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SHAARE! SHOMAYIM Can A Nazi be Forgiven*

Jared Anstandig — janstandig@torontotorah.com

1. Chukat HaGer, page 103-104
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Question: You asked me regarding a non-Jew, who in the past was a part of the Nazi Party, and it is fair
to assume that he himself took part in the sins. And now, he wants to repent and to convert — Do we
accept him?
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Answer: If we address this from a human standpoint in general, and from the national sentiment, in
particular, it is completely evident that the conscience does not permit acceptance of his request. A
human being like this, whose hands are filled with Jewish blood, there is no place in the camp of Israel
for him. Rather, we shall call him “unclean, unclean” and his place is far from the House of Israel.
How difficult would it be to announce about him: “You are our brother.”
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But, according to dry halakha, I don’t see any reason to refrain from accepting him.

2. Bereshit Rabba 23:13
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“Cain went out from before G-d.” From where did he leave? Rabbi Yudan says in the name of
Rabbi Ayvu, he threw his words behind his back and left, attempting to fool G-d. Rabbi Berachya in the
name of Rabbi Elazar said in the name of Rabbi Shimon, “He left, attempting to deceive his Creator.
Rabbi Chama in the name of Rabbi Chanina son of Rabbi Yitzchak said, “he left happy” ... he
came in contact with Adam and Adam asked him, “What happened with your ruling?” He said to
him, “I repented and was absolved.” Adam hit himself in the face and said, “This is the power of
teshuva, and | had no idea! He immediately stood and recited “The Psalm of Shabbat, [it is good to
confess to G-d].”

3. Shemot Rabba 19:4
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Job (31:32) states “The stranger will not rest outside” meaning G-d does not invalidate any creature.
Rather, He accepts everyone, the gates are always open and whoever wants to enter may enter.

4. Yad Yosef 2 (brought in the Mesivta Gemara Vol Il page 325)
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Even though they say [in Masechet Brachot 32b that even though the gates of prayer are locked, the
gates of tears are never locked], nonetheless if a person cries over something that it not suitable, the
gates are locked before him.




5. Responsa Besamim Rosh 177
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For from all nations we accept converts, even from the offspring of Amalek

6. Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael 17:16
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Rabbi Eliezer says: G-d swore on his Holy Throne that He will accept converts from all nations. But
Amalek and his house, He will not accept.

7. Gittin 57b
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Rabbi Hiyya bar Avin says that Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha says: An old man from among the
inhabitants of Jerusalem related to me: In this valley that lies before you, Nebuzaradan, captain of the
guard of the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar, killed 2,110,000 people. And in Jerusalem itself he
killed 940,000 people on one stone, until the blood of his victims flowed and touched the blood of
Zechariah to fulfill what is stated: “And blood touches blood” (Hosea 4:2).
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The Gemara clarifies the details of what happened: Nebuzaradan found the blood of Zechariah, the son
of Jehoiada the priest, and saw that it was bubbling up from the ground, and he said: What is this? Those
in the Temple said to him: It is sacrificial blood that had been poured there. He brought animal blood,
compared it to the blood bubbling up from the ground, and saw that it was not similar to it.
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Nebuzaradan said to them: If you tell me whose blood this is, it will be well for you. But if not, I will
comb your flesh with iron combs. They said to him: What shall we say to you? He was a prophet among
us, who used to rebuke us about heavenly matters, and we rose up against him, and killed him
(11 Chronicles 24:20-22), and for many years now his blood has not settled.
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Nebuzaradan said to them: | will appease Zechariah. He brought the members of the Great Sanhedrin
and of a lesser Sanhedrin and killed them alongside the bubbling blood, but it still did not settle. He then
brought young men and virgins and killed them alongside it, but it still did not settle. He then brought
schoolchildren and killed them alongside it, but it still did not settle. Finally Nebuzaradan said to him:
Zechariah, Zechariah, | have Killed the best of them. Would it please you if | destroyed them all? When
he said this, the blood at last settled.
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At that moment Nebuzaradan contemplated the idea of repentance and said to himself: If, for the death
of one soul, that of Zechariah, God punishes the Jewish people in this manner, then that man, that is to
say, |, who has killed all of those souls, all the more so will be | be subject to great punishment from



God. He fled, sent to his house a document detailing what was to be done with his property, and
converted to Judaism.
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A Sage taught a baraita relating to this matter: Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram
(see Il Kings, chapter 5), was not a convert, as he did not accept all of the mitzvot, but rather he was a
ger toshav, a gentile who resides in Eretz Israel and observes the seven Noahide mitzvot. Nebuzaradan,
by contrast, was a convert, as explained previously. The Gemara adds that some of Haman’s
descendants studied Torah in Bnei Brak, and some of Sisera’s descendants taught children Torah in
Jerusalem, and some of Sennacherib’s descendants taught Torah in public. Who are they? They are
Shemaya and Avtalyon, the teachers of Hillel the Elder.

8. Chukat HaGer
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Therefore, if the court is convinced that he feels true regret and has completely repented, and he desires
in earnest to enter under the wings of the Shechina and he hides no ulterior motives — from the point of
view of halacha, there is no prohibition of welcoming him into the Jewish family.

9. Responsa Chavot Yair 79
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A convert to Judaism from Amsterdam asked if he is obligated to return an object he stole from a Jew
before he converted. In Masechet Yevamot 48b... Rabbi Yossi says that a convert is like a newborn
child [and is not punishable for previous sins]... This implies that all the sins that he performed are no
longer present and he is like a literal newborn in this matter...
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And Tosefot in Sanhedrin 79b [challenge this since the Talmud implies otherwise] conclude that there is
a difference between heavenly judgement and human judgement. Accordingly, he is definitely required
to return the stolen goods...
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The concept that a convert is like a child is that accepting the Torah and Mitzvot atones for all
abominations he performed against G-d, like sincere repentance, it is as if he committed the sin as a Jew
and performed teshuva. Therefore, conversion does not work for any sin that the person would be
executed for, just like repentance doesn’t work for a Jew to avoid execution.



10. Simon Wiesenthal, The Sunflower: On the Possibilities and Limits of Forgiveness

Response of AJ Heschel
ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL

ver fifty years ago, the rabbl of Brisk, a scholar of

extraordinary renown, revered also for his gentleness of

character, entered a train In Warsaw to return to his
hometown, The rabbi, a man of slight stature, and of no
distinction of appearance, found a seat In a compartment
There he was surrounded by traveling salesmen, who, as soon
as the train began to move, started to play cards, As the game
progressed, the excitement increased. The rabbi remained aloof
and absorbed In meditation. Such aloofness was annoying to
the rest of the people and one of them suggested to the rabbl to
join in the game, The rabbi answered that he never played
cards. As time passed, the rabbi's aloofness became even more
annoying and one of those present sald to him: “Either you join
us, or leave the compartment.” Shortly thereafter, he took the
rabbi by his collar and pushed him out of the compartment
For several hours the rabbi had to stand on his feet until he
reached his destination, the city of Brisk.

Brisk was also the destination of the salesmen, The rabbi left
the train where he was immedintely surrounded by admirers
welcoming him and shaking his hands, “Who is this man?”
asked the salesman. “You don't know him? The famous rabbi of
Brisk.” The salesman's heart sank. He had not realized who he
had offended, He quickly went over to the rabbl to ask
forgiveness. The rabbi declined to forgive him. In his hotel

room, the salesman could find no peace. He went to the rabbi's
house and was admitted to the rabbi’s study. “Rabbi,” he said,
“I am not a rich man. | have, however, savings of three
hundred rubles, | will give them to you for charity if vou will
forgive me.” The rabbi's answer was brief: “NO."

The salesman's anxiety was unbearable. He went to the
synagogue to seek solace. When he shared his anxiety with
some people in the synagogue, they were deeply surprised.
How could their rabbi, so gentle a person, be so unforgiving.
Their advice was for him to speak to the rabbi's eldest son and
to tell him of the surprising attitude taken by his father.

When the rabbis son heard the story, he could not
understand his father's obstinacy. Secing the anxiety of the
man, he promised to discuss the matter with his father,

It is not proper, according to Jewish law, for a son to
criticize his father directly. So the son entered his father's study
and began a general discussion of Jewish law and turned to the
laws of forgiveness. When the principle was mentioned that a
person who asks for forgiveness three times should be granted
forgiveness, the son mentioned the name of the man who was
in great anxiety, Thereupon the rabbi of Brisk answered:

“lI cannot forgive him. He did not know who | was. He
offended & common man. Let the salesman go to him and ask
for forgiveness.”

No one can forgive crimes committed against other people, It
is therefore preposterous to assume that anybody alive can
extend forgiveness for the suffering of any one of the six
million people who perished

According to Jewish tradition, even God Himself can only
forgive sins committed against Himself, not against man.,

11. Mesilat Yesharim Chapter 4
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For in truth, how can a man rectify what he has made crooked after committing the sin? If one murdered
his fellow or committed adultery? How can he possibly rectify this? Can he undo a deed already done
from existence? It is the attribute of mercy...
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Thus when the penitent man recognizes his sin and admits it, and reflects on his evil, repents of it and
completely regrets ever having done it, as he would regret a certain vow, in which case there is complete
regret, and he desires and longs that this deed had never been committed, and pains himself strongly that
the matter was done, and renounces it for the future, and flees from it - then the uprooting of the deed
from his will is counted to him as the annulment of a vow and he gains atonement for it. As scripture
says: "your iniquity is gone and your sin atoned for" (Isaiah 6:7) - that the sin is actually removed from
existence and uprooted through his paining himself and regretting in the present what he had done in the
past.
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This is certainly a kindness for it is not according to the letter of justice. But nevertheless, it does not
negate the attribute of justice completely...

12. Shaarei Teshuva 1:1
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Among the good things which God, may He be blessed, has bestowed upon His creations is the path
which He prepared for them to ascend from the baseness of their actions, to escape the trap of their
inequities, to hold their souls back from destruction and to remove His anger from upon them. Because
of His goodness and uprightness, He has taught them and warned them to return to Him when they sin
against Him - for He understands their nature...

13. Pele Yoetz — Redifa
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The prophet Hosea says, “Let us pursue to know G-d.” That is to say, even if a person has many
impediments in their service of G-d, and in particular, with intention and closeness, that thoughts escape
him and he cannot focus, up to the point that it appears to him that G-d is fleeing from him and doesn’t
want him, even so one should not give up. He should push until he receives mercy from Heaven. And
this is what it means when it says, “Let us pursue to know G-d.” And this is along the lines of what the
Sages of Blessed Memory said (in Pesachim 86b): Whatever the master of the house says obey, except
for leave. Which means, whatever the Master of the House - which is the Holy One, Blessed be He —
says, you should do, except for leave. That even if the Holy One, Blessed be He says to you like He said
about Elisha-Acher (in Chagiga 15a) “All should repent except for Acher.” You should push to enter, for
that is His will, and in the end, He will help.




