

DY M PINY DUV [ PYI DX 0N NI, PP DWIY POV NIV O3 DN YTNI 7Y OW) 1IN 499 1"a1m9
DY BN9 OION YIN NI YD 1IAY DDaN 5 NYaV) DIYaY

PN P0D NN M DY INUNR NHYI NIND 92 XIX TN ,N0YI PP D1IN MNN 35 HYI9 Ha4 n'wNa Naama (47
DY) PYYN PIY NNYI DIIN PNP

OIS PO NPAS NIPN 3 ,0NN MMNTA DY NO PNV IND NI ...NNHYI PP 91N NN 257 "1
D22 LYN 95t PPY INY)I 19 DN) 21NN NI 199

PY NN INWI (4,30 129) DT DHAP 295 N NYN NN PP D2IN NN DY) N 1 .. 0T X"ID ¥oIN
N N2 NYIY DX NPV

IIN PNNY 729 92 NPIN 12T DV NN 2T INSY 19570 ,'1 9910 PP NS 3 199D 25 NYWI9 HAY NOPYNKIA (48
9"N 7972 DYYI NN DN PYNRIN DTN 1 ¥29 D) TARIPO RYY NI 70 (T MNY) IIN NXRT NN N ,NNY RS
VIV HONMN R MIN) N2IWN HY DN NN T 90K 19 DY NILN NYRIN DTX DXNNN PNHIYINI NIVN SNPYY
LM NAYN DYDY PY NNV (2N 0DNN) N VNTN THY N




