The Importance of Shul in Our Lives
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Timely Torah, October 10t 2021
Lech Lecha 5782

This shiur is dedicated to the Refuah Shleimah of Nissan ben Nechama and Esther bas Malka
Breina

1. Horiyos 11b
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Apropos the anointing oil, the baraita continues: And even a High Priest, son of a High
Priest, requires anointing, but one does not anoint a king, son of a king. And if you say:
For what reason did they anoint King Solomon (see [ Kings, chapter 1), who was the son of
a king? It was due to the challenge of Adonijah, who sought to succeed their father David as
king. And they anointed Joash due to Athaliah (see II Kings, chapter 11). And they anointed
Jehoahaz due to Jehoiakim, who was two years older than he was (see II Kings 23:30). In
all these cases, it was necessary to underscore that these men were crowned king. And that oil
remains in existence for the future, as it is stated: “This [zeh] shall be a sacred anointing
oil unto Me throughout your generations” (Exodus 30:31). The numerical value of zeh is
twelve log, indicating that this amount of oil remains intact despite its use.
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§ The Gemara analyzes the baraita. The Master said: And even a High Priest, son of a
High Priest, requires anointing. The Gemara asks: From where do we derive this halakha?
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It is derived from a verse, as it is written: “And the anointed priest that shall be in his
stead from among his sons” (Leviticus 6:15). Let the verse say only: The priest that shall
be in his stead from among his sons. What is the reason that it says: “The anointed priest”?
The Torah teaches us that even from among the sons of a High Priest, if he is anointed
with oil he is a High Priest, and if not, he is not a High Priest.
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The Master said: But one does not anoint a king, son of a king. The Gemara asks: From
where do we derive this salakha? Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said that it is derived from a verse,
as it is written: “So that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his sons, in the
midst of Israel” (Deuteronomy 17:20). His children are mentioned in the verse in order to
teach them: The kingdom is an inheritance for you. The Gemara asks: And from where do
we derive that when there is a dispute with regard to succession, the king requires
anointing, and it is not that whenever the king wishes he can bequeath the kingdom to his
son without anointing him? Rav Pappa said that the verse states: “He and his sons, in the
midst of Israel.” When there is peace in Israel we read concerning him: “He and his
sons,” even without anointing; but when there is dispute, anointing is required.

2. Rambam, Hilchos Melachim 1:7
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The king is anointed with the (original) Anointing Oil*Prepared by Moses., as it says, “Then
Samuel took the vial of oil and poured it upon his head, and he kissed him” (1 Samuel 10:1).
The anointing qualifies him and his sons in perpetuity, and ensures that the monarchy will be
hereditary, as it says, “In order that he may have many days in his reign, he and his sons,
among Israel” (Deut. 17:20). If the king (dies and) leaves a young son, the monarchy is
retained for him until he gets older, as Yehoyadah did with Yoash. Those who take
precedence in (the laws of) inheritance, take precedence for succession to the throne; and
the older son precedes the younger one. This is not only true for the monarchy but for all
governing Positions and all appointments in Israel —a son inherits from his father, and so his
son from him, forever. This is as long as the son follows in his father’s footsteps with regard
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to wisdom and awe. If the son was G-d-fearing but lacked wisdom, he is appointed to
succeed his father, and trained. However, if he was not G-d-fearing, even though he was very
wise, he is not appointed to a Position in Israel. From the time David was anointed he
merited the crown of kingship, the monarchy became his and that of his male descendents
for all time, as it says, “Your throne, will be established forever” (1l Samuel 7:16). This only
refers to those who are of legitimate lineage, as it says, “If your sons shall observe my
covenant” (Psalms 132:12). Even thought he only merited the monarchy for his descendents
who have legitimate lineage, the monarchy will never be withdrawn from the descendants of
David. The Holy One, Blessed Be He, had promised him as such, as it says, “If his children
forsake my Torah and walk not in My statutes,...and | shall visit their transgression with the
rod, and their iniquity with disease. But My mercy | shall not break off from him” (Psalms
89:31-34).
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! Simeon ben Zemah Duran, also Tzemach Duran (1361-1444; 18117 NN¥ 12 11VNW), known

as Rashbatz (y”"1w1) or Tashbatz was a Rabbinical authority, student of philosophy, astronomy,

mathematics, and especially of medicine, which he practised for a number of years at Palma (de
Majorca). A major 15th century posek, his published decisions in matters of halacha have been
widely quoted in halachic literature for hundreds of years.
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The Main Purpose of Tefillah
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4. Brachos 6a
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It was taught in a baraita that Abba Binyamin said: One’s prayer is only fully heard in a
synagogue, as it is stated with regard to King Solomon’s prayer in the Temple: “Yet have You
turned toward the prayer of Your servant and to his supplication, Lord my God, to listen to
the song and the prayer which Your servant prays before You on this day” (I Kings 8:28). The
following verse concludes: “To hear the prayer Your servant directs toward this place” (I
Kings 8:29). We see that one’s prayer is heard specifically in the Temple, of which the
synagogue is a microcosm (Rav Yoshiyahu Pinto). It may be inferred that in a place of song, a
synagogue where God'’s praises are sung, there prayer should be.
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Immutable

5. Brachos 6a
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In explaining Abba Binyamin’s statement, Ravin bar Rav Adda said that Rabbi Yitzhak said:
From where is it derived that the Holy One, Blessed be He, is located in a synagogue? As it is
stated: “God stands in the congregation of God; in the midst of the judges He judges”
(Psalms 82:1). The congregation of God is the place where people congregate to sing God’s

praises, and God is located among His congregation.
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Being Part of Community
6. Brachos 6b
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Back to the topic of deference for a synagogue, the Gemara records that Rav Huna said: One
who prays behind the synagogue is called wicked, as while the entire congregation is facing
one direction to pray, he faces the opposite direction creating the impression that he is treating
the synagogue and its congregation with contempt. As it is stated: “The wicked walk round
about, when vileness is exalted among the sons of men” (Psalms 12:9). In other words, only
the wicked walk round about the synagogue in order to pray.
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Abaye said: This halakha was said only in a case where one does not turn his face toward

the synagogue. But where he turns his face toward the synagogue and prays we have no
prohibition in that case.
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