Teshuva Diaries

Timely Torah, Aug 29" 2021
The shiur this week is kindly sponsored by Ira & Susan Weg in honor of the birth of their
granddaughter, Tehilla Tova, born to their children Daniel and Dr. Aliza Gluck.

Echoes of Regret

1. Bereishis 38:1
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About that time Judah left his brothers and camped near a certain Adullamite whose name
was Hirah.

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 1



2. Rashi 38:1
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3. Bereishis 42:21-22
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They said to one another, “Alas, we are being punished on account of our brother, because we
looked on at his anguish, yet paid no heed as he pleaded with us. That is why this distress has
come upon us.”
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Then Reuben spoke up and said to them, “Did I not tell you, ‘Do no wrong to the boy’? But
you paid no heed. Now comes the reckoning for his blood.”
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They did not know that Joseph understood, for there was an interpreter between him and them.
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He turned away from them and wept. But he came back to them and spoke to them; and he
took Simeon from among them and had him bound before their eyes.

Confrontation 1
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Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have
everyone withdraw from me!” So there was no one else about when Joseph made himself
known to his brothers.
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His sobs were so loud that the Egyptians could hear, and so the news reached Pharaoh’s
palace.

3R 2733 73 IR Mgy? PO 122791 °] 9 TIYE 90T 3 PINTos AR )

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still well?”” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dumfounded were they on account of him.
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Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come forward to me.” And when they came forward, he
said, “I am your brother Joseph, he whom you sold into Egypt.
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Now, do not be distressed or reproach yourselves because you sold me hither; it was to save
life that God sent me ahead of you.

Answer 1: He Did Not Trust Them
4. Hakesav Vehakabalah 45:3
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5. Torah Temimah 45:3
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Answer 2: The Day of Judgement
6. Bereishis Rabba 93:10
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7. Ha'emek Davar 45:3
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8. Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Your actions speak so loudly, I can not hear what you are saying.”

Confrontation 2
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The Brothers’ Presentation

9. Bereishis 50:15-18
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When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph
still bears a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrong that we did him!”
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So they sent this message to Joseph, “Before his death your father left this
instruction:
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So shall you say to Joseph, ‘Forgive, I urge you, the offense and guilt of your
brothers who treated you so harshly.” Therefore, please forgive the offense of the
servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph was in tears as they spoke to him.
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His brothers went to him themselves, flung themselves before him, and said, "We are
prepared to be your slaves.”

Yosef's Response
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But Joseph said to them, “"Have no fear! Am I a substitute for God?
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Besides, although you intended me harm, God intended it for good, so as to bring
about the present result—the survival 0" f many people.
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And so, fear not. I will sustain you and your children.” Thus he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.

Change - the Bridge
10. Rav Shimshon Rephael Hirsch, ad loc

or”. om has two meanings: remorse and consolation. Their common
denominator is that they are indicative of a change of mind. Until now,
I thought that I was in the right; perhaps I was even proud of my
actions. Suddenly I recognize that I committed an injustice, of which I
should be ashamed. This is remorse. Similarly, true consolation is only
such that convinces the mourner that “this, too, leads to ultimate good,”
unlike the “consolation of Babylonians,” who say: “What can one do?
One must submit to the dictates of fate” (Bava Kamma 38a). True con-
solation inspires faith: If we were able to survey and assess all the existing
conditions as God does, we would not alter what has happened, even
if we could.

Thus Yosef, too, tries to change his brothers’ view of the past: “God
made you the instrument for my own and so many other people’s good
fortune . . ”

And then oa% %y 727" — not merely 01% %X but 02% %v: his words
prevailed over their feelings. mmn, by contrast, is not directed to the
heart, but to the intellect. First omx one, then pab %y 721 (Cf. Com-
mentary above, 5:28-31.)
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11. TB Bava Kama 38a
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§ Incidentally, it is related that the daughter of Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda died.
The Sages said to Ulla: Arise; let us go console him. Ulla said to them: What
business do I have with the consolation of Babylonians, which is actually
heresy? As, they say while consoling mourners: What can be done? This seems
to suggest that if it were possible to do something, acting against the Almighty’s
decree, they would do so, which is tantamount to heresy. Therefore, Ulla declined
to accompany the Babylonian Sages.

12. Albert Einstein
"Had I known that the Germans would not succeed in developing an atomic bomb, I
would have done nothing."

13. Bereishis 44:17

JORARTOR DY 179 DHRY 79 T XA 112 ¥0237 R0 WK WK Xy nivyn % apon ki

But he replied, “Far be it from me to act thus! Only he in whose possession the goblet was
found shall be my slave; the rest of you go back in peace to your father.”
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14. Rabbeinu Bechayei 44:17
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15. Medrash Eileh Ezkerah, Translated by Rabbi David Sedley

Similarly, after the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash there
were some corrupt people who said, “What have we really lost
with the destruction of the Beis HalMikdash? We still have wise
scholars to guide the world with God’s Torah and His mitzvos”.
Immediately God put an idea of learning Torah into the heart
of Caesar in Rome. He wanted to learn the Torah of Moshe
from the Sages and wise people. They began teaching him from
Bereishis and he learned through until Parshas Mishpatim.
When he reached the verse “Someone who kidnaps a man and
sells him...” he immediately instructed that his palace should
be filled with shoes. He summoned ten Sages of Israel. When
they came before him he seated them on golden chairs and said
to them, “I have a very deep and difficult question to ask you.
I want you to only answer me truthfully and strictly according
to the correct interpretation of the law”. They agreed. He said
to them, “What is the law for someone who kidnaps his Jewish
brother and cruelly sells him?” The Sages answered “He should
be put to death”. Caesar then said to them, “In that case you are
all deserving of death”. They asked him why. He replied “For the
sale of Yosef, who was sold by his brothers.? If the brothers were
still alive today I would judge them. Now that they are no longer

alive you bear the guilt of your ancestors”.*

16. Rabbeinu Bechayei 50:17
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17. Rabbeinu Bechayei 38:1
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