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The length cf the 'ulav 
The preferred minimum 
length of the lulav is four 
tefachim (12.6-14.75 
inches). This length is 
measured from the point 
where the leaves branch out 

to the top of the shidrah. 

top of shidrah 

4 handbreadths 

emergence of leaves 

Caution when binding the hadas! Hadassim and aravos are usually bound to the lulav by means of a holder made of woven lulav leaves with one central hole for the lulav and small compartments into which the hadassim and aravos are inserted. When the hadassim are (jnserted into their compartment, leaves are often torn off. It would be a pity for a person to expend time and effort in finding a fully triple-leaved hadas only to ruin that ideal hadas himself by causing leaves to fall off. To avoid this problem, one should insert the hadassim (as well as the aravos) into their compartment slowly and carefully, pressing down on the edge of the compartment to widen the hole. In this manner the hadassim can be inserted without any leaves falling of..(If the top three handhrendtha 
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holder and are triple-leaved, there is no need to be 
concerned about the lower leaves falling off.) It should be noted that although there is no obligation to use a holder, it helps to prevent problems caused by handling, and such holders are used by many leading rabbinic authorities. 
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