
On Parents & Children in the Book of Genesis #4 ב״ה

The Round Character of Yaakov 

Bereshit, 23, 4 -27,2: 
The Fight with the Angel 
(32, 23-24) That same night he arose, and taking his two wives, his two maidservants, and his 
eleven sons, he crossed the ford of the Jabbok. AEer taking them across the stream, he sent across 
all his possessions. 

(25) Jacob was leE alone. And a figure wrestled with him unIl the break of dawn. 

(26) When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he wrenched Jacob’s hip at its socket, so 
that the socket of his hip was strained as he wrestled with him. 

(27) Then he said, “Let me go, for dawn is breaking.” But he answered, “I will not let you go, unless 
you bless me.” 

(28) Said the other, “What is your name?” He replied, “Jacob.” 

(16) The figure said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 
divine and human, and have prevailed.” 

(17) Jacob asked, “Pray tell me your name.” But he said, “You must not ask my name!” And he took 
leave of him there. 

————————————————————————————— 

The Birth of Yaakov: 
(24) When her Ime to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 

(25) The first one emerged red, like a hairy mantle all over; so they named him Esau. 

(26) Then his brother emerged, holding on to the heel of Esau; so they named him Jacob. Isaac was 
sixty years old when they were born. 

(27) When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the outdoors; but Jacob 
became a mild man (staying in camp, maybe raising livestock.) 

(28) Isaac favored Esau because he had tzayid befiv (hunIng in his mouth), but Rebekah favored 
Jacob. 

(29) Once when Jacob was cooking a stew (VaYazed), Esau came in from the open, famished.  

ו מִן־הַשָּׂדֶ֖ה וְה֥וּא עָיֵף׃   א עֵשָׂ֛ ֹ֥ יד וַיָּב ב נָזִ֑ (29) וַיָּזֶד יַעֲקֹ֖

1. (שמות יח יא)  עַתָּה יָדַעְתִּי כִּי גָדוֹל ה׳ מִכׇּל הָאֱ�הִים כִּי בַדָּבָר אֲשֶׁר זָדוּ עֲלֵיהֶם. 

1. Now I know that Hashem is greater than all gods because of the ma�er in which they dealt 
arrogantly against them. 
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2. (שמות כא יד) וְכִי יָזִד אִישׁ עַל רֵעֵהוּ לְהָרְגוֹ בְעָרְמָה מֵעִם מִזְבְּחִי תִּקָּחֶנּוּ לָמוּת: 

2. If a man schemes and comes on his neighbor with cunnning to kill him, you shall take him from 
my altar, that he may die 

3. (דברים יז, יג) וְכָל הָעָם יִשְׁמְעוּ וְיִרָאוּ וְלאֹ יְזִידוּן עוֹד 

3. All the people shall hear, and fear, and do no more presumptuously. 

4. (דברים, יח, כ) אַ� הַנָּבִיא אֲשֶׁר יָזִיד לְדַבֵּר דָּבָר בִּשְׁמִי אֵת אֲשֶׁר לאֹ צִוִּיתִיו לְדַבֵּר..וּמֵת הַנָּבִיא הַהוּא: 

4. But the prophet, who shall speak a word presumptuously in my name, which I have not 
commanded him to speak… that same prophet shall die. 

————————————————————————————— 

The Dream: 
(28, 10-11) Jacob leE Beer-sheba, and set out for Haran. He came upon a certain place and 
stopped there for the night, for the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of that place, he put it 
under his head and lay down in that place. 

(12) He had a dream; a ladder was set on the ground and its top reached to the sky, and angels 
were going up and down on it. 

(13-14) And standing beside him was יהוה, who said, “I am יהוה, the God of your father Abraham 
and the God of Isaac: the ground on which you are lying I will assign to you and to your offspring. 
Your descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread out to the west and to the 
east, to the north and to the south. All the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you and 
your descendants. 

(15) Remember, I am with you: I will protect you wherever you go and will bring you back to this 
land. I will not leave you unIl I have done what I have promised you.” 

(16) Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely יהוה is present in this place, and I did not know 
it!” 
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(17) Shaken, he said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and 
that is the gateway to heaven.” 

(18-19) Early in the morning, Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up as 
a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He named that site Bethel; but previously the name of the 
city had been Luz. 

————————————————————————————— 

Post-Dream Ac<vity: 
(29, 1) Then Jacob li^ed up his feet, and went to the land of the people of the east. 

(2) There before his eyes was a well in the open. Three flocks of sheep were lying there beside it, 
for the flocks were watered from that well. The stone on the mouth of the well was large. (…) 

(7) He said, “It is sIll broad daylight, too early to round up the animals; water the flock and take 
them to pasture.” 

(8-9) But they said, “We cannot, unIl all the flocks are rounded up; then the stone is rolled off the 
mouth of the well and we water the sheep.” While he was sIll speaking with them, Rachel came 
with her father’s flock—for she was its shepherd. 

(10-11) And when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of his uncle Laban, and the flock of the daughter 
of his uncle Laban, Jacob went up and rolled the stone off the mouth of the well, and watered the 
flock of the daughter of his uncle Laban. Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and broke into tears. (6 verbs) 

(18) Jacob loved Rachel; so he answered, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter 
Rachel.” 

(19) Laban said, “Be�er that I give her to you than that I should give her to an outsider. Stay with 
me.” 

(20) So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days because of his 
love for her. 

————————————————————————————— 

Rebekah Rachel

(24, 15) when Rebekah, came out with her jar 
on her shoulder.

(29, 6) when his daughter Rachel, coming with 
the flock.”

(16) The maiden was very beauIful—[and] 
a virgin,

(17) Rachel was shapely and beauIful.

(15) He had scarcely finished speaking, 
when Rebekah, came out with her jar on 
her shoulder.

(9) While he was sIll speaking with them, 
Rachel came with her father’s flock—for 
she was its shepherd.

(28) The maiden ran and told all this to her 
mother’s household.

(12) and Rachel ran and told her father.

(29) Laban ran out to the man at the spring (13) Laban ran to greet him



On Parents & Children in the Book of Genesis #4 ב״ה

The Cause of the Change (‘The Boomerang’): 
(21) Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my Ime is fulfilled, that I may cohabit with 

her.” And Laban gathered all the people of the place* and made a feast.  

(22) When evening came, he took his daughter Leah and brought her to him; and he cohabited 
with her. (…) 

(25) When morning came, there was Leah! So he said to Laban, “What is this you have done to 
me? I was in your service for Rachel! Why did you fool me?” 

————————————————————————————— 

Jacob’s Response to childless Rachel: 
(30, 1) When Rachel saw that she had borne Jacob no children, she became envious of her sister; 
and Rachel said to Jacob, “Give me children, or I shall die.” (Rivkah) 

(2) Jacob was incensed at Rachel, and said, “Can I take the place of God, who has denied you 
fruit of the womb?” 

(3) She said, “Here is my maid Bilhah. Consort with her, that she may bear on my knees and that 
through her I too may have children.” (Sarah) 

————————————————————————————— 

(31, 20) Now Yaakov fooled Lavan the Aramean, by not telling him that he was 
about to flee. 

————————————————————————————— 
Epilogue: 
(32, 4) Now Yaakov sent messengers on ahead of him to Esav his brother in the land of Se’ir, in the 
territory of Edom… 

(23-24) That same night he arose, and taking his two wives, his two maidservants, and his eleven 
sons, he crossed the ford of the Jabbok. AEer taking them across the stream, he sent across all his 
possessions. 

(25) Jacob was leE alone. And a figure wrestled with him unIl the break of dawn. 

(26) When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he wrenched Jacob’s hip at its socket, so 
that the socket of his hip was strained as he wrestled with him. 

(27) Then he said, “Let me go, for dawn is breaking.” But he answered, “I will not let you go, unless 
you bless me.” 

(28) Said the other, “What is your name?” He replied, “Jacob.” 

(16) The figure said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 
divine and human, and have prevailed.” 

(17) Jacob asked, “Pray tell me your name.” But he said, “You must not ask my name!” And he took 
leave of him there.


