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Religious Zionism: What it means and why it matters
The Halachic Status of Gentiles in the Modern State of Israel %,
Rabbi Sammy Bergman- sbergman@torontotorah.com

Freedom to Worship Idolatry in Israel?- Halacha vs. National Law
1. Israel’s Declaration of Independence
https://main.knesset.gov.il/en/about/pages/declaration.aspx
THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will foster the
development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged
by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of
religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard the
Holy Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations

2. Shemot 23:32-33 (JPS Tanakh 1985)

{5} WRInY 77 MR DPTRNTIN Ty 3 %2 0K ORI TN W2 X7 (N3 0ipRD) 7 NNy
You shall make no covenant with them and their gods.They shall not remain in your land, lest they cause you to sin
against Me; for you will serve their gods—and it will prove a snare to you.

3. Rabbi Ovadiah Seforno (16" Century Italy), Seforno on Shemot 23:33
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Tx¥9x2 12w &Y. In the area which you have conquered and take up residence in. Unfortunately, the Israelites ignored this

warning of the Torah as we know from Judges 1,29 9132 1272 "1v1571 2w, as well as Judges 1,33 yaRi 2wy 21107 27p2 2w,

[the Israelites lived in mixed communities, in some they were the majority, in others even only the minority. Ed.]
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WPk 72 7o Catheir very presence as inhabitants in that land will become a snare for you, i.e. you will begin to worship
their deities.

4. Devarim 12:2 (JPS Tanakh 1985)
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These are the laws and rules that you must carefully observe in the land that the LORD, God of your fathers, is giving you

to possess, as long as you live on earth.

You must destroy all the sites at which the nations you are to dispossess worshiped their gods, whether on lofty mountains

and on hills or under any luxuriant tree.

Tear down their altars, smash their pillars, put their sacred posts to the fire, and cut down the images of their gods,

obliterating their name from that site.

5. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Foreign Worship and Customs of the Nations 7:1 (tr. Simon Glazer)
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It is a mandatory commandment to destroy idolatry, and everything used in its service, and everything that is made for its
sake, even as it is said: "Ye shall surely destroy all the places” (Deut. 12.2), and it is, moreover, said: "But thus shall ye deal
with them" (Ibid. 7.5). Within the boundaries of Eretz Yisrael it is mandatory to pursue it, until we destroy it from the whole
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/Deuteronomy.12.2

of our land; but outside of Eretz Yisrael we are not commanded to pursue it, save that any place which we may conquer we
should destroy idolatry therefrom, even as it is said: "And ye shall destroy their name out of that place” (Ibid. 12.3)—in
Eretz Yisrael thou art commanded to pursue them, but thou art not commanded to pursue them without Eretz Yisrael.

6. Rabbi Eliezer Melamed (Modern Day Israel), Peninei Halakhah, The Nation and the Land 5:1
DUPIRDT O MR 931, WTpni NP2 7Y 25w 12277 021 ,9RW° Y 7 DY NAWTH 7N PIRAY XN DRI OV D DTN I
X237 °92721 .22 DAY NPON? AR 2291 YIRD P27 WRIDW L0007 MR T ORI O3 ,AWITRY 012 SN MOIT 0D DY 19min
TPY1) 109 10R) 0027 DY 9707 .0Yd 92 1OXR N33 Nivan Ripa) 00777 wWRN2 T 02 g 1 1i0) oo noagR2 mm" (7-2,2 ve)
anianm R 0°27 YY1 037 192 VYY) QYR ' 127 1IN RYA TR 0D 1PDATR2 7293) P77 1173 2Py 09N N2 DR T OR
"manon TV 1T K2) 270 233 98 V1 XY X2 nivam? omeninim oo nxy
The great vision of the people of Israel in their land, is that the land will be inhabited by the people of Israel, and on the
Temple Mount in Jerusalem will stand the Temple, and all national life systems will be conducted according to Torah
guidance in morality and holiness, and the people of Israel will be light for the nations, who will come to visit the land and
be inspired to repair the nations and the world. In the words of the prophet (Isaiah 2:2-4: “And it shall be at the end of the
days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be firmly established at the top of the mountains, and it shall be raised
above the hills, and all the nations shall stream to it. And many peoples shall go, and they shall say, "Come, let us go up to
the Lord's mount, to the house of the God of Jacob, and let Him teach us of His ways, and we will go in His paths," for out
of Zion shall the Torah come forth, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge between the nations and
reprove many peoples, and they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift the sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.
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In order to fulfill the vision, the entire land must be inhabited by Israel, and only Gentiles who wish to be partners in the
great vision of Israel will be able to join the people of Israel in the status of a 'resident'. Although there is still a long way to
go to fulfill the vision, we must strive as much as possible to fulfill it

2wnn 93- The Status of Monotheistic Gentiles
7. Talmud, Gittin 45a (William Davidson Edition)
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The verse states with regard to the residents of the Land of Canaan: “They shall not dwell in your land lest they make you
to sin against Me, for you will serve their gods; for they will be a snare to you” (Exodus 23:33). One might have thought
that the verse is also speaking of a gentile who accepted upon himself not to engage in idol worship, and is teaching that
such a gentile may not dwell in Eretz Yisrael as well; therefore the verse states: “You shall not deliver to his master a slave
who escaped to you from his master” (Deuteronomy 23:16). The baraita understands that the verse is speaking in metaphoric
terms about a gentile who has come to Eretz Yisrael, escaping his idolatrous past. The baraita continues: What is this
gentile’s remedy? “He shall dwell with you in your midst” (Deuteronomy 23:17). This teaches that as long as he accepts
upon himself not to engage in idol worship, he may remain in Eretz Yisrael.

8. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 64b (William Davidson Edition)
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The Gemara raises an objection from a baraita: Who is a ger toshav? It is anyone who has accepted upon himself before
three haverim, i.e., people devoted to the meticulous observance of mitzvot, especially halakhot of ritual purity, teruma, and
tithes, not to worship idols. This is the statement of Rabbi Meir.

And the Rabbis say: Anyone who has accepted upon himself observance of the seven mitzvot that the descendants of Noah
accepted upon themselves is a ger toshav.



Others say: These have not entered the category of ger toshav. Rather, who is a ger toshav? This is a convert who eats
unslaughtered animal carcasses, which are not kosher, but who has accepted upon himself to observe all of the mitzvot that
are stated in the Torah except for the prohibition against eating unslaughtered carcasses.

9. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Foreign Worship and Customs of the Nations 10:5-6 (tr. Simon Glazer)
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The poor of among the idolaters are supported alike with the poor of Israel as a peaceful measure. The idolatrous poor
should not be disturbed when gathering the gleanings, or a forgotten sheaf from, or the corners of the field, also as a peaceful
measure... It is also proper to greet them, even on their holiday, as a measure of peace, Never should the greetings be
repeated twice, or call in the house of an idolater on his holiday to extend greetings to him. When meeting him on the street,
greetings should be extended to him softly and seriously.
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All of these liberal treatments are not ordained save when Israelites are sojourning among idolaters or when the idolaters
have overpowered Israel in his own land; but if the government of his land be in his own hand, it is forbidden to permit
idolaters to settle therein, for even if one of them merely desires to sojourn or pass from place to place with merchandise he
must not pass through Eretz Yisrael before he obligates himself to live up to the seven Noaitic commandments, Existence
of God, 2 idolatry, 3 murder, 4 incest, 5 flesh of a live animal, 6 robbery, 7 right of property. even as it is said: "They shall
not dwell in thy land lest they make thee sin against Me" (Ex. 23.33)—not even dwell therein temporarily. If an idolater
obligated himself to observe the Seven Noaitic commandments he is a sojourning alien. The tribunal does not accept a
sojourning alien save during the Jubilee year, but during the interval none save a just proselyte is accepted. Arakin, 29b.

10. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16" Century Spain), Kesef Mishna on Mishneh Torah ibid.
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Rabbi Avraham lbn Daud explains that although a “Geir Toshav” can’t be formally accepted in today’s age when the Yovel

year isn’t operative, if a person accepts the Seven Noachide laws, why should we prevent them from living in the Land,

there is no need to worry that they will bring about sin.

I believe the Rambam agrees that if a person accepts the Seven Noachide Laws on their own we don’t prevent them from

living in the land. He only meant to say that the court can’t accept them.

11. Rabbi Eliezer Melamed (Modern Day Israel) , Peninei Halakhah, The Nation and the Land 5:1- 5:2

3 Opinions- Scope of the prohibition of "qx9x2 12w> K"

Opinion 1- The prohibition of allowing “foreigners” in the land only apples to the Seven Canaanite Nations (Rashi, Raavad,
Semag)

Opinion 2- The prohibition of allowing “foreigners” in the land does not apply to all gentiles who observe the 7 Noachide
Laws due to a belief in The God of Israel and accept Jewish authority over the Land. (Rabbi Yosef Karo’s explanation of
the Rambam

Opinion 3- The prohibition applies to any gentile who hasn’t formally been ordained as a “Ger Toshav” (Alternative
Explanation of the Rambam, Netziv)
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Over the past decades, it has become clear that most members of the Druze community actually observe the seven
commandments and recognize the right of the Jewish people to their land, and assist the people of Israel in their war against
their enemies, and in any case should be treated as “residents”.
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On the other hand, many of the Arabs living in the Land of Israel do not accept the sovereignty of the people of Israel over
their land. In addition, many of them do not keep the seven commandments of the sons of Noah, some by cooperating with
the terrorists who violate 'thou shalt not kill', and some by not acting to prosecute them, as the seventh commandment
commanded them to do...
Rabbi Menachem Meiri’s “Religious Gentiles”
12. Rabbi Menachem Meiri (13" Century France), Beit Habechirah on Bava Kamma 113b (tr adapted from. Dr.
Moshe Halbertal)

http://edah.org/backend/Journal Article/halbertal.pdf
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We find it is forbidden to steal even from Idolators and those who aren’t restricted by the ways of religions. And if a Jew is
sold to them, we can’t free without redemption. Similarly, it is forbidden to uproot their debts. Nevertheless, one isn’t
obligated to exert effort in returning their lost objects, or even return their lost objects at all, for finding a lost object is a
guasi-acquisition and returning it is pious behavior and we don’t need to act with piety toward one with no religion.
Nevertheless, if the [idolator] is aware of the [Jew] possesses the lost object he is obligated to return it. Similarly, for any
lost object, if any desecration of the Divine name will occur by withholding one must return it.
“Thus, all people who are of the nations that are restricted by the ways of religion and worship the divinity in any way, even
if their faith is far from ours, are excluded from this principle [of inequality]. Rather, they are like full-fledged Jews with
respect to these matters, even with respect to lost property and returning assets gained through error and all the other matters,
with no distinction whatsoever”.

13. Rabbi Menachem Meiri (13" Century France), Beit Habechirah on Gittina 62a (tr. Dr. Moshe Halbertal)
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We do not refrain from greeting idolaters, but it is not proper to greet them at greater length than is usual and customary,
which is what I term “expansive greeting.” For one who extends greetings at greater length than the norm shows greater
affection and involvement, and you already know that idolatry was appealing to many... But, in any event, none of this
applies to nations restricted by the ways of religion and believing in the existence, unity, and power of God (may He be
blessed), even if they go astray with respect to some matters according to our beliefs.
When the Hand of Israel “isn’t dominant”
14. Rabbi Isaac Halevi Herzog (20" century Israel), “The Rights of Minorities according to Halacha” Techumin
Vol 2 (1947)
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What should we do? To say to nations: We can not accept this condition, because our Torah forbids a Jewish government
to allow settlement in our country for Christians and pagans, and in addition it forbids us to allow their worship in our
country and forbids us to allow them to purchase land? | do not think that there will be a rabbi in Israel with a mind and a
common sense who thinks that we must respond in this way, meaning that this is our duty from the law of our holy Torah.

15. Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli (20" Century Israel), Techumin Volume 10, 5749- Returning Territories of Israel to Save
Lives
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The Rambam rules that the prohibition against allowing idolators to live in the country only applies when “the hand of Israel
is dominant”. The explanation of the notion that “the hand isn’t dominant”, must not be due to the concern of putting our
lives at risk, for that is obvious as it applies to all mitzvot. Rather the intent is, this type of governance is essential to
maintaining normal relations with surrounding nations, and in order not give an opening for the nations in their states to
slander the Jews in their lands. Therefore, this obligation of expelling foreigners from among is no longer applicable.

The Unique Status of the Modern Jewish State
16. Rabbi Isaac Halevi Herzog (20" century Israel), “The Rights of Minorities according to Halacha” Techumin
Vol 2 (1947)
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These mitzvos, which are public mitzvos, imposed not on each and every one but on the ruling body, on the Jewish
government in whatever form, who can fulfill them, were only imposed initially on the Jewish people that conquers the land
and accepting sovereignty from themselves, without regard to the Gentiles. After all, this is the background in the Torah of
those commandments, and the simplicity of the matter is self-evident. Therefore, in the absence of this background, and in
the conditions of such a reality that the state is given for this purpose, the same commandments do not apply as they do not
apply in the Diaspora.
,OP99R 2721 12D 11913 ,0%13 IR DI TIN 0T DY 19K 77T 000 .MIMW YA RIT XY 79785 707 X2 LT INa0A0 117 W IR Hon
M%7 NN T AT Y a0 D190 W DY RIPY A1TR0 QWY T MIPhY 117 50w 19182 NOMWH TRwnn 2°pa 112 NNY 32907 Y700
LIVID PAIRD DROWY NDY102 TOMHY NTAW INIW NIDYNAT DY 1212 DRI MDA DW ,anow 717 91n°3 DROWS MaYA YW AT IR DR
O°RIN2 °701 OYY DRI DY 2w MM ST DXV MR PV T 000 208080 oNIR QY Wpa Wi DI YW YPIn 232 Nonang annnm R
MIPHY YW YT 370 PRI AMYT LR 7R
From all of the above we have to look further. The foundation of the state itself is a kind of partnership. After all, it is as if
by a well-known mediation Gentiles came, say even pagans, to an agreement to let us form a common government in such
a way that we would have a known supremacy and that the name of the country would be named after us. Was there anything
about this state which resembles the idea of the kingdom of Israel in the same measure of the kingdom of Israel as the days
of David and Solomon, of the kingdom of Israel in the sense of the kingdom that was about to be established at the entry of
Israel into the land of Canaan? After all, that's a different matter. In fact, it is a partnership of the people of Israel and a
foreigners under such conditions, which guarantees the first partner a knowledge of superiority

17. Rabbi Eliezer Melamed (Modern Day Israel) , Peninei Halakhah, The Nation and the Land 5:4- 5:5
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Moreover, in recent generations, thanks to the moral influence of Torat Yisrael, we have won and the nations of the world
have adopted laws that protect the rights of minorities, and because of concern for desecration of the Divine Name, we are
not allowed to expel non-resident Arabs. For the rule of halakhah is that there can be nothing that is forbidden to the sons
of Noah and Israel will be allowed
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Probably the most appropriate way to proceed today to the observance of the mitzvah is by establishing a socio-economic
policy that will encourage peaceful migration of those who do not identify with the values of the Jewish people. It is also
possible that we will still have to go through wars and crises, and if the goal is in front of our eyes, we can work to ensure
that the result of the wars and crises is the expulsion of hostile foreigners from our country..
.N1°727 939 727RY 71292 21717 D002 NENT NANG,LAWIN 3 AWt QORIT DPRW M WIA? 7D 09912 PR DY19 TWRD ,0°° N1 DIAK
DR 0°°P% 1071 K2 MDY M2°0 AR WRD 1971072 7301 271 IRIY 2WH R2Y 7107 PROTR 7MW 72190 7720 D02 NN DA 1w
IR MY PMTAYY T PRY QTR 937 727R) 71292 0NN N°0°027 INEAT L, TVAT TITOY 7 OV 723 191N AR 1NNIw IR,
TP NIRWI — MR PW R
In the meantime, when in practice no deportation can be made to those who are not entitled to be considered a 'resident
resident’, the basic mitzvah returns to treat all human beings with respect and love. For the tendency of the mitzvah is to
establish a society that is entirely a partner in the ideal of the Torah and not for the purpose of hating foreigners and harming
them. Therefore, when for various reasons the mitzvah cannot be kept, or can be kept to a limited extent by encouraging
immigration, the basic mitzvah to treat with respect and love any person whose positions are not known to be evil or who
is hostile to us - remains in place

18. Rabbi Nachum Rabinovitch, “Accepting Donations from the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews
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Our generation has been blessed with a unique blessing many generations have yearned for: to see the actualization of the
G-d’s promise of Israel’s return to its land. This opportunity gives us the responsibility to meet the challenge of fulfilling
the historical destiny of the nation of Israel: “and you shall be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”. In every era,
new thinking is required to determine how to actualize this historical destiny.



