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The Ruinous Path of Self-Deception, R. Mayer Twersky x"vw»w (TorahWeb.org)

Korach, succumbing to base, petty, all-too-common instincts, resented Elizaphen's prominence and coveted it for himself.
The very moment one allows himself to be controlled by unrefined, unredeemed drives, his judgement is seriously
compromised... Jealousy is a form of shochad. Moshe Rabbeinu's record as an absolutely faithful, selfless servant of Hashem
was unimpeachable. And yet Korach, under the blinding influence of bribery, disputed Moshe Rabbeinu. The destructive
force of shochad is terrifyingly great.

Shochad comes in many forms. Jealousy is but one. Desire is another. Pursuit of honor is yet a third. A
personal, non-Torah agenda is also a form of shochad. And inevitably the result is the same “for the bribe will blind
those who can see ...” We speak ill of others and unfairly question their integrity. At times, we even distrust Torah. All this
results from the blinding influence of shochad.
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The skewed judgement resulting from shochad then escalates into self-deception. Korach, clever
individual that he was, convinced himself of the folly that he was the holy one to whom Moshe referred.
Delusionary? Of course. But “his eye led him to error.” The eye of which the Torah warns “and you shall
not spy after your heart and after your eyes after which you stray” (Bamidbar 15:39) led him astray.

Korach, though unquestionably, uniquely evil, nevertheless had no monopoly on self-deception. Everyone is
susceptible... All too easily one becomes self-righteously convinced of his own righteousness and the righteousness of his
non-Torah personal or ideological agenda. In the grips of self-deception, nothing deters him from his self-destructive pursuit
of that agenda...
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