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2. Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Parashat Terumah : The Home We Build We Build Together:

...God said: Let them build something together. This simple command transformed the Israelites. During
the whole construction of the tabernacle there were no complaints. The people contributed, some gold,
some silver, some bronze, some brought skins and drapes, others gave their time and skill. They gave so
much that Moses had to order them to stop. A remarkable proposition is being framed: It is not what God
does for us that transforms us. It is what we do for God.

So long as every crisis was dealt with by Moses and miracles, the Israelites remained in a state of
dependency. Their default response was complaint. For them to grow to adulthood and responsibility,
there had to be a transition from passive recipients of God's blessings to active creators. The people had
to become God's "partners in the work of creation.” (1) That, I believe, is what the sages meant when they
said, "Call them not 'your children' but 'your builders." (2) People have to become builders if they are to
grow from childhood to adulthood.

Judaism is God's call to responsibility. He does not want us to rely on miracles. He does not want us to be
dependent on others. He wants us to become His partners, recognising that what we have, we have from
Him, but what we make of what we have is up to us, our choices and our effort...

The building of the Tabernacle was the first great project the Israelites undertook together. It involved
their generosity and skill. [t gave them the chance to give back to God a little of what He had given them.
It conferred on them the dignity of labour and creative endeavour. It brought to closure their birth as a
nation and it symbolised the challenge of the future. The society they were summoned to create in the
land of Israel would be one in which everyone would play their part. It was to become - in the phrase I
used as the title of one of my books - "the home we build together."

There is only one solution: to make the people co-architects of their own destiny, to get them to build
something together, to shape them into a team and show them that they are not helpless, that they are
responsible and capable of collaborative action. Genesis begins with God creating the universe as a home
for human beings. Exodus ends with human beings creating the Mishkan, as a 'home' for God.



Hence the basic principle of Judaism, that we are called on to become co-creators with God. And hence
too the corollary: that leaders do not do the work on behalf of the people. They teach people how to do
the work themselves. It is not what God does for us but what we do for God that allows us to reach dignity
and responsibility.
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15. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Covenant and Conversation - Shemini 5767 The holy is that segment of
time and space G-d has reserved for His presence. Creation involves concealment. The word olam,
universe, is semantically linked to the word neelam, “hidden”. To give mankind some of His own creative
powers - the use of language to think, communicate, understand, imagine alternative futures and choose
between them - G-d must do more than create homo sapiens. He must efface Himself (what the kabbalists
called tzimtzum) to create space for human action. No single act more profoundly indicates the love and
generosity implicit in creation. G-d as we encounter Him in the Torah is like a parent who knows He must
hold back, let go, refrain from intervening, if his children are to become responsible and mature.

But there is a limit. To efface himself entirely would be equivalent to abandoning the world, deserting his
own children. That, G-d may not and will not do. How then does G-d leave a trace of his presence on
earth?...

The holy is that point of time and space in which the presence of G-d is encountered by tzimtzum - self-
renunciation - on the part of mankind. Just as G-d makes space for man by an act of self-limitation, so
man makes space for G-d by an act of self-limitation. The holy is where G-d is experienced as absolute
presence. Not accidentally but essentially, this can only take place through the total renunciation of
human will and initiative. That is not because G-d does not value human will and initiative. To the
contrary: G-d has empowered mankind to use them to become His “partners in the work of creation”.
However, to be true to G-d’s purposes, there must be times and places at which humanity experiences the
reality of the divine. Those times and places require absolute obedience.



Tenakh is a love story through and through - the passionate love of the Creator for His creatures, that
survives all the disappointments and betrayals of human history. G-d needs us to encounter Him, not
because He needs mankind but because we need Him. If civilization is to be guided by love, justice, and
respect for the integrity of creation as such, there must be moments in which we leave the “I” behind and
encounter the fullness of being in all its glory. That is the function of the holy - the point at which “I am” is
silent in the overwhelming presence of “There is”... When we confuse G-d’s will with our will, we turn the
holy (the source of life) into something unholy and a source of death.

95 YTPY NON NN DNY 900) INIW IR WTP 172PN ... : WIPN 291U 11,05 119N NW9 Y N19INY 011N .16
YT IVUYY IND N XD T999) .DNDNN NN DOWTPN DN /ONXIY WIPN : DININ X 19Y,0NY MY WX 927
PN 1OVNN NN [NV NWITPA YOWNN NNV NNOWN YT DY D9 1D TP DIV YTPN D VWYY TR OVN
IDOPY ,INIY NYITPA NIN ,INPOYW NN /D NIY 19WNI NIV N8I) .DIINT YMIDWY -IR) -WTPN 0 Wy - wnip
N VYT TINAY (2D XIPN] ORI 22 TINT O NYTRIY NIV 1DIY /DIN PMOVY : TN 1991191010 131 IN
1OV )1OWUN

NIV )32 TINA P71 NIV W TP TUN DIPHNY 1DID 121N TN XD) — DN MDY 1N ,ND MNY 09NN IN .17
PNV 0 N2 DNINIA (279 97712) DRIW IPYNY NN NIWN DN VX 01127 7D DINY .DI)T 12 19WNN 1PV
™MAaY 1M NAIWNN TN MDY ,09I1N2 10 NPND 2NN IPYNI DN MIX NI D¥INDNN OYXTL 9P NN TN2
.D9IN2 12 192 NIV WTPN D WY 1IN

JPVNA 1 THNY 11D )1DINA YNV I TN 71P1 2N ~0INA NDYY 1V -N ,ND NNMIIN Y WY Dyn VIPYS .18
DYDY NON,JOWNN VWY DNAY DYDON INYY DXWIPN DN 1IWNN IV DNYT NYY DRY DWTIND 2IND1 XA NON
INYD NIV, VW) XYY NI TIN2 DY ORI DIWI DTN PN ,0DINA DI 1INV DHNY DNV IPIYNIY NYTH
12N XY DNNY DN NIIWD INIYD IPIYY NI .117APN DOPAITH PIIY 1 ,WNN DIINA NPOVN NRIVIY
POWNN TN N8N DTNYI .MINYNNY DNOAND T NON JPN) XD ,291 200 DN DXD9V 195NV QD) 2NN Y NINY
DOVINNVY IPOYN NONX ,D7WIP) DNIANIY DINYD WNN PRY 11D 752 0T PR ,NDIDN NP2 N WIPND 123N
DNNN NNNND NOY 12T DWW VY XD ,D0Y IXI PP D27 WITPN NIIVN NWITPI DIVIPY 11> DY DINRNNIN
NIMIPNA OIRNMIN DIWIND MDY XIN DIWIPN KDY ,WITP DI WITP NP 1oW0) WIPn RIPIN NN .OVITPN
192 9NINY,TIAN N NN TIAYY 12D DO 1PONMY IMWN DTRN 2D 1NYNND WTPNY 1OWN DY IT MONIY NYN IIN
927959 MINAY XYY ,NNTAY NN NNID DY 12 Y NPIVNY NI WITH DIPNA N¥NDI MIRY INNN :IINY PIY
NN WTPN Y IWY 2INOMN IDIRY NN T .19WNN NN DTN DNNY DIVIND : 12T DY 1YY .0HVa D127
.DY2M1Y 1INVNY N PN NIXDN NN DINXY DI IWYN DNRY NTNIOD NI NI IWYN 1D DN

ONIY MV DD NXIAP 7PN YOWNN PIYY 1DWNN 21D ONIND 110 — YIPN DWW 1,00 MY by 07%adn 19
NN WD N NIRIN,NDYN DY YTPNN XIN THN DWW D110 ODyay MNYRN DY NONNN NNHY NMPY
PNITION DYTHN 1N ID NNIN 2D .NIN JAN) Y732 D 99N 11T DYY PNPIVNI 1IN PN D) N THn wIpNn
VTPN OPIN NVN DY YTPN DPIN DAY ININ DT IYY,TNIN IR MIN YN DI 99X 13 DYY D915 WIRNN XNy
TON DOV IWYN 191 TN ,NVN DY WIPNA DWYTRN NTIAYN 9D 511N DDA N NYAVN TYN) INNDY INY NOYN SV
TN (Y2 OXNVY) TYTD /N W7Nd I NPOWI NN N2 WIPN NPNY IANY DX 12 9,129 X1 TN WIPN 12 M
YN 1D N3 I9INDY,N2DI0Y OWAT DY 7PN TIT YD 0D 1A TPNN THXYA NNRY D77 /N IO vy 1A N o
129 NY 932171235 1WA MUY TY /N IV PPON DD MOYND NI 12 122D > TNA WIPN M THN DOV MNTH

2P 92 NITIM I2WIN 29N NI DY NN 1IN /ND NDW NOVINY INXY NN AWNY TN 19Y 7IINY DNIIN 1INOY




DIPNA YTPN AN 2ININ NPYY NTY YT : DN NMOVI-YIPN 25 IWY :V-N ,N N1MIN 93 Y oyn VIPY .20
YW DIPN YOV .NTO THNNN MINN N NON ,TAD2 NYWD 71PN XD 1OWN MWYYD NN MN8N DTIND 15 Own
.NDION N2 NXIPI N DIPM IN YDINNY TNHN N PrINNY DN DX2MN HNIWIND NIVY DV

NN OWA 1D AP 12IP,ITD AN 1OVN YD TINA : 0Y1INN DY 199N MNYIUN a4 21

$PNY 1N Hya 93010 PN’ 29 .22
Y7120 970D NIAN )OWN 1352
LTINIPY DPN NI 1OWN)
,NTPYN YR DINOD NPR TIIN D)
DTN OV NN Y DIPN 12PN



	22. רב יצחק הוטנר, בעל פחד יצחק:
	בלבבי משכן אבנה להדר כבודו, ובמשכן מזבח אקים לקרני הודו, ולנר תמיד אקח לי את אש העקידה, ולקרבן אקריב לו את נפשי היחידה

