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1 Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal
apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king's house, over
against the king's house; and the king sat upon his royal throne in
the royal house, over against the entrance of the house. 2 And it
was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court,
that she obtained favour in his sight; and the king held out to
Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther drew
near, and touched the top of the sceptre. 3 Then said the king unto
her: "What wilt thou, queen Esther? for whatever thy request, even
to the half of the kingdom, it shall be given thee.' 4 And Esther
said: 'If it seem good unto the king, let the king and Haman come
this day unto the banquet that [ have prepared for him.' 5 Then the
king said: 'Cause Haman to make haste, that it may be done as
Esther hath said.' So the king and Haman came to the banquet that
Esther had prepared. 6 And the king said unto Esther at the
banquet of wine: 'Whatever thy petition, it shall be granted thee;
and whatever thy request, even to the half of the kingdom, it shall
be performed.' 7 Then answered Esther, and said: "My petition and
my request is--8 if I have found favour in the sight of the king, and
if it please the king to grant my petition, and to perform my
request--let the king and Haman come to the banquet that I shall
prepare for them, and I will do to-morrow as the king hath said.'
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12 And the king said unto Esther the queen: 'The Jews have slain
and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the castle, and the ten
sons of Haman; what then have they done in the rest of the king's
provinces! Now whatever thy petition, it shall be granted thee; and
whatever thy request further, it shall be done.' 13 Then said Esther:
'If it please the king, let it be granted to the Jews that are in
Shushan to do to-morrow also according unto this day's decree,
and let Haman's ten sons be hanged upon the gallows.' 14 And the
king commanded it so to be done; and a decree was given out in
Shushan; and they hanged Haman's ten sons. 15 And the Jews that
were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the fourteenth
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day also of the month Adar, and slew three hundred men in
Shushan; but on the spoil they laid not their hand. 16 And the other
Jews that were in the king's provinces gathered themselves
together, and stood for their lives, and had rest from their enemies,
and slew of them that hated them seventy and five thousand--but
on the spoil they laid not their hand--17 on the thirteenth day of the
month Adar, and on the fourteenth day of the same they rested, and
made it a day of feasting and gladness.18 But the Jews that were in
Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day thereof, and on
the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same they
rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness.19 Therefore do
the Jews of the villages, that dwell in the unwalled towns, make the
fourteenth day of the month Adar a day of gladness and feasting,
and a good day, and of sending portions one to another.
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3 For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus, and great
among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren;
seeking the good of his people and speaking peace to all his seed.
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1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it came to pass in
the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the castle,
2 that Hanani, one of my brethren, came out of Judah, he and certain
men; and I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, that were
left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said unto me:
'The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in
great affliction and reproach; the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down,
and the gates thereof are burned with fire.' 4 And it came to pass, when I
heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days;
and [ fasted and prayed before the God of heaven,
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1 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of
Artaxerxes the king, when wine was before him, that I took up the wine,
and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his
presence. 2 And the king said unto me: 'Why is thy countenance sad,
seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart.' Then I
was very sore afraid. 3 And I said unto the king: 'Let the king live for ever:
why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my
fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with
fire?' 4 Then the king said unto me: 'For what dost thou make request?' So
I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said unto the king: 'If it please the
king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest
send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may
build it.' 6 And the king said unto me, the queen also sitting by him: 'For
how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou return?' So it pleased
the king to send me; and I set him a time. 7 Moreover I said unto the king:
'If it please the king, let letters be given me to the governors beyond the
River, that they may let me pass through till I come unto Judah; 8 and a
letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's park, that he may give me timber
to make beams for the gates of the castle which appertaineth to the house,
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and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into.' And
the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me. 9
Then I came to the governors beyond the River, and gave them the king's
letters. Now the king had sent with me captains of the army and horsemen
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