And thou shalt make an altar for the burning of incense: of

shittim wood shalt thou make it.
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“and you are to issue instructions, etc.” Moses has not been mentioned by
name in this portion, seeing that he had said to G’d that He should erase his
name from His Book. (Exodus 32,32) Although Moses had said this
conditionally, we have a rule that a curse of a sage, even if uttered only as
something conditionally, is taken by G’d at face value. (Zohar Chadash, 60)
Other commentators explain the absence of the mention of Moses’ name
here as due to the subject matter following being the priestly garments of
Aaron, the High Priest. Originally, Moses himself had been slated to be the
High Priest. The fact that this honour was now being given to Aaron,
might have produced a certain amount of sadness on Moses’ part if he had
heard his name mentioned along with the clothing that would have been

his but were taken from him.
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3. Covenant and Conversation (Rabbi Jonathan Sacks), Tetzaveh, “Priests and Prophets,” p. 220

All three explanations focus on an absence. However, perhaps the
simplest explanation is that Tefzaveh is dedicated to a presence, one that
had a decisive influence on Judaism and Jewish history.

Judaism is unusual in that it recognises not one form of religious
leadership but two: the navi and the kohen, the prophet and the priest.
The figure of the prophet has always captured the imagination. He (or
she) is a person of drama, “speaking truth to power,” unafraid to chal-
lenge kings and courts, or society as a whole, in the name of high, even
utopian ideals. No other type of religious personality has had the impact

as the prophets of Israel, of whom the greatest was Moses. The priests,
by contrast, were for the most part quieter figures, apolitical, serving in
the Sanctuary rather than in the spotlight of political debate. Yet they, no
less than the prophets, sustained Israel as a holy nation. Indeed, though
the people of Israel were summoned to become “a kingdom of priests”
(Exodus 19:6) they were never called on to be a people of prophets
(Moses did say, “Would that all God’s people were prophets,” [Numbers
11:29] but this was a wish, not a reality).

v (979N0) BYN T 4

NI VTN Y9N, (0 0 MNY) DYTH )N 7PN JINN D LINNR DY PRONN NN INNRY 10 YIS DaN

TN, TAR N2, TAN 1OWN DNY M TYNRD *NTY TR DY IRIW PPV TY DRIY IWPN NPNY TNYN
HY 1227 YN BN IR ,TINR NNND DY POIN NIP 71PN IWRD (NN 97792) WITHI YININRY I NMININD
LAY ,NNN NN, TN /N XONX D PR NN TN P22 DINIAPNN DD ,N2970 DMND DN 17T, 01HVWN
Y2, TAN NINY ,9VT) 100N YT DY D ININ DTN D71 3¢9 W11 XINY 1ID) 110 TAN 91T )1NDY TN
PN TI9Y . FTNN )N 7PN AWND TN DNV TY INIY TARD) IWPN JINN 7PN TR DY DRIV 7D NN
SINR DY 1Y PI,NPIDNNA DXPIIND PP XOW 1IN PY WOIN P2 DIYY 9T )N

D127 NYII ND NNON TUN
.19 NN NN NIVP XIY NN NN HIPDIN XY N9V9Na
D5 INND) D TOW T IIRY NI ,TAN DIPN IN 1112201 IRIY NP TARD WTPND PIY 1M N
DD MIVY NIV 1N NDIN MININN DY NI TN 199),TAN DIPND DIV NN DINDN HNIY?
VI MHININD YOI NIVIN NPNY MINT 1IN XY 392 VI OV GN MININDY P70 WY
,D0X9 PN DYY ,NMDI NNIYNA NMIVIN NN RIN MR ORI DYN YHHON IWPN 1751 ,117¥20 dNda
D)7 NONA NI ,IONRIVY INANND N ,INPTNI DN NN DT ,MNYD N DYYN DOV
NN
2917 AN DOV 1D 1PINT DIWN TAX D), TAN YWIN RINY TN 10D INPHYII NN MNIANIV D A
DYTO OPIPI PN ,1PIAND MDD NN TAN DY, NITARD NOYN YTOINY 11D 120,271 1 Pand
DYIANNI TNN DO NIVP 197,XIV NN NXAN INDIN RY 1D ONX,IANY 292 DT XD N, NN
NIV 19D NI NAYIN NIVP KON MINY 292 TN9N TN JOWI HAN ,MN NI MAYNN DN ) 1PIAND
1) TNNAY INIPM Y NN MIASNY MNPV

™1 1

KOLLEL
= =

foll GoLd



7.

BEING THE TRIANGLE :m1xn nwns

N-v:2 MMV 999 .6
And Aharon shall burn upon it sweet incense every I722 DPO NP X VY PLPN)
morning: when he dresses the lamps, he shall burn incense :M)PVP? NP NN 12PN P2
on it.
And when Aharon lights the lamps at evening, he shall burn P2 NPDIN Y)OX 19YDD
incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the Lord throughout THRN NILP NPVR? DXAWN
your generations. Huinpl b pRIARAY)

Rabbi Samson Rafael Hirsch n-3:5 mnw
7—8 The service of the lights and the offering of the incense are intertwined,
and this is highly significant, for they symbolize the nation’s work of

the spirit and the perfection of deeds on the highest level (see Com-
mentary above, 27:20). Moreover, *»"51 naw Pw>1 — i.e., the preparation
of the altar for the offering of the most exalted mn — precedes navn
mn. According to the view of the omon (Yoma 14b), the morning of-
fering of the incense takes place in the midst of mmn navn (nvp2 proon
MM °nw navn® m wan navn 12). The afternoon incense offering, too,
precedes the lighting of the lamps (ibid. 15a).

In Judaism, the highest moral perfection of conduct is the purpose
of intellectual edification, and it is only such perfection that gives value
to intellectual development. In the Jewish conception of the holiness of
life, genius is no license for nonobservance of the laws of morality; on
the contrary, supreme morality is the test of supreme intellect, and only
in it and by it are the nobility and purity of the intellect demonstrated
and proven.

Not without reason does m2n nw1p, which is the nwp of the con-
secration of the Jewish priesthood, begin with the service of the lights
and conclude with the offering of the most exalted mn. Both together,

in close combination, make the 11> a .

8. The Power Paradox (Dacher Keltner), p. 177

First I studied whether power influences how we eat. I brought
together same-sex groups of three undergraduates apiece. A ran-
dom draw designated one of the three as the group’s supervisor,
and that person was asked to award the other participants cred-
its based on the quality of their work, which would determine
their chances for a cash prize. With this power arrangement in
place, the teams dove into their work, writing policies for the
University of Wisconsin-Madison regarding academic and social
matters. Together they reviewed different sources of information,
facts and figures and precedents, and wrote policies for issues
such as academic cheating, mandatory tests during senior year,

drinking on campus, and university funding of religious groups.
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Thirty minutes into their work, the experimenter came into
the room and placed a plate of five delicious-smelling chocolate
chip cookies on the table where they were working. The plate con-
tained five rather than four cookies, because a law of politeness
strongly suggests that we not eat the last piece of food. (When
appetizers are passed around at a cocktail party, one last appetizer
is typically stranded on the plate and hustled back to the kitchen.)
With five cookies on the plate, one of our participants was free to
take a second cookie. And indeed the high-power participants

were nearly twice as likely to grab a second cookie, with their
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