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Other shiurim which may be useful
e War with Amalek https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/915720/
e Greater Depth https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/944121/

Shemuel | 15, with JPS 1985 translation (sefaria.org, very lightly edited)

1. 15:1-3 Destroy Amalek!
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Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the Lord sent to anoint you king over His people Israel. Therefore, listen to the Lord’s

command! “Thus said the Lord of Hosts: | am exacting the penalty for what Amalek did to Israel, for the assault he made

upon them on the road, on their way up from Egypt. Now go, attack Amalek, and proscribe all that belongs to him.

Spare no one, but kill alike men and women, infants and sucklings, oxen and sheep, camels and donkeys!”

2. 15:49 War, and Sparing Agag and the Best Spoils
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Saul mustered the troops and enrolled them at Telaim: 200,000 men on foot, and 10,000 men of Judah. Then Saul
advanced as far as the city of Amalek and lay in wait in the wadi. Saul said to the Kenites, “Come, withdraw at once
from among the Amalekites, that | may not destroy you along with them; for you showed kindness to all the Israelites
when they left Egypt.” So the Kenites withdrew from among the Amalekites. Saul destroyed Amalek from Havilah all the
way to Shur, which is close to Egypt, and he captured King Agag of Amalek alive. He proscribed all the people, putting
them to the sword; but Saul and the troops spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the second-born, the lambs,
and all else that was of value. They would not proscribe them; they proscribed only what was cheap and worthless.

3. 15:10-11 Gd Speaks to Shemuel
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The word of the Lord then came to Samuel: “I regret that | made Saul king, for he has turned away from Me and has

not carried out My commands.” Samuel was distressed and he entreated the Lord all night long.

4. 15:12-15 Caught! And Shaul’s First Defense
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Early in the morning Samuel went to meet Saul. Samuel was told, “Saul went to Carmel, where he erected a monument
for himself; then he left and went on down to Gilgal.”
When Samuel came to Saul, Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of the Lord! | have fulfilled the Lord’s command.” “Then
what,” demanded Samuel, “is this bleating of sheep in my ears, and the lowing of oxen that | hear2” Saul answered,
“They were brought from the Amalekites, for the troops spared the choicest of the sheep and oxen for sacrificing to the
Lord your Gd. And we proscribed the rest.”


https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/915720/
https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/944121/

5. 15:16-19 Shemuel Tries Again
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Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! Let me tell you what the Lord said to me last night!” “Speak,” he replied.

And Samuel said, “You may look small to yourself, but you are the head of the tribes of Israel. The Lord anointed you

king over Israel, and the Lord sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and proscribe the sinful Amalekites; make war on them

until you have exterminated them.” Why did you disobey the Lord and swoop down on the spoil in defiance of the Lord’s
wille”

6. 15:20-21 Shaul’s Second Defense
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Saul said to Samuel, “But | did obey the Lord! | performed the mission on which the Lord sent me: | captured King Agag

of Amalek, and | proscribed Amalek, and the troops took from the spoil some sheep and oxen—the best of what had

been proscribed—to sacrifice to the Lord your Gd at Gilgal.”

7. 15:22-23 Shemuel Finishes his Thought — and Shaul
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But Samuel said: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As much as in obedience to the Lord’s command?

Surely, obedience is better than sacrifice, Compliance than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like the sin of divination,

Defiance, like the iniquity of teraphim. Because you rejected the Lord’s command, He has rejected you as king.”

8. 15:24-26 Shaul’s Partial Concession
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Saul said to Samuel, “I did wrong to transgress the Lord’s command and your instructions; but | was afraid of the troops

and | yielded to them. Please, forgive my offense and come back with me, and | will bow low to the Lord.”

But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not go back with you; for you have rejected the Lord’s command, and the Lord has

rejected you as king over Israel.”

9. 15:32-33 Shemuel Executes Agag
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Samuel said, “Bring forward to me King Agag of Amalek.” Agag approached him with faltering steps; and Agag said,

“Ah, bitter death is at hand!” Samuel said: “As your sword has bereaved women, So shall your mother be bereaved

among women.” And Samuel cut Agag down before the Lord at Gilgal.

Why is Amalek Differente

10. Devarim 25:17-19, JPS 1985 tr. (sefaria.org)
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Remember what Amalek did to you on your journey, after you left Egypt — how, undeterred by fear of Gd, he surprised

you on the march, when you were famished and weary, and cut down all the stragglers in your rear. Therefore, when

the Lord your Gd grants you safety from all your enemies around you, in the land that the Lord your Gd is giving you as

a hereditary portion, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!

11.Shemot 17:14-16, JPS 1985 tr. (sefaria.org)
2017 AW RPN DA OYh 120 0NWD DORn PYRY 121 DR AmRN 0n 02 YU 02 o°) 1992 11721 INT ah2 awh o8 1T N
7 T PRnYa 72 mamn AR 02 9V T2 02 N



Then the Lord said to Moses, “Inscribe this in a document as a reminder, and read it aloud to Joshua: | will utterly blot
out the memory of Amalek from under heaven!” And Moses built an altar and named it Hashem-nissi. He said, “It means,
‘Hand upon the throne of the Lord!” The Lord will be at war with Amalek throughout the ages.”

12. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:3
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And lest one think that this war was like other wars, to take spoils and take them as slaves, he ordered him to destroy

all that [Amalek] had... This is also why it mentioned in Esther’s day that Israel, when they avenged themselves upon

their foes, did not touch the spoils. ..

Sparing Agag
13. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:20

X*2779) DY 0°NA 0377 77 22997 00, NnA PRAY DRY MY T3 01 YA Ton MR IR X0 03907 wYA WY nR)

MW NN 2°vpon °0%n 2ovaw (TR DWOW) pra Ton 1Paw 1M L2172 21w 0Hana 0aon
And he said he had done as kings do, bringing Agag, King of Amalek alive in order to mock him. “And | destroyed
Amalek.” For this is what kings do, destroying nations and bringing their kings in ropes of suffering and iron, as the
King of Bezek had seventy kings gleaning beneath his table.

14.Rabbi Amnon Bazak, Virtual Beit Midrash, Shiur on Shemuel | 15, Part 1
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Lumping together Shaul’s sparing of Agag with the nation’s sparing of the best sheep teaches that his actions also
emerged from narrow personal interest... For leaving Agag alive emerged from the accepted practice in biblical times,
in which the victorious king left the defeated king alive, in degrading conditions. Specifically through this was achieved
a permanent, on-going extraction of satisfaction in the victory. A prominent example of this is familiar from Shoftim 1...

Review guestions
e Why does the war against Amalek have special rules, requiring killing all of them and destroying the spoilse
e What was Shaul’s transgression?
e Why does Shemuel kill Agag himself, and with a speech?




15. President Yitzchak Ben-Zvi's Rejection of Vera Eichmann'’s petition for clemency
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