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Brachot 31b

For this child | prayed. R. Eleazar said: Samuel was guilty of giving a
decision in the presence of his teacher; for it says, And when the bullock
was slain, the child was brought to Eli. Because the bullock was slain,
did they bring the child to Eli? What it means is this. Eli said to them:
Call a priest and let him come and kill [the animal]. When Samuel saw
them looking for a priest to kill it, he said to them, Why do you go
looking for a priest to Kill it? The shechitah may be performed by a
layman! They brought him to Eli, who asked him, How do you know
this? He replied: Is it written, ‘The priest shall kill’? It is written, The
priests shall present [the blood]: the office of the priest begins with the
receiving of the blood, which shows that shechitah may be performed
by a layman. He said to him: You have spoken very well, but all the
same you are guilty of giving a decision in the presence of your teacher,
and whoever gives a decision in the presence of his teacher is liable to
the death penalty. Thereupon Hannah came and cried before him: ‘I am
the woman that stood by thee here etc.”. He said to her: Let me punish
him and I will pray to God and He will give thee a better one than this.
She then said to him: ‘For this child I prayed’.
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