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Freedom to Worship Idolatry in Israel?- Halacha vs. National Law 

1. Israel’s Declaration of Independence 

https://main.knesset.gov.il/en/about/pages/declaration.aspx 

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will foster the 

development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisaged 

by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of 

religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard the 

Holy Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations 

 

2. Shemot 23:32-33 (JPS Tanakh 1985) 

ית׃ל  ֹֽ םֹֽבְרִ  ֶ֖ הֵיה  םֹֽוְלֵאל  ֶ֛ תֹֽלָה  ש׃ֹֹֽֽא־תִכְר ֹ֥ ֹֽלְמוֹקֵ  ֹ֥הֹֽלְךֶ֖ י־יִהְי  םֹֽכִ  הֵיה ָ֔ ת־אֱלֹ֣ ֹֽא  דּ֙ יֹֽתַעֲב  יֹֽכִֹ֤ ֹֽלִִ֑ תְךֶ֖ יאוֹֽא  ן־יַחֲטִֹ֥ ֹֽפ  ֹֽבְאַרְצְךָ֔ אֹֽיֵשְבוּ֙  }פ{ֹֹֽֽל ֹ֤

You shall make no covenant with them and their gods.They shall not remain in your land, lest they cause you to sin 

against Me; for you will serve their gods—and it will prove a snare to you.  

3. Rabbi Ovadiah Seforno (16th Century Italy), Seforno on Shemot 23:33 

שבֹֽבקרבֹֹֽֽלאֹֽישבוֹֽבארצךֹֽבאותוֹֽהחלקֹֽמהארץֹֽשתכבושֹֽותשבֹֽבוֹֽאתהֹֽלאֹֽישבוֹֽהם,ֹֽהפךֹֽמהֹֽשעשו,ֹֽכמוֹֽשהעידֹֽבאמרוֹֽוישבֹֽהכנעניֹֽבקרבוֹֽבגזרֹֽוי

ֹֽ:הכנעניֹֽיושביֹֽהארץ

 In the area which you have conquered and take up residence in. Unfortunately, the Israelites ignored this .לאֹֽישבוֹֽבארצך

warning of the Torah as we know from Judges 1,29 וישבֹֽהכנעניֹֽבקרבוֹֽבגזר, as well as Judges 1,33 נעניֹֽיושביֹֽהארץוישבֹֽבקרבֹֽהכ , 

[the Israelites lived in mixed communities, in some they were the majority, in others even only the minority. Ed.] 

ֹֽ:כיֹֽיהיהֹֽלךֹֽלמוקשֹֽשבתםֹֽבארצך,ֹֽשיגרוםֹֽשתעבודֹֽאתֹֽאלהיהםֹֽ

 their very presence as inhabitants in that land will become a snare for you, i.e. you will begin to worshipכיֹֽיהיהֹֽלךֹֽלמוקש,ֹֹֽֽ

their deitiesֹֽ. 

 

4. Devarim 12:2 (JPS Tanakh 1985) 

ןֹֹֽֽ רֹֽ֩נָתַַ֨ ץֹֽאֲש  ר  וןֹֽלַעֲשׂוֹתֹֽ֒בָאָָ֕ רֹֽתִשְמְרֹ֣ ֹ֣ יםֹֽוְהַמִשְפָטִיםֹֽ֮אֲש  חֻקִֹ֣ הֹֽהַ  ל  ה׃ק ֹֽאֱלֹֹֽֽה'ֹֽאֵֵ֠ יםֹֽעַל־הָאֲדָמָ  םֹֽחַיִֶ֖ ֹ֥ ר־אַת  יםֹֽאֲש  ל־הַיָמִָ֔ הֹּֽכ ַ֨ ֹֽלְרִשְתִָ֑ יךֹֽלְךֶ֖ ֶ֛ ת  ל־ֹֹֹֽֽֽיֹֽאֲב  ת־כ  וןֹֽא   אַבְדֵ֠ דֹֽתְֵ֠ אַבֵֹ֣

מ֞וֹתֹֽאֲש  ֹֽ וֹתֹֽוְתֶַֹֽ֖הַמְק  ֹֽוְעַל־הַגְּבָעָ֔ רָמִיםּ֙ יםֹֽהָ  הָרִֹ֤ םֹֽעַל־ה  ִ֑ ת־אֱלהֵיה  םֹֽא  תֶָ֖ יםֹֽא  רְשִֹ֥ םֹֽי  ֶ֛ רֹֽאַת  ֹ֥ םֹֽאֲש  םֹֽהַגּוֹיִִ֗ בְדו־שָֹ֣ ָֽן׃רֹֽעָ  ץֹֽרַעֲנָ  ל־עֵֹ֥ ֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽחַתֹֽכ  םּ֙ םֹֽוְשִבַרְת  תִָ֗ ת־מִזְבְח  םֹֽא  ֹ֣ וְנִתַצְת 

ש וןֹֽבָאֵָ֔ ֹֽתִשְׂרְפֹ֣ םּ֙ רֵיה  םֹֽוַאֲשֵ  תָָ֔ ב  ת־מַצֵֹ֣ וא׃ֹֹֽֽא  וֹםֹֽהַה  םֹֽמִן־הַמָקֶ֖ ת־שְמָָ֔ םֹֽא  ֹ֣ וןֹֽוְאִבַדְת  םֹֽתְגַדֵעִ֑ ֶ֖ הֵיה  יֹֽאֱל   ופְסִילֵֹ֥

These are the laws and rules that you must carefully observe in the land that the LORD, God of your fathers, is giving you 

to possess, as long as you live on earth.  

You must destroy all the sites at which the nations you are to dispossess worshiped their gods, whether on lofty mountains 

and on hills or under any luxuriant tree.  

Tear down their altars, smash their pillars, put their sacred posts to the fire, and cut down the images of their gods, 

obliterating their name from that site. 

 

5. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Foreign Worship and Customs of the Nations 7:1 (tr. Simon Glazer) 

נ אֱמַרֹֽ)דבריםֹֽיבֹֽב(ֹֽ"אַֹֽ הֹֽבִשְבִילָהֹּֽש  יהָֹֽוְכָלֹֽהַנַעֲשׂ  ת"ֹֽוְנ אֱמַרֹֽ)דבריםֹֽזֹֽה(ֹֽ"כִיֹֽאִםֹֹֽֽמִצְוַתֹֽעֲשֵׂהֹֽהִיאֹֽלְאַבֵדֹֽעֲבוֹדַתֹֽכוֹכָבִיםֹֽומְשַמְש  תֹֽכָלֹֽהַמְקוֹמ  בֵדֹֽתְאַבְדוןֹֽא 

הֹֽתַעֲשׂוֹֹֽֽ נְאַבֵדֹֽאוֹתָהֹּֽמִכָלֹֽאַרְצֵנו.ֹֽאֲבָלֹֽבְחוץֹֽלָאָר ֹֽכ  יהָֹֽעַדֹֽש  ףֹֽאַחֲר  ץֹֽיִשְׂרָאֵלֹֽמִצְוָהֹֽלִרְד  ר  ם"ֹֽוְגוֹ'.ֹֽובְא  נִכְבשֹֹֽֽלָה  לָאֹֽכָלֹֽמָקוֹםֹֽש  יהָֹֽא  ףֹֽאַחֲר  ץֹֽאֵיןֹֽאָנוֹֽמְצֻוִיןֹֽלִרְד 

נ ֹֽ בוֹ.ֹֽש  ןֹֽוְֹֽאוֹתוֹֹֽנְאַבֵדֹֽכָלֹֽעֲבוֹדַתֹֽכוֹכָבִיםֹֽש  ףֹֽאַחֲרֵיה  ץֹֽיִשְׂרָאֵלֹֽאַתָהֹֽמְצֻו הֹֽלִרְד  ר  תֹֽשְמָםֹֽמִןֹֽהַמָקוֹםֹֽהַהוא".ֹֽבְא  םֹֽא  אִיֹֽאַתָהֹֽמְצֻו הֹֹֽֽאֱמַרֹֽ)דבריםֹֽיבֹֽג(ֹֽ"וְאִבַדְת 

ץ:ֹֽ ןֹֽבְחוץֹֽלָאָר  ףֹֽאַחֲרֵיה   לִרְד 

It is a mandatory commandment to destroy idolatry, and everything used in its service, and everything that is made for its 

sake, even as it is said: "Ye shall surely destroy all the places" (Deut. 12.2), and it is, moreover, said: "But thus shall ye deal 

with them" (Ibid. 7.5). Within the boundaries of Eretz Yisrael it is mandatory to pursue it, until we destroy it from the whole 

mailto:sbergman@torontotorah.com
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of our land; but outside of Eretz Yisrael we are not commanded to pursue it, save that any place which we may conquer we 

should destroy idolatry therefrom, even as it is said: "And ye shall destroy their name out of that place" (Ibid. 12.3)—in 

Eretz Yisrael thou art commanded to pursue them, but thou art not commanded to pursue them without Eretz Yisrael. 

6. Rabbi Eliezer Melamed (Modern Day Israel), Peninei Halakhah, The Nation and the Land 5:1 

יםֹֹֽֽהחזוןֹֽהגדולֹֽשלֹֽעםֹֽישראלֹֽבארצו,ֹֽשהארץֹֽתהיהֹֽמיושבתֹֽעלֹֽידיֹֽעםֹֽישראל,ֹֽובהרֹֽהביתֹֽבירושליםֹֽיעמודֹֽביתֹֽהמקדש,ֹֽוכלֹֽמערכותֹֽהחייםֹֽהלאומיֹֽ

ורהֹֽבמוסרֹֽוקדושה,ֹֽועםֹֽישראלֹֽיהיהֹֽאורֹֽלגוים,ֹֽשיבואוֹֽלבקרֹֽבארץֹֽולקבלֹֽהשראהֹֽלתיקוןֹֽהעמיםֹֽוהעולם.ֹֽוכדבריֹֽהנביאֹֹֽֽיתנהלוֹֽעלֹֽפיֹֽהדרכותֹֽהת

הָרִיםֹֽוְנִשָאֹֽמִגְּבָעוֹתֹֽוְנָהֲרוֹֽאֵלָיוֹֽכָל-ֹֽ)ישעיהוֹֽב,ֹֽבֹֽ הֹֹֹֽֽֽהַגּוֹיִם.ֹֹֹֽֽֽד(:ֹֽ"וְהָיָהֹֽבְאַחֲרִיתֹֽהַיָמִיםֹֽנָכוֹןֹֽיִהְי הֹֽהַרֹֽבֵיתֹֽה'ֹֽבְר אשֹֽה  וְהָלְכוֹֽעַמִיםֹֽרַבִיםֹֽוְאָמְרוֹֽלְכוֹֽוְנַעֲל 

תָיוֹֽכִיֹֽמִצִיוֹןֹֽתֵצֵאֹֽתוֹרָהֹֽודְבַרֹֽה'ֹֹֽֽ רְח  רֵנוֹֽמִדְרָכָיוֹֽוְנֵלְכָהֹֽבְא  בֹֽוְי  לֹֽבֵיתֹֽאֱלוֹהֵיֹֽיַעֲק  לֹֽהַרֹֽה'ֹֽא  ֹֽחַרְבוֹתָםֹֹֽֽמִירושָלָםִ.ֹֽוְשָפַטֹֽבֵיןֹֽהַגּוֹיִםֹֽוְהוֹכִיחַֹֽלְעַמִיםֹֽרַבִיםֹֽוְכִתְתוא 

בֹֽוְל אֹֽיִלְמְדוֹֽעוֹדֹֽמִלְחָמָה ר  לֹֽגּוֹיֹֽח  םֹֽלְמַזְמֵרוֹתֹֽל אֹֽיִשָאֹֽגוֹיֹֽא   ."לְאִתִיםֹֽוַחֲנִיתוֹתֵיה 

The great vision of the people of Israel in their land, is that the land will be inhabited by the people of Israel, and on the 

Temple Mount in Jerusalem will stand the Temple, and all national life systems will be conducted according to Torah 

guidance in morality and holiness, and the people of Israel will be light for the nations, who will come to visit the land and 

be inspired to repair the nations and the world. In the words of the prophet (Isaiah 2:2-4: “And it shall be at the end of the 

days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be firmly established at the top of the mountains, and it shall be raised 

above the hills, and all the nations shall stream to it. And many peoples shall go, and they shall say, "Come, let us go up to 

the Lord's mount, to the house of the God of Jacob, and let Him teach us of His ways, and we will go in His paths," for out 

of Zion shall the Torah come forth, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge between the nations and 

reprove many peoples, and they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 

lift the sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 

רףֹֹֽֽכדיֹֽלהגשיםֹֽאתֹֽהחזון,ֹֽצריךֹֽשהארץֹֽכולהֹֽתהיהֹֽמיושבתֹֽעלֹֽידיֹֽישראל,ֹֽורקֹֽגוייםֹֽשחפציםֹֽלהיותֹֽשותפיםֹֽלחזוןֹֽהגדולֹֽשלֹֽישראל,ֹֽיוכלוֹֽלהצטֹֽ

 ..לעםֹֽישראלֹֽבמעמדֹֽשלֹֽ'גרֹֽתושב'.ֹֽאמנםֹֽהדרךֹֽעודֹֽארוכהֹֽלהגשמתֹֽהחזון,ֹֽאולםֹֽעלינוֹֽלחתורֹֽכפיֹֽמידתֹֽהאפשרֹֽכדיֹֽלהגשימו

In order to fulfill the vision, the entire land must be inhabited by Israel, and only Gentiles who wish to be partners in the 

great vision of Israel will be able to join the people of Israel in the status of a 'resident'. Although there is still a long way to 

go to fulfill the vision, we must strive as much as possible to fulfill it 

 The Status of Monotheistic Gentiles -גר תושב

7. Talmud, Gittin 45a (William Davidson Edition) 

בריםֹֽכג,ֹֽטז(ֹֽלאֹֽתסגירֹֽעבדֹֽאלֹֽאדוניוֹֽאשרֹֽינצלֹֽאליךֹֽמעםֹֽאדוניוֹֹֽֽיכולֹֽבעובדֹֽכוכביםֹֽשקיבלֹֽעליוֹֽשלאֹֽלעבודֹֽעבודתֹֽכוכביםֹֽהכתובֹֽמדברֹֽת"לֹֽ)ד

 'מאיֹֽתקנתוֹֽעמךֹֽישבֹֽבקרבךֹֽוגו

The verse states with regard to the residents of the Land of Canaan: “They shall not dwell in your land lest they make you 

to sin against Me, for you will serve their gods; for they will be a snare to you” (Exodus 23:33). One might have thought 

that the verse is also speaking of a gentile who accepted upon himself not to engage in idol worship, and is teaching that 

such a gentile may not dwell in Eretz Yisrael as well; therefore the verse states: “You shall not deliver to his master a slave 

who escaped to you from his master” (Deuteronomy 23:16). The baraita understands that the verse is speaking in metaphoric 

terms about a gentile who has come to Eretz Yisrael, escaping his idolatrous past. The baraita continues: What is this 

gentile’s remedy? “He shall dwell with you in your midst” (Deuteronomy 23:17). This teaches that as long as he accepts 

upon himself not to engage in idol worship, he may remain in Eretz Yisraelֹֽ. 

8. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 64b (William Davidson Edition) 

ֹֹֽֽוחכ"אֹֽכלֹֽשקיבלֹֽעליוֹֽשבעֹֽמצותֹֽשקבלוֹֽעליהםֹֽבניֹֽנחֹֹֹֽֽֽמיתיביֹֽאיזהוֹֽגרֹֽתושבֹֽכלֹֽשקיבלֹֽעליוֹֽבפניֹֽג'ֹֽחבריםֹֽשלאֹֽלעבודֹֽעבודתֹֽכוכביםֹֽדבריֹֽר"מֹֽ

 ֹֹֽֽלותאחריםֹֽאומריםֹֽאלוֹֽלאֹֽבאוֹֽלכללֹֽגרֹֽתושבֹֽאלאֹֽאיזהוֹֽגרֹֽתושבֹֽזהֹֽגרֹֽאוכלֹֽנבילותֹֽשקבלֹֽעליוֹֽלקייםֹֽכלֹֽמצותֹֽהאמורותֹֽבתורהֹֽחוץֹֽמאיסורֹֽנבי

The Gemara raises an objection from a baraita: Who is a ger toshav? It is anyone who has accepted upon himself before 

three ḥaverim, i.e., people devoted to the meticulous observance of mitzvot, especially halakhot of ritual purity, teruma, and 

tithes, not to worship idols. This is the statement of Rabbi Meir. 

And the Rabbis say: Anyone who has accepted upon himself observance of the seven mitzvot that the descendants of Noah 

accepted upon themselves is a ger toshav. 



Others say: These have not entered the category of ger toshav. Rather, who is a ger toshav? This is a convert who eats 

unslaughtered animal carcasses, which are not kosher, but who has accepted upon himself to observe all of the mitzvot that 

are stated in the Torah except for the prohibition against eating unslaughtered carcassesֹֽ. 

 

9. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Foreign Worship and Customs of the Nations 10:5-6 (tr. Simon Glazer) 

מְמַחִין וְאֵיןֹֽ דַרְכֵיֹֽשָלוֹם.ֹֽ מִפְנֵיֹֽ יִשְׂרָאֵלֹֽ עֲנִיֵיֹֽעוֹבְדֵיֹֽכוֹכָבִיםֹֽעִםֹֽעֲנִיֵיֹֽ מִפְנֵיֹֽדַרְכֵיֹֽשָלוֹם.ֹֽוְשוֹאֲלִיםֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽמְפַרְנְסִיםֹֽ ופֵאָהֹֽ טֹֽשִכְחָהֹֽ ק  בְל  בִידֵיֹֽעֲנִיֵיֹֽעוֹבְדֵיֹֽכוֹכָבִיםֹֽ

ןֹֽשָלוֹםֹֽלְעוֹלָם.ֹֽוְל אֹֽיִכָנֵסֹֽלְֹֽ לֹֽעוֹבֵדֹֽכוֹכָבִֹֽבִשְלוֹמָםֹֽוַאֲפִלוֹֽבְיוֹםֹֽחַגָּםֹֽמִפְנֵיֹֽדַרְכֵיֹֽשָלוֹם.ֹֽוְאֵיןֹֽכוֹפְלִיןֹֽלָה  יםֹֽבְיוֹםֹֽחַגּוֹֹֽלָתֵתֹֽלוֹֹֽשָלוֹם.ֹֽמְצָאוֹֹֽבַשּׁוקֹֽנוֹתֵןֹֹֽֽבֵיתוֹֹֽש 

דֹֽר אש ב  ֹֽ:לוֹֹֽשָלוֹםֹֽבְשָׂפָהֹֽרָפָהֹֽובְכ 

The poor of among the idolaters are supported alike with the poor of Israel as a peaceful measure. The idolatrous poor 

should not be disturbed when gathering the gleanings, or a forgotten sheaf from, or the corners of the field, also as a peaceful 

measure... It is also proper to greet them, even on their holiday, as a measure of peace, Never should the greetings be 

repeated twice, or call in the house of an idolater on his holiday to extend greetings to him. When meeting him on the street, 

greetings should be extended to him softly and seriously. 

יַדֹֽעַכו''םֹֽתַֹֹֹֽֽֽאֵין גָּלוֹֽיִשְׂרָאֵלֹֽלְבֵיןֹֽהָעוֹבְדֵיֹֽכוֹכָבִיםֹֽאוֹֹֽש  לָאֹֽבִזְמַןֹֽש  םֹֽאָסורֹֹֽֽכָלֹֽהַדְבָרִיםֹֽהָאֵלוֹֽאֲמורִיםֹֽא  יַדֹֽיִשְׂרָאֵלֹֽתַקִיפָהֹֽעֲלֵיה  קִיפָהֹֽעַלֹֽיִשְׂרָאֵלֹֽאֲבָלֹֽבִזְמַןֹֽש 

יְֹֽלָנוֹֽלְהַנִיחַֹֽעוֹבְדֵיֹֽכוֹכָבִיםֹֽבֵינֵי לָאֹֽעַדֹֽש  רֹֽבְאַרְצֵנוֹֽא  נִצְטַווֹֹֽֽנו.ֹֽוַאֲפִלוֹֽיוֹשֵבֹֽיְשִיבַתֹֽעַרְאַיֹֽאוֹֹֽעוֹבֵרֹֽמִמָקוֹםֹֽלְמָקוֹםֹֽבִסְחוֹרָהֹֽל אֹֽיַעֲב  בַעֹֽמִצְוֹתֹֽש  קַבֵלֹֽעָלָיוֹֽש 

נ אֱמַרֹֽ)שמותֹֽכגֹֽלג(ֹֽ"ל אֹֽיֵשְבוֹֽבְאַרְצְך"ֹֽאֲפִלוֹֽלְפִיֹֽשָעָה. חַֹֽש  הַיוֹבֵלֹֹֹֽֽֽבְנֵיֹֽנ  לָאֹֽבִזְמַןֹֽש  בַעֹֽמִצְוֹתֹֽהֲרֵיֹֽז הֹֽגֵּרֹֽתוֹשָב.ֹֽוְאֵיןֹֽמְקַבְלִיןֹֽגֵּרֹֽתוֹשָבֹֽא  וְאִםֹֽקִבֵלֹֽעָלָיוֹֽש 

קֹֽבִלְבַד:ֹֽ ד  לָאֹֽגֵּרֹֽצ  ל אֹֽבִזְמַןֹֽהַיוֹבֵלֹֽאֵיןֹֽמְקַבְלִיןֹֽא   נוֹהֵגֹֽאֲבָלֹֽש 

All of these liberal treatments are not ordained save when Israelites are sojourning among idolaters or when the idolaters 

have overpowered Israel in his own land; but if the government of his land be in his own hand, it is forbidden to permit 

idolaters to settle therein, for even if one of them merely desires to sojourn or pass from place to place with merchandise he 

must not pass through Eretz Yisrael before he obligates himself to live up to the seven Noaitic commandments, Existence 

of God, 2 idolatry, 3 murder, 4 incest, 5 flesh of a live animal, 6 robbery, 7 right of property. even as it is said: "They shall 

not dwell in thy land lest they make thee sin against Me" (Ex. 23.33)—not even dwell therein temporarily. If an idolater 

obligated himself to observe the Seven Noaitic commandments he is a sojourning alien. The tribunal does not accept a 

sojourning alien save during the Jubilee year, but during the interval none save a just proselyte is accepted. Arakin, 29b.   

10. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16th Century Spain), Kesef Mishna on Mishneh Torah ibid. 

בזמןֹֽהיובלֹֽוכו'.ֹֽא''אֹֽאיניֹֽמשוהֹֽלוֹֽבישיבתֹֽהארץֹֽעכ''ל.ֹֽטעמוֹֽלומרֹֽשאע''פֹֽשאיןֹֽמקבליןֹֽגרֹֽתושבֹֽבזמןֹֽשאיןֹֽהיובלֹֽנוהגֹֽאםֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽכתבֹֽהראב''דֹֽאבלֹֽשלא

מצותֹֹֽֽקבלֹֽשבעֹֽמצותֹֽלמהֹֽימנעוֹֽאותוֹֽמישיבתֹֽהארץֹֽהאֹֽליכאֹֽלמיחשֹֽביהֹֽפןֹֽיחטיאו.ֹֽולדעתֹֽרבינוֹֽנראהֹֽלומרֹֽדאיןֹֽה''נֹֽשאםֹֽמעצמוֹֽקיבלֹֽעליוֹֽשבעֹֹֽֽ

 ןֹֽאותוֹֽמישיבתֹֽהארץֹֽולאֹֽבאֹֽלומרֹֽאלאֹֽשאיןֹֽביתֹֽדיןֹֽמקבליןֹֽאותו:ֹֽשאיןֹֽמונעי

Rabbi Avraham Ibn Daud explains that although a “Geir Toshav” can’t be formally accepted in today’s age when the Yovel 

year isn’t operative, if a person accepts the Seven Noachide laws, why should we prevent them from living in the Land, 

there is no need to worry that they will bring about sin. 

I believe the Rambam agrees that if a person accepts the Seven Noachide Laws on their own we don’t prevent them from 

living in the land. He only meant to say that the court can’t accept them. 

11. Rabbi Eliezer Melamed (Modern Day Israel) , Peninei Halakhah, The Nation and the Land 5:1- 5:2 

3 Opinions- Scope of the prohibition of "לא ישבו בארצך"  

Opinion 1- The prohibition of allowing “foreigners” in the land only apples to the Seven Canaanite Nations (Rashi, Raavad, 

Semag) 

Opinion 2- The prohibition of allowing “foreigners” in the land does not apply  to all gentiles who observe the 7 Noachide 

Laws due to a belief in The God of Israel and accept Jewish authority over the Land. (Rabbi Yosef Karo’s explanation of 

the Rambam 

Opinion 3- The prohibition applies to any gentile who hasn’t formally been ordained as a “Ger Toshav” (Alternative 

Explanation of the Rambam, Netziv) 

 

םֹֹֽֽבמשךֹֽעשרותֹֽהשניםֹֽשעברוֹֽהתברר,ֹֽשרובֹֽבניֹֽהעדהֹֽהדרוזיתֹֽמקיימיםֹֽבפועלֹֽאתֹֽשבעֹֽהמצוותֹֽומכיריםֹֽבזכותוֹֽשלֹֽהעםֹֽהיהודיֹֽעלֹֽארצו,ֹֽומסייעיֹֽ

  .לעםֹֽישראלֹֽבמלחמתוֹֽנגדֹֽאויביו,ֹֽוממילאֹֽישֹֽלהתייחסֹֽאליהםֹֽכגריםֹֽתושבים



Over the past decades, it has become clear that most members of the Druze community actually observe the seven 

commandments and recognize the right of the Jewish people to their land, and assist the people of Israel in their war against 

their enemies, and in any case should be treated as “residents”. 

לםֹֽמנגד,ֹֽרביםֹֽמביןֹֽהערביםֹֽהגריםֹֽבארץֹֽישראלֹֽאינםֹֽמקבליםֹֽאתֹֽריבונותוֹֽשלֹֽעםֹֽישראלֹֽעלֹֽארצו.ֹֽבנוסףֹֽלכך,ֹֽרביםֹֽמהםֹֽאינםֹֽמקיימיםֹֽשבעֹֹֽֽאו

עיתֹֹֽֽמצוותֹֽבניֹֽנח,ֹֽחלקםֹֽבכךֹֽשהםֹֽמשתפיםֹֽפעולהֹֽעםֹֽהמחבליםֹֽשעובריםֹֽעלֹֽ'לאֹֽתרצח',ֹֽוחלקםֹֽבכךֹֽשאינםֹֽפועליםֹֽלהעמידםֹֽלדין,ֹֽכפיֹֽהמצווהֹֽהשביֹֽ

 צטווֹֽבה,ֹֽלהעמידֹֽבתיֹֽדיןֹֽ)עי'ֹֽרמב"םֹֽמלכיםֹֽט,ֹֽיד(.ֹֽשנ

On the other hand, many of the Arabs living in the Land of Israel do not accept the sovereignty of the people of Israel over 

their land. In addition, many of them do not keep the seven commandments of the sons of Noah, some by cooperating with 

the terrorists who violate 'thou shalt not kill', and some by not acting to prosecute them, as the seventh commandment 

commanded them to do… 

Rabbi Menachem Meiri’s “Religious Gentiles” 

12. Rabbi Menachem Meiri (13th Century France), Beit Habechirah on Bava Kamma 113b (tr adapted from. Dr. 

Moshe Halbertal) 

http://edah.org/backend/JournalArticle/halbertal.pdf 

אסורֹֽלגזלםֹֽואםֹֽנמכרֹֽלוֹֽישראלֹֽאסורֹֽלצאתֹֽמידוֹֽבלאֹֽפדיוןֹֽוכןֹֽאסורֹֽלהפקיעֹֽאתֹֽהלואתוֹֹֹֽֽֽגדוריםֹֽבדרכיֹֽהדתותֹֹֽֽשאףֹֽעובדיֹֽהאליליםֹֽושאינםֹֽנמצא 

וֹֽולאֹֽעודֹֽאלאֹֽאףֹֽמיֹֽשמצאֹֽאבדתוֹֽאינוֹֽחייבֹֽלהחזירהֹֽשמציאהֹֽמקצתֹֽקניןֹֽהואֹֽוחזרתוֹֽדרךֹֹֽֽומ"מֹֽאיןֹֽאדםֹֽחייבֹֽלחזרֹֽאחרֹֽאבדתוֹֽכדיֹֽלהחזירהֹֽל

חלולֹֽהשםֹֽבעכובהֹֽמחזירהֹֽהאֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽומ"מֹֽאםֹֽנודעֹֽלוֹֽעלֹֽכלֹֽפניםֹֽחייבֹֽלהחזירוֹֽוכןֹֽאףֹֽבאבדהֹֽכלֹֽצדֹֽשיהאחסידותֹֽואיןֹֽאנוֹֽכפופיםֹֽלחסידותֹֽלמיֹֽשאיןֹֽלוֹֹֽֽ

ועובדיֹֽהאלהותֹֽעלֹֽאיזהֹֽצדֹֽאע"פֹֽשאמונתםֹֽרחוקהֹֽמאמונתנוֹֽאינםֹֽבכללֹֽזהֹֽאלאֹֽהריֹֽהםֹֽכישראלֹֽגמורֹֽלדבריםֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽבדרכיֹֽהדתֹֹֽֽהגדוריםֹֹֽֽכלֹֽשהואֹֽמעממין

 :אלוֹֽאףֹֽבאבדהֹֽואףֹֽבטעותֹֽולכלֹֽשארֹֽהדבריםֹֽבלאֹֽשוםֹֽחלוקֹֽ

We find it is forbidden to steal even from Idolators and those who aren’t restricted by the ways of religions. And if a Jew is 

sold to them, we can’t free without redemption. Similarly, it is forbidden to uproot their debts. Nevertheless, one isn’t 

obligated to exert effort in returning their lost objects, or even return their lost objects at all, for finding a lost object is a 

quasi-acquisition and returning it is pious behavior and we don’t need to act with piety toward one with no religion.  

Nevertheless, if the [idolator] is aware of the [Jew] possesses the lost object he is obligated to return it. Similarly, for any 

lost object, if any desecration of the Divine name will occur by withholding one must return it. 

“Thus, all people who are of the nations that are restricted by the ways of religion and worship the divinity in any way, even 

if their faith is far from ours, are excluded from this principle [of inequality]. Rather, they are like full-fledged Jews with 

respect to these matters, even with respect to lost property and returning assets gained through error and all the other matters, 

with no distinction whatsoever”.  

13. Rabbi Menachem Meiri (13th Century France), Beit Habechirah on Gittina 62a (tr. Dr. Moshe Halbertal) 

הגלוליםֹֽאיןֹֽנמנעיןֹֽמשאולֹֽבשלומןֹֽומכלֹֽמקוםֹֽאיןֹֽראויֹֽלהאריךֹֽעמהםֹֽבדבריֹֽשלוםֹֽביתרֹֽמןֹֽהרגילֹֽוחוץֹֽלתחוםֹֽשלוםֹֽמנהגֹֽוזהוֹֽהנקראֹֽאצליֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽעובדי

כפילתֹֽשלוםֹֽשכלֹֽשאדםֹֽמאריךֹֽבשאלתֹֽשלוםֹֽעלֹֽהרגילֹֽמורהֹֽחבהֹֽיתרהֹֽושיכותֹֽוכברֹֽידעתֹֽשעבודתֹֽהגלוליםֹֽהיתהֹֽמושכתֹֽאתֹֽהלבֹֽהרבהֹֽמצדֹֹֽֽ

ומכלֹֽמקוםֹֽאמותֹֽהגדורותֹֽבדרכיֹֽהדתותֹֽומאמיניםֹֽבמציאותוֹֽית'ֹֽלאחדותוֹֽויכלתוֹֽאע"פֹֽשמשתבשיןֹֽבקצתֹֽדבריםֹֽלפיֹֽאמונתנוֹֹֽֽ...ֹֽמשיגיםתועלותֹֽשהיוֹֹֽֽ

 :איןֹֽלהםֹֽמקוםֹֽבדבריםֹֽאלוֹֽ

We do not refrain from greeting idolaters, but it is not proper to greet them at greater length than is usual and customary, 

which is what I term “expansive greeting.” For one who extends greetings at greater length than the norm shows greater 

affection and involvement, and you already know that idolatry was appealing to many… But, in any event, none of this 

applies to nations restricted by the ways of religion and believing in the existence, unity, and power of God (may He be 

blessed), even if they go astray with respect to some matters according to our beliefs. 

When the Hand of Israel “isn’t dominant” 

14. Rabbi Isaac HaLevi Herzog (20th century Israel), “The Rights of Minorities according to Halacha” Techumin 

Vol 2 (1947) 

סרתֹֽעלֹֽממשלהֹֽיהודיתֹֽלהתירֹֽהישיבהֹֽבארצנוֹֹֽֽמהֹֽעלינוֹֽלעשות?ֹֽלהגידֹֽלאומותֹֽ:ֹֽאיןֹֽאנחנוֹֽיכוליםֹֽלקבלֹֽאתֹֽהתנאיֹֽהזה,ֹֽמפניֹֽשתורתנוֹֽהק'ֹֽאוֹֽ

אֹֹֽֽלנוצריםֹֽומכ"שֹֽלעובדיֹֽאלילים,ֹֽונוסףֹֽעלֹֽזאתֹֽהיאֹֽאוסרתֹֽעלינוֹֽלהרשותֹֽפולחנםֹֽבארצנוֹֽואוסרתֹֽעלינוֹֽלהרשותֹֽלהםֹֽלרכושֹֽקרקעות?ֹֽדומניֹֽשל

ֹֽדושהֹֽקרתינוֹֽהֹֽימצאֹֽרבֹֽבישראלֹֽבעלֹֽמוחֹֽובעלֹֽשכלֹֽישרֹֽשיסבורֹֽשעלינוֹֽלהשיבֹֽכך,ֹֽכלומרֹֽשזוהיֹֽחובתנוֹֽמדיןֹֽתוֹֽ



What should we do? To say to nations: We can not accept this condition, because our Torah forbids a Jewish government 

to allow settlement in our country for Christians and pagans, and in addition it forbids us to allow their worship in our 

country and forbids us to allow them to purchase land? I do not think that there will be a rabbi in Israel with a mind and a 

common sense who thinks that we must respond in this way, meaning that this is our duty from the law of our holy Torah.  

15. Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli (20th Century Israel), Techumin Volume 10, 5749- Returning Territories of Israel to Save 

Lives 

ֹֹֽֽוהריֹֽכברֹֽפסקֹֽהרמב"םֹֽ)פ"וֹֽמע"ז(ֹֽשאיןֹֽהאיסורֹֽשלֹֽישיבתֹֽעכו"םֹֽבמדינהֹֽאלאֹֽכשידֹֽישראלֹֽתקיפה.ֹֽופירושֹֽהדבריםֹֽ"שאיןֹֽהידֹֽתקיפה"ֹֽהוא,ֹֽעלֹֽ

אפשרותֹֽקיוםֹֽיחסיםֹֽנורמלייםֹֹֽֽכרחךֹֽלאֹֽמשוםֹֽסכנתֹֽנפשות,ֹֽכיֹֽזהוֹֽדברֹֽשאצ"לֹֽהוא,ֹֽוהואֹֽפטורֹֽבכלֹֽהמצוות.ֹֽאלאֹֽהכוונה,ֹֽשהתנהגותֹֽזוֹֽנחוצהֹֽלמעןֹֹֽֽ

 .כינועםֹֽעמיֹֽהסביבה,ֹֽוכןֹֽשלאֹֽלתתֹֽפתחוןֹֽפהֹֽלגוייםֹֽבמדינותיהם,ֹֽנגדֹֽהיהודיםֹֽהיושביםֹֽבארצותיהם.ֹֽא"כֹֽאיןֹֽכיוםֹֽחיובֹֽזה,ֹֽשלֹֽגרושֹֽנכריםֹֽמתוֹֽ

The Rambam rules that the prohibition against allowing idolators to live in the country only applies when “the hand of Israel 

is dominant”. The explanation of the notion that “the hand isn’t dominant”, must not be due to the concern of putting our 

lives at risk, for that is obvious as it applies to all mitzvot. Rather the intent is, this type of governance is essential to 

maintaining normal relations with surrounding nations, and in order not give an opening for the nations in their states to 

slander the Jews in their lands. Therefore, this obligation of expelling foreigners from among is no longer applicable.  

 

The Unique Status of the Modern Jewish State 

16. Rabbi Isaac HaLevi Herzog (20th century Israel), “The Rights of Minorities according to Halacha” Techumin 

Vol 2 (1947) 

מצוותֹֽציבוריות,ֹֽהמוטלותֹֽלאֹֽעלֹֽכלֹֽיחידֹֽויחידֹֽאלאֹֽעלֹֽהגוףֹֽהשליט,ֹֽעלֹֽהממשלהֹֽהיהודיתֹֽבאיזוֹֽצורהֹֽשתהא,ֹֽשהכחֹֽבידהֹֽלקיימן,ֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽהמצוותֹֽהללוֹֽשהן

לאֹֽהוטלוֹֽלכתחילהֹֽאלאֹֽעלֹֽהעםֹֽהיהודיֹֽהכובשֹֽאתֹֽהארץֹֽוהמקבלֹֽאתֹֽהסוברניותֹֽמעצמו,ֹֽמבליֹֽלהתחשבֹֽעםֹֽהגוים.ֹֽהריֹֽזהוֹֽהרקעֹֽבתורהֹֽשלֹֽאותןֹֹֽֽ

העניןֹֽמעידהֹֽעלֹֽעצמה.ֹֽאםֹֽכןֹֽאיפואֹֽבהעדרוֹֽשלֹֽרקעֹֽזה,ֹֽובתנאיֹֽמציאותֹֽכזוֹֽשהמדינהֹֽניתנתֹֽעלֹֽמנתֹֽכך,ֹֽאיןֹֽחלותֹֽלאותןֹֽהמצוותֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽהמצוות,ֹֽופשטות

ֹֽ..ֹֽ.כמוֹֽשאיןֹֽחלותֹֽלאותןֹֽהמצוותֹֽבגולה,ֹֽאוֹֽאףֹֽבארץֹֽישראלֹֽכשאיןֹֽידינוֹֽתקיפה

These mitzvos, which are public mitzvos, imposed not on each and every one but on the ruling body, on the Jewish 

government in whatever form, who can fulfill them, were only imposed initially on the Jewish people that conquers the land 

and accepting sovereignty from themselves, without regard to the Gentiles. After all, this is the background in the Torah of 

those commandments, and the simplicity of the matter is self-evident. Therefore, in the absence of this background, and in 

the conditions of such a reality that the state is given for this purpose, the same commandments do not apply as they do not 

apply in the Diaspora. 

תיווךֹֽידועֹֽבאוֹֽגוים,ֹֽנניחֹֽאפילוֹֽעובדיֹֽאלילים,ֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽדייֹֽלֹֹֽֽמכלֹֽהאמורֹֽישֹֽלנוֹֽלהתבונןֹֽעוד.ֹֽהלאֹֽיסודֹֽהמדינהֹֽמעצמוֹֽהואֹֽמעיןֹֽשותפות.ֹֽהריֹֽזהֹֽכאילוֹֽעֹֽ

יקראֹֽעלֹֽשמנו.ֹֽכלוםֹֽהיתהֹֽעלֹֽמדינהֹֽזוֹֽתורתֹֽמלכותֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽלידיֹֽהסכמהֹֽלתתֹֽלנוֹֽלהקיםֹֽממשלהֹֽמשותפתֹֽבאופןֹֽשתהיהֹֽלנוֹֽעליונותֹֽידועהֹֽוששםֹֽהמדינה

ישראלֹֽבאותהֹֽהמדהֹֽשלֹֽמלכותֹֽישראלֹֽכימיֹֽדודֹֽושלמה,ֹֽשלֹֽמלכותֹֽישראלֹֽבמובןֹֽשלֹֽהמלכותֹֽשהיתהֹֽעומדתֹֽלהיווסדֹֽבכניסתֹֽישראלֹֽלארץֹֽכנען,ֹֹֽֽ

היֹֽשותפותֹֽשלֹֽעםֹֽישראלֹֽועםֹֽנכריֹֽבתנאיםֹֹֽֽשהיאֹֽהתמונהֹֽהמרחפתֹֽבכלֹֽהרקעֹֽשלֹֽתורתֹֽמשהֹֽבקשרֹֽעםֹֽאותםֹֽהמצוות?ֹֽהריֹֽזהֹֽעניןֹֽאחר.ֹֽבעצםֹֽזו

 תֹֽכאלה,ֹֽהמבטיחֹֽלשותףֹֽהראשוןֹֽמדהֹֽידעהֹֽשלֹֽעליונו

From all of the above we have to look further. The foundation of the state itself is a kind of partnership. After all, it is as if 

by a well-known mediation Gentiles came, say even pagans, to an agreement to let us form a common government in such 

a way that we would have a known supremacy and that the name of the country would be named after us. Was there anything 

about this state which resembles the idea of the kingdom of Israel in the same measure of the kingdom of Israel as the days 

of David and Solomon, of the kingdom of Israel in the sense of the kingdom that was about to be established at the entry of 

Israel into the land of Canaan? After all, that's a different matter. In fact, it is a partnership of the people of Israel and a 

foreigners under such conditions, which guarantees the first partner a knowledge of superiority 

 

17. Rabbi Eliezer Melamed (Modern Day Israel) , Peninei Halakhah, The Nation and the Land 5:4- 5:5 

ֹֹֽֽיתרֹֽעלֹֽכן,ֹֽבדורותֹֽהאחרונים,ֹֽבזכותֹֽהשפעתהֹֽהמוסריתֹֽשלֹֽתורתֹֽישראל,ֹֽזכינוֹֽואומותֹֽהעולםֹֽקבלוֹֽעלֹֽעצמןֹֽחוקיםֹֽששומריםֹֽעלֹֽזכויותיהםֹֽשלֹֽ

חֹֽולישראלֹֹֽֽמיעוטים,ֹֽומפניֹֽחילולֹֽהשםֹֽאסורֹֽלנוֹֽלגרשֹֽאתֹֽהע רביםֹֽשאינםֹֽבגדרֹֽ'גרֹֽתושב'.ֹֽשכןֹֽכללֹֽהלכתיֹֽהואֹֽשלאֹֽיתכןֹֽשיהיהֹֽדברֹֽשאסורֹֽלבניֹֽנ 

ישראלֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽיהיהֹֽמותרֹֽ)סנהדריןֹֽנט,ֹֽא(,ֹֽואםֹֽעלֹֽפיֹֽהדיניםֹֽשהמתוקניםֹֽשבאומותֹֽהעולםֹֽקבעו,ֹֽאסורֹֽלגרשֹֽבניֹֽאוכלוסייתֹֽמיעוטֹֽגםֹֽכשהםֹֽעוינים,ֹֽגםֹֽעם

   .זו,ֹֽעלֹֽאחתֹֽכמהֹֽוכמהֹֽכאשרֹֽמדוברֹֽבאמנותֹֽבינלאומיותֹֽמחייבותצריךֹֽלהתחשבֹֽבמידתֹֽהאפשרֹֽבעמדהֹֽמוסריתֹֽ



Moreover, in recent generations, thanks to the moral influence of Torat Yisrael, we have won and the nations of the world 

have adopted laws that protect the rights of minorities, and because of concern for desecration of the Divine Name, we are 

not allowed to expel non-resident Arabs. For the rule of halakhah is that there can be nothing that is forbidden to the sons 

of Noah and Israel will be allowed 

.  

היא,ֹֽבקביעתֹֽמדיניותֹֽחברתיתֹֽכלכליתֹֽשתעודדֹֽהגירהֹֽבדרכיֹֽשלוםֹֽשלֹֽמיֹֽשאינםֹֽמזדהיםֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽכפיֹֽהנראהֹֽהדרךֹֽהמתאימהֹֽלהתקדםֹֽכיוםֹֽאלֹֽקיוםֹֽהמצווה

מטרהֹֽתהיהֹֽלנגדֹֽעינינו,ֹֽנוכלֹֽלפעולֹֽלכךֹֽשהתוצאהֹֽשלֹֽהמלחמותֹֹֽֽכמוֹֽכן,ֹֽיתכןֹֽשעודֹֽנאלץֹֽלעבורֹֽמלחמותֹֽומשברים,ֹֽואםֹֽה .עםֹֽערכיֹֽהעםֹֽהיהודי

 והמשבריםֹֽתהיהֹֽגירושֹֽנוכריםֹֽעויניםֹֽמארצנוֹֽ

Probably the most appropriate way to proceed today to the observance of the mitzvah is by establishing a socio-economic 

policy that will encourage peaceful migration of those who do not identify with the values of the Jewish people. It is also 

possible that we will still have to go through wars and crises, and if the goal is in front of our eyes, we can work to ensure 

that the result of the wars and crises is the expulsion of hostile foreigners from our country..  

הבריות.ֹֹֽֽאמנםֹֽבינתיים,ֹֽכאשרֹֽבפועלֹֽאיןֹֽיכוליםֹֽלפעולֹֽלגירושֹֽמיֹֽשאינםֹֽזכאיםֹֽלהיחשבֹֽ'גרֹֽתושב',ֹֽחוזרתֹֽהמצווהֹֽהבסיסיתֹֽלנהוגֹֽבכבודֹֽואהבהֹֽלכלֹֹֽֽ

ברהֹֽשכולהֹֽשותפהֹֽבאידיאלֹֽהתורהֹֽולאֹֽלשםֹֽשנאתֹֽזריםֹֽופגיעהֹֽבהם.ֹֽולכןֹֽכאשרֹֽמחמתֹֽסיבותֹֽשונותֹֽלאֹֽניתןֹֽלקייםֹֽאתֹֹֽֽשכןֹֽמגמתֹֽהמצווהֹֽלהקיםֹֽח

אוֹֹֹֹֽֽֽֽהמצווה,ֹֽאוֹֽשניתןֹֽלקיימהֹֽבאופןֹֽמוגבלֹֽעלֹֽידיֹֽעידודֹֽהגירה,ֹֽהמצווהֹֽהבסיסיתֹֽלהתייחסֹֽבכבודֹֽואהבהֹֽלכלֹֽאדםֹֽשאיןֹֽידועֹֽשעמדותיוֹֽמרושעות

 במקומהֹֽנשארתֹֽ–שהואֹֽעויןֹֽאותנוֹֽ

In the meantime, when in practice no deportation can be made to those who are not entitled to be considered a 'resident 

resident', the basic mitzvah returns to treat all human beings with respect and love. For the tendency of the mitzvah is to 

establish a society that is entirely a partner in the ideal of the Torah and not for the purpose of hating foreigners and harming 

them. Therefore, when for various reasons the mitzvah cannot be kept, or can be kept to a limited extent by encouraging 

immigration, the basic mitzvah to treat with respect and love any person whose positions are not known to be evil or who 

is hostile to us - remains in place 

18. Rabbi Nachum Rabinovitch, “Accepting Donations from the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews 

הזדמנותֹֽזוֹֽמטילהֹֽעלינוֹֽאתֹֽהאתגרֹֽלקיוםֹֹֽֽ .דורנוֹֽנתברךֹֽבברכהֹֽמיוחדתֹֽשהרבהֹֽדורותֹֽציפוֹֽלה,ֹֽלראותֹֽבמימושֹֽהבטחתֹֽה'ֹֽבשיבתֹֽישראלֹֽלארצו

כהניםֹֽוגויֹֽקדוש".ֹֽבכלֹֽתקופהֹֽותקופהֹֽנדרשתֹֽהתבוננותֹֽבאופןֹֽשבוֹֽישֹֽליישםֹֽאתֹֽהיעודֹֹֽֽ ההיסטוריתֹֽשלֹֽעםֹֽישראלֹֽ"ואתםֹֽתהיוֹֽליֹֽממלכתהמטרהֹֹֽֽ

 הזהֹֽ ההיסטורי

Our generation has been blessed with a unique blessing many generations have yearned for: to see the actualization of the 

G-d’s promise of Israel’s return to its land. This opportunity gives us the responsibility to meet the challenge of fulfilling 

the historical destiny of the nation of Israel: “and you shall be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”.  In every era, 

new thinking is required to determine how to actualize this historical destiny.  

 


